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KNOWING ITS DANGERS TO PUBLIC HEALTH* 

MUNICIPALITY CONTINUES TO P LA 111 
POISONOUS TREE IN PUBLIC AREAS 

The Great Amm.nn 


The Great Amman 
Municipality (GAM) continues 
ro plant a poisonous tree in the 
streets of the capital even after 
realising that rhe plant is dan- 
gerous to public health, an ofTi- 
cial at Amman Municipality 
said. 

“We an? still planting Du Ha 
and caring for the existing 
ones. The Municipality has 
realised Uie danger alter poi- 
soning cases were recorded, 
hut they are still debating what 
tn do about the problem." The 
official, who did not want to be 
named, told the Arab Daily. 

Dufla, scientifically known as 
Oleander, is an evergreen flow- 
ering indigo- 


by Zakarla M. Shikh 

suited regarding the selection* 
of ornamental plants, and we 
never received any transaction 
inquiring about it from GAM. 
despite the fact that our 
department is the specialized 
government office in this field" 
Mazin Khalil, The head of envi- 
ronmental hygiene at the 
Ministry ofMealrh said. 

“Our approach to coinbar the 
problem is to organize an 
extensive educational program 
through the different sectors of 
the media," Mazin added. 

The Arab Daily tried in many 
occasions to get a clarification 
from rhe Municipality, officials 
Amo no amimais (refused to 
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and saponins. 

‘One leaf is capable of killing 
an adult." said the head of 
Pharmacognosy department at 
Jordan university, Talal 
Abuerjai, adding, “all parts oF 
the plant, either green or dry, 
are poisonous if eaten. Direct 
conract causes severe inflam- 
mation of the skin “ 

Stressing the need for public 
awareness to combat the 
alarming situation, Abuerjai 
attributed the low number of 
officially recorded cases nf 
Dufla poisoning at government 
and private hospitals to the 
lack of knowledge among both 
the victims and medical practi- 
tioners. 

According to Abuerjai, “chil- 
dren who ate parts of the plant, 
or inhaled the smoke of Dufla 
firewood used for cooking or 
heating have been poisoned. 
Additionally domestic animals 
have died after eating the dry 
plant." 

In another development, 
Ministry of Health sources 
revealed that The Municipality 
does not consult rhe special- 
ized govern incur departments 
for the selection or ornamental 
plants to inquire about it's poi- 
sonous characteristics. 

"We have never been cun- 


itt leaves. -l aid “despite 
frequent admis- 
sion of cases with chemical and 
plant poisoning at the emer- 
gency department, we never 
attributed the causes to Dufla, 
due to lack of knowledge of the 
toxic characteristics of the 
plant among the medical prac- 
titioners." 

Hussein Obidar. physician, 
who attended a case of Dufla 
poisoning admitted ar Irbid's 
Princess Basma Hospital said “ 
the diabetic patient was admit- 
ted in a very serious condition 
after intake of Dufla leaf 
extracts, which he consumed 
after unprofessional advice. It 
almost cost him his life." 

Another source at Aljame'a 
“university" Hospital and 
Jordan University, who asked 
not to be named told the “Arab 
Daily" that “many cases uf 
Dufla poisoning were admitted 
at the hospital due to intake of 
an anticancer medicament pre- 
pared out of Dufla extracts by a 
Jordanian and an Iraqi physi- 
cian without knowing of it’s 
poisonous characteristics or 
approval of the Ministry of 
Health." 

The source added "The only 
action was taken against the 
physicians by the ministry of 
health was to reprimand them 
in from of some officials." 
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KING HIISSEI 


COMPLETES 


BONE MARROW TRANSPLANT 


AMMAN (R) — King Hussein complet- 
ed a bone marrow transplant uii 
Hiesday to treat a relapse of cancer, 
but will remain under close monitoring 
for two weeks. Jordan's envoy to the 
United States said. 

Ambassador Marwan Munslier, 
speaking from the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester. Minnesota where the King 
was admitted for urgent treatment lasr 
week, said the 63-year-old monarch 
was "holding up very well” after two 
bone marrow infusions on Monday and 
Tuesday. 

But he said doctors were keeping an 
extremely close watch on the King, a 
heavy smoker fighting his second bout 
of cancer in seven years. 

“He's going ro go through a difficult 
period for the next two weeks. He will 
be tinder close monitoring in case of 
complications either from the bone 
marrow or from the chemotherapy. “ 
Muasher told Reuters by telephone. 

, Muasher said first indications were 
positive but that it was too soon to say 
if the cancer had been successfully 

treated. 

“He is holding up very well so far. All 
the readings are very good,” Muasher 
said. “The chemotherapy lias of course 
contained all the cancer itself but the 
' remission will depend on the bone 
marrow working. That is too soon to 
say at this stage." 

"We have to cross this two-week 
period. Every day that passes is a plus 
for him, increases his chances," he 
8tlded. 

■ King Hussein’s brother Prince 
Mohammad and sister Princess 
Basmah supplied the bone marrow 
during (he King's last visjt to the Mayo 
Clinic, and it had been kept in storage, 
Muasher told Reuters Television. 

Muasher said the King was regularly 
hi touch with Amman, where Crown 
Prince Abdullah has plunged into 
affairs of state, meeting high- 
level figures, 'including U.S. 


m 


Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 
and Saudi Arabian Defense Minister 
Prince Sultan bin Abdul Aziz. 

Queen Noor and other relatives 



were by bis side at his hospital bed. 
where the King kept up with events by 
watching Jordanian television, 
Muaslici said. 




"lie lias a lighting spit it ib.ii I us 
held up veiy well ilinnighmil his ill- 
ness." Mu.ishu ImUI Keiiieis 'IV. 

"Ilis ciinduimi is uni an easy one. 


He's been given a lot nl drugs antla lui 
ot i lied i> mi ion." Knit 1 , iluveui I us ruled 
lord .in tnr 16 v«mis. 
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AMMAN (AFP) — Jordan’s Crown 
Prince AbdullAh headed a Cabinet ses- 
sion for rhe first time Hiesday after 
taking the reins of the country in the 
absence of His Majesty, the King, a 
Jordanian minister told AFP. .. ,, 


“Prince Abdullah reaffirmed the 
King’s confidence in the government 
and said he was ready to offer Hie 
Cabinet any assistance Information 
Minister. Nasser Judeh said. 1 
The Prince also listened to a report 


on the policies of Prinie Minister 
Fayez Tnrawneh's government which 
was formed last Augustjudeh added. 

Prince Abdullah said lie would "fol- - 
low up. his contacts with various mfn- 
lsters ; to familiarise hijoself with iheir, 


projects" according to judeh. 

King Hussein named his son, the 37* 
yea^oltl prince, heir to the Jordanian 
throne on January . 25. ' •' ; '• - j 
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A Few days after tumors were 
launched that there would he 
major changes in die higher 
echelons of Al Ra'i newspaper, it hap- 
pened (hr real, only ,u the daily's 
main competitor: Al Arab Alyawm. 

Yesterday evening, the two high- 
est in editorial command. Chief 
I'ditoi Saleh QaJlab and Responsible 
Jiditur Taller Odwan, received their 
notices informing them that their 
contracts will not be renewed in 
March, and that they have been 
given the rest of February as a vaca- 
tion. 

Journalist Marw.ni llaziii was 
assigned the responsibilities of both 
as Acting Editor- in • Chief. 

"They consider this an illegal act 
and will take it to court. They 
believe that they were unjustly 
fired,' said a close colleague of the 
two editors on Tuesday. 

"The Press and Publications 
Department is meeting (today) to 
discuss the legality of enforcing a 
month's vacation on the two. The 
management may not renew the 
contracts if it wishes, but to send 
them into a vacation they didn't ask 
for is illegal." the journalist who 
asked to remain anonymous 

exclaimed. 

Within a short while of receiving 
their notices, Agence _____ 
France Press (AFPJ pub- 
fished a report on the 
wires saying that the two 
were fired for political rea- 
sons. 

“The board chairman of 
popular Jordanian daily 
newspaper Al Arab Al Yom 
(Riyadh Hroub] has sacked 
his two cop editors, short- ^ 
ly after they published |||||^ 
unofficial reports on ||||gS 
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RE 6 AKPIN 6 LIF T ING ABBAPI'S IM MU N I 1 Y: 

KHARABSHEH SAYS DEPUTIES IN 
VIOLATION OF CONSTITUTION 







Abadi getsures with his hand during a conversation with deputies (file photo) 


"It is more likely that the Speaker i»f the 
Lower House of Parliament, Abdul Hadi 
Majali, will raise rhe issue Wednesday," 
Deputy Mahmoud Kharabslteh said yester- 
day. 

'We violated the Constitution and we 
need to rectify this mistake. The decision 
to take the case to the Higher Council for 
Interpreting the Constitution needs an 


By Naser Shadid 

absolute majority vote in either the Lower 
or Upper Houses.” 

The Lower House considered a recom- 
mendation from the legal committee to lift 
Abadi's immunity, who is charged with 
rape, but again reached no decision after 
differences over the legality of lifting his 
immunity onn the condition he would 


stand trial but not he jailed. 

Thirty-three out f-5 voted to move the 
case tu the Higher Council t«»i the 
Interpretarion of die Constitution in order 
to take a decision, which is now being dis- 
puted by Klinrabsheh. 

The Council is formed by Speaker of the 
Upper House, three deputies, and five 
judges. 


.M- * #S»i, W -xVJ'j i V s . iMv:' . • 


ISRAELI CHILDREN SEND GET-WELL 
MESSAGE TO KING HUSSEIN 


JERUSALEM — (AP) A group oflsraeli children, some of whom are 
cancer patients, sent 1 ,000 paper birds, Tliesday. as a get-well mes- 
sa ge to King Hussein, who is undergoing cancer treatment at 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota. 

The birds were cranes made from colored paper folded in the 
traditional Japanese style, said Miri Golan, director of the Israel 
Center for Origami. 

Flocks of the cranes were pasted Into picture frames by about 
2,000 Israeli children, aged seven to ten, in schools all over the 
country, and by cancer sufferers at the Schneider Children's 
Hospital, Golan told The Associated Press. 

According to a Japanese legend, when I.QOO paper birds are sent 
to a cancer sufferer, his chances of recovery are improved. 

It was the children's initiative and it took them three months 
to complete the project," Golan said. "They suggested it when 


the gravity of the King's illness was made public." 

The children delivered the nine pictures to the Jordanian 
embassy in Tel Aviv on Tuesday as the King was recovering from a 
bone marrow transplant. ' ' With love and admiration we send you 
our hopes for your speedy recovery" said eight-year -old Keren 
Sach, as she handed over a box containing one paper hird and a 
letter to the King. The box was sent to the King at the Mayo Clinic 
and the pictures to the Royal Palace in Amman. 

Ahmed J. Mufleli. the minisrer at the embassy, thanked the chil- 
dren. "lam deeply moved and I know the king will also be. He 
loves children," Mufleh said. 

King Hussein, who signed a peace treaty with Israel in 1994. is 
greatly admired by Israelis, who sec him as their closest friend in 
a mainly hostile region. 
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Kill the buzz with transparency! 

It is cun nil on in this p.irt of the world Hint li.id news is not 
coiuniuiiKaieil to all Nullify uu-inhcrs lo spare them ivorrv. 
This, along with ,i popular suspicion in government slate- 
int-nts mi sensitive issues has opened tli c door in rumors 
inllirling .* higher loll aid the people than what I lie until 
would achieve. 

'flu- most common statement l lie government lias made 
since vvr knew the King was ill. i:, dial he is doing well and in 
good spirits. 
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Vcsiml.iv is commend, i hh*. f)ur envoy Lo Washington said Mini 
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Jonl.iiii.iiis ,iu- his l.iniilv. 
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i'- lie- Supieiin 1 l oiniii.iiitli-i n[ 1 1 n- |,in.|. who has mle«l il toi 
ilie past ImiV 'll s Vr.iis. Il is the people', ■ iy.li! !■< know es.m 
lv ' what's going on al Mavo as well as won -, , k i «l ,hji. ‘w uli finn 
.ill Hie ups ,iikI downs ill ,n ■■■ ■ nr 

A' lot llio-.e wild Nell (•'.<• 1 1 i.i r l h«- 1 1 nrli iv iiiiiu-i.i ss.iiv al 
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Arab Inferior Ministers Council thanks 
Jordan's efforts 

The Minister of interior, Naef Stiod Ai Q ail hi received in his 
office, rhe Secretary General oT the Council of Arab Interior 
Ministers Council Ahmad Bin Mohammad AI Salim. During this 
mceung Al Qadhi commended the Council’s efforts to improve 
the cooperation between all Arab Interior Ministries. 

He added that "the council exerts tremendous efforts to 
uplift the Arab security and ensure safety and prosperity of the 
citizen." Salim thanked the Jordanian government and the 
Interior Minisuy for their effective role which contributed in 
the success of the I6 lIi Session of rhe Arab Interior Ministers 
Council held in Amman Iasi week, - Petra 


Jordon reviews reforms with WMF 

Minister or Finance And Trade Mohammad Saleh Al-Hourani 
received yesterday a delegation of the World Monetary Fund. 

The delegation, hi charge of Jordan’s Economic reform pro- 
gram, discussed wirh the Jordanian officials die commercial 
and industrial policies in the Kingdom. 

During the meeting held at rhe Ministry, the Director of the 
Investment Promotion Corporation Montasir Al-UgJali briefed 
the delegation about the investment prospects and its impedi- 
ments along with tin* Ministry’s policy in this regards* Petra 


Rod Crescent to develop social confers in 
Aqaba 

The Ministry of but fell Development and the National 
Association of the Red Crescent signed an agreement authoris- 
ing rhe Society of administrating and operating the social cen- 
tre at the old city of Aqaba. 

The agreement was signed by Mohammad Klieir Maimer, 
Minister of Social development and Mohammad Al-Hadid, 
President of the Jordanian Red Crescent Association. 

The Association will carry out several humanitarian pro- 
grams and productive income generating projects for the 
under privileged categories targeted by both the ministry and 
the Association. -Petra 


Jordan, Palestine reactivate Public 
works cooperation 

A Jordanian delegation of the Ministry of Public Works and 
Housing is currently visiting the Palestinian Territories. 

The delegation, headed by the Secretary General met yes- 
terday in Gaza with Palesinian officials. 

Hie two parties discussed bilateral cooperation and the 
means of reactivating the public works sector within the High 
joint Committee meeting in the future, 

The Jordanian delegation visited Gaza International Airport, 
along with other projects executed by the Palestinian Ministry 
of Public Works. - Petra 


Increase In Petra visitors 

Visitors to Petra historic city in last January were estimated 
at 16379. Director General of Petra Region Development 
Council Kamel Mahadin said that the total income generated 
from rhe entrance fees to the historic city was JD 299,000. 

He added that the current touristic season will start right 
after the second half of this month, hoping to register art 
increase in the number of visIrors.-Petra 
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OUT OF SCHOOL, 
ON NO ONE'S MIND 


Y ou find them everywhere you go, 
scattered day and night in the streers. 
selling cigarettes and newspapers. 
Doesn’t that make you wonder? Why aren’t 
they at school, anil why at this day and age 
a child would still need to work for a liv- 
ing? 

"Child labour in Jordan is a social prob- 
lem that lias been increasing rapidly for the 
last six years for many reasons, mainly 
poverty and low level of education." said 
Mohammed Awamieh. head of the Public 
Relations Department at the Ministry of 
Work. 

“Making money is what really matters to 
poor families, not only in Jordan but in all 
countries of the world, and Jordan is nor an 
exception." added Awamieh. 

Historically speaking, child labour meant 
the practice of employing young children 
under the age of 18 especially in employ- 
ment That may obstruct their education or 
endanger their health. Throughout the 
ages and in all countries, including Jordan, 
children joined their parents in the fields, 
in the marketplaces, and at home as they 
were old enough to perform simple jobs. 

"This phenomenon was not considered a 
problem by the government nor by people 
until negative results appeared on rhe sur- 
face," said a Ministry of Social 
Development official who asked nor to be 
named. He noted that most people are not 
aware that juveniles under the age of 16 
are prohibited from work, while those 
under 18 can have a job under the specific 
rules and regulations of the Jordanian 
Labour Law for the year 1996. 

A fifteen-year-old boy called Abed, sell- 
ing Marlboro cigarettes in Swaifieh and 


By Nora Wazant 
Crime Editor 

Um-Uthnina saidr while smoking a cigii- 
rette, that he was forced to quit school 
because his family was poor and his father 
couldn’t pay for the school tuition and 
book fees. Abed added rhat he hared 
school. “It is a place for those rich children 
who drink milk before they go to bed." 

“1 hear from time to time that children 
under the age of 18 are not allowed in 
work, but I do not care, and I am nut afraid. 
All what I am worried about is how iu col- 
lect money as much as I can and give it to 
my father," Abed commented. 

"If there is a law and if it is true rhar we 
are not allowed to work, then why do not 
policemen arrest us instead of buying 
newspapers and cigarettes from us?" asked 
ALL a seventeen-year-old boy, known as 
the "Za’eem" or leader among his friends. 

"Many people look at us as if we come 
from a dirty place. They think we are mon- 
sters. We are treated badly, but we have no 
other choice. How can my Family survive? 
My father is dead and my mother has to 
take care of my little sisters. Can the gov- 
ernment help me? Of course not," won- 
dered Ali. 

According to a UNICEF official, little has 
been done, in Jordan, concerning the 
enforcement of the existing laws, limiting 
work hours and establishing a minimum 
employment age. "The resultant social evils 
include illiteracy, further impoverishment 
of poor families, and a multitude of dis- 
eased and crippled children," the official 
noted. 

Persuading children and people that pri' 


PHOTO BY OSAMA ABU-GHANIM 

mary school education is a necessity for 
both personal fulfilment and the advance- 
ment of the nation is the first step towards 
reducing child labour," said ait official at 
the Ministry of Social Development. 
“Declining child labour is not an easy task 
to achieve, but suoner or later it has to be 
done. We have to take action." 

Concerned parties and social obseivers 
believe rhai such a problem should be 
investigated by sociologists, psychologists 
and social activists. On the other hand, 
audio-visual and printed media should con- 
tribute to the elimination of this phenome- 
non. 

"Only if we can create popular antago- 
nism towards child labour, success to elim- 
inate this problem can be attained." said 
the UNICEF official, adding "we do not talk 
about this problem seriously. It seems as if 
we were taking it for granted that it is the 
Fare of some children to learn at schools, 
join universities and contribute to the 
development of their society, while the fate 
of the badly-ofF children is ro quit school at 
an early stage and sell cigarettes at traffic 
lights. All children are equal, rich or poorr 
, the official added. 

Despite the existing national and Intth 
national laws limiting child labour, efifeE;. 
tlveness in enforcing these laws is unsatls-. 
factory. Clearly, Jordan still has a long way 
to go before reducing problems related; to 
children. Children shouldn't continue to be 
victims of the government's negjigence iior 
the public's negative attitudes, all inter-, 
viewed agree. 


PHARMACISTS DEMAND RECOGNITION 



P harmacists are complain- 
ing that Physicians con- 
stantly attempt to mar- 
ginalise their role in serving 
(he public, arguing that 
despite their specialisation in 
medicines they are regarded 
as mere salesmen by physi- 
cians. 

“It has become very difficult 
to maintain a positive working 
relationship between physi- 
cians and pharmacists as they 
Iphysiciansl refuse to recog- 
nise us ns experts in medi- 
cines “ Hamad Abdu, the 
responsible pharmacist at Al- 
Rawabdn Pharmacy, said yes- 
terday. 

"We know that Physicians 
are specialised in the diagno- 
sis of diseases, while 
Pharmacists are concerned 
with medicines. Yet, they do 
not respect our scientific opin- 
ion and we always find many 
mistakes in some physicians 
prescriptions, but when we 
refer to them, they just rune 
us down," he added. 

Physicians on the other 
hand, complain that pharma- 


cists Irequently abandon rheir 
pharmacies, and depend on 
assistants to get the job done. 

Tlinnnaosts are practicing 
rhe role of physicians. They 
diagnose diseases and dis- 
pense over-the-counter medi- 
cines. whereas, we. as physi- 
cians, are always reluctant to 
prescribe any medicine before 
conducting the proper med- 
ical examinations and labora- 
tory tests. Pharmacists dis- 
pense medicines without such 
tests despite the fact that it is 
not their job," Mohammed Al- 
S.iwi, a physician ai Abg- 
Alandn told rhe Arab Daily. 

“More than 90". of pharma- 
cists are not always present at 
their diug stores, they jusi 
leave their shops to assistant 
pharmacists who lack both the 
academic and scientific back- 
grounds. In the past, 
Hhaimncists were capable of 
doing many things when the 
pharmaceutical profession 
depended uii theii skills, but 
nowadays, pharmacists are 
handling everything in its final 
and ready forms. Their per- 


by Zakarla Sheikh 

sernai skills are not required 
anymore." he added. 

Meanwhile, rhe owner ot 
Aziz Pharmacy in Kusaifa 
charged that “some physic ini is 
are influenced by material 
benefits and relationships 
with pharmaceutical compa- 
nies when prescribing medi- 
cines. 

“The company that pays a 
higher price and provides a 


better package in I lie physi- 
cian, will he availed with nunc 
sales ot t licit expensive prod- 
ucts. and consequently such 
pro ducts will move Lister in 
the market. Therefore, 
patients are victimised by 
being fmced to pay in«»ic 
money fur the expensive med- 
icines, despite the presence of 
cheaper alternative medi- 
cines.” 

Pharmacists and physicians 
me calling for an immediate 


action by both the Medical 
and Phiirm.iceuiiifd Ifuiuiis to 
define the rule of pharmacists 
so that proper lecogniiion is 
established. 

“We call upon both of our 
Unions to inteik-iv i in medi- 
al elv in older to put ait end to 
the deteriorating relations 
between the two highly 
respected professions, by 
holding discussions and con- 
ference's that address such 
problems," Aziz said. 
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KREISHAN 
MEETS FRENCH 
AMBASSADOR 

M inister of Municipal an Rural affairs and the environ- 
ment Thwfig Kreishan met yesterday with the French 
ambassador in Amman Bernard Ernie. The two sides 
discussed bilateral ties between Jordan and France in all fields 
specially those regarding environment protection, fighting 
pollution and enhancing co-operaiion. Kreishan briefed the 
French ambassador on Jordan's role in environment 
Protection, its elements and Participation in fighting pollution 
as an international objective. He also reviewed projects and 
studies carried out by the Public Environment Protection 
Corporation as Parr of the active participation in environment 
protection at local, regional and international levels. The min- 
ister pointed out ro the ongoing preparations to hold the 
international conference on the protection of Nature in 
Amman in the year 2000 which is an international event on the 
protection of Nature which will cement active co-operation 
among participating countries in the conference. Kreishan 
lauded the French participation in water purification in the 
middle region of Jordan. Ernie on his part praised Jordan's 
efforts in the field of environment protection and fighting pol- 
lution expressing France's readiness to provide ail support and 
technical consultation needed by Jordan to protect the envi- 
ronment.— Petra 
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In addition to our articles by our local and International reporters, 

the . . tu u ' 

brings you the best 

from the most esteemed 
ly publications in the world. 



The Observer •n-/.- .»&• : 

Everyday the best of the Guardian newspaper is published simultaneously 

in The Arab Daily. 

The Observer .. : - 

As articles are written for The Observer they are 
published by The Arab Daily on a daily basis 
beating The Observer on its own edition on Sunday. 
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Simultaneous publishing of Newsweek material, 


W Q S hingfonposf 


the Boston $lobe 




To bring you the latest on family issues The Arab Daily publishes the best 
articles of Parenting, the number one parenting magazine world wide. 
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YEMEN APPROVES A PLAN TO CURB 
THE KIDNAPPING OF FOREIGNERS 


SANAA, (Reuters) — Yemen on 
Tuesday approved measures to 
curb a spate of kidnappings of 
foreigners and bomb attacks 
on its main oil pipeline, the 
official SABA news agency 
reported. 

It said a meeting of the 
supreme security council in 
Sanaa chaired by President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh had approved 
the plan, which would aim to 
prevent such sabotage and 
criminal activity and lead to 
the detention of those respon- 
sible. 

It also took a number of 
decisions “aimed at boosting 
the role of security forces to 
enable them to fight crimes 
and ensure security in soci- 
ety". SABA added, without giv- 
ing further details. 

A wave of kidnappings 
reached a grisly climax 
December when four 
Westerners were killed as 
security forces tried to rescue 
tourists taken hostage by a lit- 
tle-known Islamic militant 
group calling itself the Aden- 
Abyan Islamic Army. 

The kidnapping, the first in 


which hostages had been 
killed since the abductions 
began in. has damaged 
Yemen's fledgling tourism 
industry. 

On Tuesday captors freed a 
Dutch family of four and an 
elderly British couple who had 
been held for about two 
weeks, but two Germans 
hostages were still being held. 

Yemeni tribesmen frequent- 
ly kidnap foreigners as a ploy 
to press the government and 
foreign oil companies to meet 
demands 

such as improving infra- 
structure in tribal areas. More 
than foreigners have been kid- 
napped since , but few have 
been harmed. 

Tribesmen have also often 
blown up the main oil pipeline 
linking the Maarib fields witli 
Yemen's main export terminal 
on the Red Sea. inflicting 
heavy losses on the fragile 
economy. 

A major tribe whose mem- 
bers have been involved in 
several kidnappings pledged 
Inst year to help the govern- 
ment end rile abductions. 
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FREED BRITISH, DUTCH HOSTAGES IN 
YEMEN SAY THEY WERE WELL TREATED 


SANAA. (AFP) — A Dutch family 
of four and an elderly British 
couple were freed by tribesmen 
in northern Yemen on Tuesday, 
saying they had been well-treat- 
ed during almost two weeks in 
captivity. 

Police said the six Westerners 
were released before dawn fol- 
lowing several days or media- 
tion by the head of AI-Bakhil 
tribe to which the kidnappers 
belong, Sheikh Naji Abdel Aziz 
al-Shaef. 

The group, including two 
Dutch boys, were taken first to 
the interior ministry and then 
the Sanaa home of Sheikh 
Shaef, where they met up with 
British ambassador Victor 
Henderson. 

1 think I was a little suprised 
and Felt some slight apprehen- 
sion. But overall. I didn't feel 
that afraid," said Eddie Rosser 
of Britain just a few hours after 
his return from the 15-day cap- 
tivity in a remote Yemeni vil- 
lage. 

Rosser, together with his wife 
Mary, and the Dutch family, 
were abducted January 17 and 
were held in. the Barat region, 
some 180 kilometers (1 10 
m iles) north of the capital. ■ 


Bur despite their ordeal the 
former hostages, who all live in 
Yemen, said they were well and 
had no immediate plans to 
leave the country, where they 
said they felt "safe." 

"We were treated very well 
and had all our needs catered 
for by the kidnappers. We feel 
fine now. we felt under no per- 


sonal threat during the kidnap- 
ping, and we feel we would like 
to continue to work," Rosser, 
who is in his 60s, said. 

"Our home is here in Yemen. 
If there is a bad reaction to 
these events we might consider 
going, but we feel safe here," 
said Hans Koolstra who was 
speaking on behalf of his wife, 


Berta and their iwn children 
Reuse. 7. and Gerrit, 6. 

The couple and the family 
were held in the kidnappers' 
house in a village there, togeth- 
er witli the tribesmen's families, 
whose children were allowed to 
play with the young Dutch vic- 
tims. 

During the captivity “we 


worked out a routine. We rose 
fairly lnu\ we had breakfast, we 
exercised, and then we did vari- 
ous chores like washing our 
clothes. The children played 
foot ball and we read,” Eddie 
said. 

While in captivity they were 
almost completely shut off from 
the outside world. They were 


never allowed outside the 
bouse ami were given only a lit- 
tle news I iv the kidnappers and 
the Yemeni go-beuveen. 

Britisli Prime Minister Tony 
Blair, at a meeting with his 
Dutch counterpart Wim Kok in 
Bristol, southwest England, was 
“very pleased" about the 
release. 


DUBAI, (AFP) — A bomb planted In a supermarket used by Westerners in the Gulf 
trading hub of Dubai has been defused, the US embassy said Tuesday in a warn- 
ing to American citizens. The communique, the first official mention of a bomb 
in the emirate, gave neither the dote nor the name of the supermarket. 

But residents of a southern sea-side suburb where most Western expatriates 
live reported a bomb alert last Thursday at tjie biggest local supermarket which 
was evacuated. "Within the' last week art explosive. device was discovered In a 
large, popular supermarket frequented by the American and European communi- 
ties In Dubai," the embassy said in a wardens' message. 

"The police Successfully disarmed the device and an Investigation is underway." 
it said. "While the Department of State knows of no spedfle threat against 
American citizens or Interest, American citizens in the United Arab Emirates <UAG) 
are strongly urged ro'maintaih vigilance and high security awareness," 

Americans living in or visiting the UAE were urged to "review their security 
practices and to take appropriate measures to protect their personal security.” 
They Should maintain a : low profile;' vary routes diid times ' For oil travel, and 
; tredt mail from Unfamiliar sources with ihspldffn," it said, In terms more often 

used fof security updates in Sfliidl, Arabia arid Bahrain. \ * ■ • 

Newspapers id the liberal southern Gulf entfrate have made no mention .of the 
bomb fifiaarjd prill* Had holmmediatecomment.Dl|bfli has i been spared attacks 
on US ringers carried out by Islamic hiilitanls In neighboliring ^audi Arabia. 


BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) — Iraq has boosted its oil exports by 10 percent in the cur- 
rent phase of the U.N. approved oil-for-food program, the head of Iraq's State Oil 
Marketing Organization said Tuesday. 

SOMO's Saddam al-Hassan said that In the first eight weeks of this phase, Iraq 
exported an average of 1 .87 million barrels per day. 

This was 170.000 barrels a day higher than the 1.7 million barrel rate in the 
June-November phase. A1 -Hasan said he hoped to sustain the higher level or 
exports through the remainder of this phase, which ends May 24. 

Officials at iraq’s Oil Ministry say it is difficult to maintain a uniform level of 
exports because of production bottlenecks and; fluctuations in. the availability of 
tankers at export terminals. : , 

the oil-for-food program allows Iraq to sell up to dlrs 5.2 billion worth of oil 
every six months on condition that the proceeds' arc spent on food and human: 
itariau goods. 

The program is nn exception from the sweeping U.N- trade sanctions Imposed 
after Irati'S 1990 invasion of Kuwait, Which sparked the gulf Whr. ' 

Iraq has been trying to buy spare parts to repair its run-down oil Infrastruc- , 
airt so It can increase production, ' 

' AMlasun said Iraq has signed 562 contracts With foreign firms for the. pi(f- , 
■chase of spare parts worth dlrs 300 million. ■ 















BETHLEHEM, West Bank, (AFP) — Palestinian security 
men have arrested a journalist working for Israeli television 
accusing him of harming relations between Jordan and the 
Palestinian Authority, sources said here on Hies day. 

Fayez Amr, Israeli TV’s correspondent in the Palestinian ter- 
ritories, was arrested in his home in the Palestinian- con- 
trolled town oF Bethlehem south of Jerusalem late on 
Monday, the sources said. 

Amr had recently made a film dealing with the likely con- 
sequences of Crown Prince Abdullah becoming king of 
Jordan. 

The film included interviews conducted in the village of 
Dhannba in the north of the West Bank with the family of 
Abdallah's wife, Princess Kama, who is of Palestinian origin. 
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BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) — Iraq has banned any product car- 
rying a picture of the American flag from L*ntering the 
country, the daily Babil reported Tuesday, 

The newspaper, owned by President Saddam Husseins 
eldest son, Odai, quoted a Trade Ministry official as saying 
such products are forbidden ' ' wherever they come from." 
However, the ban does not apply Lo American-made prod- 
ucts in general, which are available in Iraq and popular with 
Iraqis because they are believed to be ofhigh quality. 

Most such products do not feature the U.S. (lag, but a num- 
ber of toys and t-shirts from other countries do use the 
Stars and Stripes symbol as decoration. 

Iraq consider Washington its chief enemy because the 
United States led the coalition that drove Iraqi forces out 
of Kuwait in the 1991 Gulf War. 

The United States also is the strongest foe of lifting U.N. 
trade sanctions imposed after the invasion of Kuwait. In 
December, U.S. and British aircraft attacked Iraq to try to 
force it to live up to U.N. resolutions requiring the elimina- 
tion of its weapons of mass destruction, 
in theory, under the trade sanctions, only humanitarian 
goods from the United States should be entering the coun- 
try. But such American-made products as cars, electrical 
appliances, cigarettes and cereals are smuggled in. 


BETHLEHEM, West Bank, (AFP) — Israeli security forces 
arrested a member of the Palestinian Authority intelli- 
gence service and three suspected Islamic militants in 
separate incidents, Palestinian sources said Tuesday. 
Intelligence officer Suleiman Suweiti, 28, was detained 
overnight by Israeli agents in the village of Dura south of 
Hebron, the sources said. 

The sources said three suspected members of the radical 
Islamic Jihad movement from Bethlehem had been 
detained at police checkpoints. 

Two of the men had permits to work in Israel and were 
picked up at a checkpoint leading into Jerusalem from 
I he West Bank village of Abu Dis, they said. 

The third man was arrested at another checkpoint as lie 
travelled between Bethlehem and An-Najah university in 
Nablus, where he was u student, they said. 

Israeli officials had no immediate comment on the 
arrests. Islamic Jihad is opposed lo peace accords with 
Israel and has carried out a string of deadly attacks 
against Israelis over the past five years. 
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SUPPORT TO PRESSURE ISRAEL 


DAVOS, Switzerland, (AFP) - 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat reiterated his commit- 
ment to the peace process here 
en Tuesday, but called on the 
International community to 
pressure Israel to fulfill Its 
engagements. 

Arafar also reiterated the “importance" 
or the May 4 target date for declaring an 
independent state, but did not make clear 
whether he would agree to postpone it. 

The Palestinian leader has repeatedly 
stressed the "sacred date" of May 4 dur- 
ing his two-day visit to the World 
Economic forum in this Swiss ski resort, 
but when asked if the date could be post- 
poned since it falls dose to the Israeli 
elections lias said it is still under discus- 
sion. 

"We are passing through n historic 
turning point that represents the moment 
of truth for both the Palestinian and the 
Israeli peoples as well as for the peoples 
of the whole region," Arafat told the WliF 
meeting. 

“We reiterate in front uf von ... the 
message of peace ... of turning away from 
confrontation to reconciliation between 
the Palestinian and Israeli peoples," he 


Despite Israel's ‘‘continuous el I oris to 
ohstmet the peace process" mid its liee/.- 
ing of the Wye River agreement, "we will 
not back down from continuing the 
march of the peace process," Aralni said. 

“We look to yon, with all the iitllueminl 
and eliective economic inlluence you 
have, asking for your help and support to 
make Israel comply and respect her com- 
mitments under die signed agreements," 
he said. 

Arafat is ou a five-day trip to Europe 
and the United States seen by analysts as 
part of a campaign to drum up support 
for the possible announcement of a 
Palestinian state on M.iy 4 when the inter- 
im period as ser out in the Oslo peace 
accords comes to an end. 

He said again Tuesday that May 4 “is 
one of the important dates... which can- 
not be by-passed or left hostage to nar- 
row domestic calculations." but did not 
say whether he planned to declare state- 
hood that day. 

Arafat also called for greater support 
for the Palestinian economy in a leas such 
as technology transfer. 

He particularly called for more private 
sector funding for the Bethlehem 2Ut)0 
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project, aimed at developing the 
Palestinian travel and torn ism industry. 

“The Bethlehem 2000 project still 
needs a lot of support, especially in rite 
field of investment in the sector uf 
tourism," and in lunding planned millen- 
nium celebrations in Bethlehem, he said. 

WEF rounder and president Klaus 
Schwab proposed oiganising a Middle 
fast/Nnrth Africa summit in Bethlehem in 
*2000, drawing wai m applause from both 
Amlin and lormcr Israeli premier Shimon 
Peres wlm was ill the audience. 


US INVESYBGATES FOR THE FIRST TIME PALESTINIAN 
MILITANTS' INVOLVEMENT IN KILLING AMERICANS 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — 
U .S. security officials are 
investigating Israeli alle- 
gations that the 

Palestinian Authoriry 
released live miliranrs 
involved in deadly attacks 
on Israelis and Americans, 
a U.S. official said 

Tuesday. 

Israel says that 

Palestinians involved in 
terror attacks were- among 
members of militant 
Islamic groups released by 
the Palestinian Authority 
last month, in a pardon 
for a Muslim holiday. 

Among those released, 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu has said, were 
five Palestinians involved 


in attacks that killed 
dozens of Israelis and five 
U.S. citizens. 

"We are consulting with 
both sides in efforts to 
obtain information lead- 
ing to the arrests of indi- 
viduals implicated in the 
murder of Americans," 
U.S. Embassy spokesman 
Larry Schwartz told The 
Associated Press. "We are 
raking this matter very 
seriously." 

It was the first time U.S. 
officials formally acknowl- 
edged looking into the 
issue. 

The Palestinians insist- 
ed none of those released 
were implicated in attacks 
and none were wanted by 


Israel. 

Israeli media reports 
said that the CIA was con- 
vinced the Palestinians 
were telling the truth 
after a meeting with 
Palestinian security olfi- 
cials. 

Schwartz denied that 
the United Slates had 
drawn any conclusions on 
the Israeli allegations. 

Netanyahu challenged 
the CIA on Monday ro dis- 
prove the allegations and 
insisted that the Israeli 
information “is very 
solid." 

Israel published the 
names Monday of 21 sus- 
pected militants it" claims 
have been released from 


Palestinian jails but did 
nut say where the men 
currently are tie provide 
evidence uf the releases. 

On Tuesday, Netanyahu’s 
office published a report 
of what it said were othet 
violations of Wye. 

U.S. officials have said 
they resent Israel going ro 
rhe press with its allega- 
tions before contacting 
Lhc appropriate U.S. agen- 
cies. 

The Palestinians say 
they are complying with 
Wye and accuse 
Netanyahu of freezing the 
accoids to enhance hi* 
security Image in advance 
of May 17 elections. 


SOMALI WARRING TRIBAL FACTIONS 
SIGN TWO PEACE DEALS IN MOGADISHU 


MOGADISHU (AP) — Rival 
tribes loyal to the same fac- 
tion (cadet reopened the 
coastal road north of 
Mogadishu on Tuesday afrer 
they signed a peace deal to 
end hostilities. 

’len delegates of the 
Abdallc-Aroneh and 10 of 
the Eii-Omar tribe gathered 
in north Mogadishu late last 
Monday to sign a deal end- 
ing rivalry between them. 

Both groups are from rhe 
Abgal sub-clan and are loyal 
to Ali Mahdi Mohamed. the 


warlord who controlled 
north Mogadishu until 
October when he reached a 
power-sharing deal with his 
former rival in south 
Mogadishu, Hussein 
Mnhnmed Aidid, to unite 
the formerly divided capital. 

Hostilities between the 
Abdalle-Aroneh and Eli- 
Omar. which have been fes- 
tering over land issues 
north of Mogadishu for sev- 
eral years, erupted in late 
January, killing 30 people, 

The two groups have 


agreed to four points: an 
immediate cease-fire, an 
exchange of 24 prisoners, 
the opening of the road 
along the Indian Ocean 
coast and a peaceful settle- 
ment of land and grazing 
disputes. 

There were no reports of 
fighting yesterday, and a 
200-kilometer ( 1 25 mile) 
stretch of road reaching 
from Mogadishu to northern 
coastal towns, closed by 
militia-manned roadblocks 
for three weeks, was 


reopened to public traffic. : 

A similar deal was also ;■ 
signed in Mogadishu 
Monday between the rival :• 
Sheikha] and Biyomal tribes ' 
who have been fighting fot X 
control of the coastal town ,• 
of Jamama, about 300 kilo* L 
meters (190 miles) south of? j. 
the capital. \ 

Fighting between the twij 

groups has left about HJ-!j 
people dead in the ' 1^1 ;• 
rhree weeks, reports fttwrt. •, 
rhe area have said. ? 
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Hb Excellency Bernard Emi6, 


morns by osama aru-ghanim 


By Amjad Haddad 


Interview with His Excellency Bernard Ernie, the French 
AmbassAdor to Amman explained France’s proposal on the 
latest crisis between Iraq and the U.N. stressing France’s 
position that U.S, military attacks on Iraq can only weaken 
the Security Council. Following is the complete text of the 
interview: 


" Question: was the role of 
France during the last Gulf cri- 
sis not clear? 

In the Iraqi crisis, ou the contrary, 
France did not stop adopting a very 
clear position on this issue. We think 
lhat Iraq must respect all UN Security 


Council resolutions and cooperate 
with them. We regret the Iraqi intran- 
sigence manifested during the last few 
months. However, we still maintain nur 
dialogue with Iraq. A delegation from 
the French National Assembly is cur- 
rently in Baghdad to assess the situa- 
tion. It will repot t later on ro die 


French juilmi hies. I lie recent strikes 
did mil ouiuihuie in le.snlviiig tile 
problem. Inn instead weakened the 
Security Fnuinil. 

" Question : What arc IT.ince’s 
objectives regarding Iraq? 

Olll uhji'i lives are ile.il. I 'i event ll.ii) 
hom living endowed with mass 
destruction weapons and become 
again a ilue.it to its neiuhlroiv eiiMiie 
the sertirity.mil M.ihiliiv of the region, 
lelievi-thc Iraqi people and allow llicm 
to find normal nnuliiroiis.d life. A new 
situation appeal > u»l.iv. Tile cmitml >«l 
the crisis should In- in the li.uuls ol the 
UN Security Council. A ulnhal solution 
should be looked lor. Tins is why we 
have submitted to our partner at the 
Sccuriiv Council, as well as to nur Arab 



li lends, and sum* the beginning ol 
laiiii.ii V b* I'ud.iiu.m hudi .iiiili.intii**., 
proposals ih.it tab- into cuirodn.nimi 
(lie ni-w sun. ui < mi cleared hv ilie mil i- 
taic strikes, w’itlirn ill. h.iiiiewnik ol 
till- pel spes lives we have defended lor 
a long tinier the lermogi.iimn ol li.iq 
into the regional environment. but an 
Iraq ill it is i mi .i ilue , ii .iimumc. 

Question: Whiit me ilte.se pro- 
posals? 

We lime ltd, w II In ii the .ills pices 

ol tin- Security Council, .in imei natron- 
nl system of vigilante u> prevent anv 
.n ms reequipment of Iraq, wliiili 
would require liuaiwUil li.uvq'.itvncy 
and .i new model of weapons omnol. 
and thanks to this siirveill.nne. envis- 
age lifting the embargo. The secuiitv 
in the region wilt not be fully realized 
unless, along '.villi parallel d rearma- 
ment. the solution of the crisis is 
accompanied bv the improvement of 
Iraqi's living Conti it inns. This human 
dimension is inajm and the Trench are 
troubled by the Irjqi people's suffer- 
ings. But the solution of the crisis must 
be global. 

However, we noticed with satisfac- 
tion. that the official statement of the 
Arab League ministerial meeting held 
in Cairo on January 24. includes com- 
mon grounds with our propositions, 
especially the call for lifting the eco- 
nomic sanctions imposed on Iraq 
along with rebuilding the global rela- 
tion between Iraq and the United 
Nations. 

We are ready to work with the ltd- 
low- up committee of the Arab League, 
created in Cairo of which Jordan is a 
member. 

* Question: Was there any 

compromise or deal with any 
party to play a certain title? 

In this case, there was riot any com- 
promise or a secret understanding 
what -so ‘ever. There was no distribu- 
tion of roles between any panics. 
Fiance defends ils own position rh.it 


« m letpmiJi In il. nivn vim. in in the 
li'gmil.il b.d.iiln-s in the Middle I .iM 
and its wish ro die Mahilitv and 
sc* m il v ill-, leg roil. 

Question: Does It. mce's pto- 
pt i sill include .mv it! tentative 
commission for UNSCOM? 

Allot the Gull war ui |u*»| . UN* o\t 
and the IAA1 in a> < uiilaiice to Uf! i <■■■■■ 

were ui ch,n;e nl m-ill l . ill /- 

nra the Hue s rie . urn iron weapmis in 
Iraq. I lie’, nbiiiiu.'d mane i.'miIk hi 
.ivc ui i pi railing this mosimi. 

Bill the niililarv ^trikes, a*. I aid 
before, have created a new Miuaui.it. It 
v.ill ho ilhiskmatv ro think at any extra 
progress in aim* control in be 
•.■I it. lined by file lake-mvr of IJ.NSCOM. 
Aiiv such attempt will only open a new 
cycle of tell sinus and provocations, 
■•veil strikes that lead ro nowhere. This 
i*. why wi- suggest lo formulate, v.icliiii 
die framework of die Security Council, 
a different control tool That will focus 
on the future. A renovated control 
Commission, independent and profes- 
sional. under tlu- authority of the 
Security Council, that has large access 
and investigation rights. The objective 
would be to allow a take-over of con- 
trols. hut maybe, with more respect to 
the dignity of ihe Iraqi parly. 

1 Question: How can France 
play a role in the Palestinian- 
Israeli Negotiations in light of 
the intransigence of Benjamin 
Netenyahu's government? 

France is much concerned about the 
continuity of the peace process and 
will dedicate all its vlYorrs tn the appli- 
cation of the Oslo accords as welt ah 
the recent Wye River agreement. OUR 
Foreign Minister Hubert Vedriuc told 
Ariel sliaron rlut during his last visit ro 
Paris on January 14. Presidents Chirac 
and Miiubarak have Just empathized 
on the importance they attach to. the 
continuity uf this peace process. ' '* 
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PHILIPPINES CONSIDERS 
EXPANDED SELF-RULE 

FOR MUSLI MS 


MANILA, |AFP) — Philippines 
officials on Tuesday held out 
the prospect of expanded self- 
rule lor minority Moslems in 
the Mindanao region as Manila 
got ready for peace talks with 
Islamic separatists after an out- 
break of fighting in the south. 

At the same time President 
Joseph Estrada downplayed the 
effects of the conflict, saying: 
“We have the upper hand and 
we’re very much in control." 

National Security Adviser 
Alexander Aguirre said the gov- 
ernment "can give them sub- 
stantial autonomy" within the 
bounds of the constitution, on 
top of the limited self-rule 
granted to another Moslem 
separatist guerrilla group which 
made peace in 1996. 

Aguirre said any agreement 




with the Moro Islamic 
Liberation FrontlMlLF), which 
will hold talks with the govern- 
ment today, "could jibe (with) 
or reinforce' * the 1996 pact with 
the Moro National Liberation 
Front (MNLF), "so long as these 
do not contravene our negotiat- 
ed settlement with the MNLF." 

Aguirre would not discuss 
the mechanics of the autonomy 
offer, which he said would allow 
Moslems to practise "the 
Islamic way of life." 

The 1 990 pact created a spe- 
cial council dominated by the 
MNLF to channel development 
hinds to four provinces that 
agreed to limired self-rule. 

It integrated rebel forces into 
the police and military, set up a 
regional assembly allowed to 
pass rax laws, and allowed the 


region to keep 80 percent of tax 
revenues for five years and to 
teach Islamic values in schools. 

Aguirre said several develop- 
ment projects were launched in 
Moslem areas to ensure the 
pact with the MNLF endured, 
"but because of the economic 
crisis the releases of funds were 
delayed." 

Fierce clashes occurred on 
several fronts last week in 
Maguindanao. one of the four 
mainly Moslem-populated 
provinces In Mindanao that 
make up an autonomous 
region. 

The fighting with the MILF 
left at least 32 people dead 
with more than 80,000 civilians 
fleeing areas of conflict. 

A ceasefire rook hold last 
weekend and MILL field com- 


manders will be meeting their 
military counterparts in the city 
of Cotabato today, chief govern- 
ment negotiator Orlando 
Soriano told a news conference. 

Despite the ceasefire MILF 
rebels attacked an army detach- 
ment near the town of Dam 
Piang before dawn Tuesday and 
wounded four soldiers, a mili- 
tary spokesman said. 

MILF spokesman Moahquer 
Iqbal said lighting also broke 
out near the town of Talayan, 
near an MILF training base. Hcc 
did not say if there were any 
casualties. 

Iqbal admitted that the MILF 
was still launching “hit-and-run" 
operations against military 
forces but blamed the troops 
for not withdrawing from areas 
near rebel camps. Such attacks 


did not violate the mice, he 
argued, 

The abjective would be “lu 
make the MILF happy." Soriano 
said. 

Observers said this could 
require a power-sharing accom- 
modation between Lhe MN1.F 
and the MILF under the frame- 
work of the 1996 agreement in 
which the regional government 
could have expanded powers 
without extending its area of 
coverage. 

Christian areas of Mindanao 
decisively rejected their pro- 
posed inclusion in the special 
region in 1996. Christians make 
up the majority of Mindanao's 
20.5 million population. 

The government is confident 
a way can be found by which 
both sides of the sectarian 


divide will be satisfied, Aguirre 
said. 

Mindanao island, covering an 
area slightly larger than 
Portugal or Hungary, hosts 28 
percent of the largely Roman 
Catholic Philippines’ population 
and 35 percent of its land area. 

The MILF broke off from the 
MNLF and launched its own 
separatist campaign in 1978, 
two years after a ceasefire bro- 
kered by the Organization of 
the Islamic Conference halted a 
five-year MNLF war for seces- 
sion. 

The government estimates 
the MILF now has about 12,000 
fighters, having recruited 
aggressively and built up its 
arms stockpile after Manila 
signed its peace treaty with the 
rival MNLF. 


Y STERY PLANE ON GREEK 
IHliL OCALAN RUMOURS 
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ATHENS, (Reuters) — A mystery plane on the holi- 
day island of Corfu fuelled rumours on Tuesday 
that runaway Kurdish guerrilla chief Abdullah 
Ocalan had come to Greece, but the government 
reiterated he was not in the country. 

Ocalan, Turkey's most wanted man, was denied 
permission to land in the Netherlands on Monday, 
and subsequently vanished. 

Local reporters said the plane, a Falcon type 
arriving from Switzerland, had landed on Corfu late 
on Monday. After three hours on the tarmac, two 
or three of its passengers boarded a luxury car and 
left the airport witli a police escort. 

Reporters were not allowed near the Malaysian- 
registered plane, which was still at the island's air- 
port on TUesday. They were also barred from fol- 
lowing the motorcade. 

Local authorities said the plane carried a Greek 
businessman. When pressed, a senior police officer 
in Corfu told Reuters the plane's landing involved a 
"national matter" and refused to elaborate. 

In Athens, the government insisted that Ocalan, 
sought by TUrkey as the leader of an armed strug- 
gle for Kurdish self-nile, was not oil Greek soil. 

"He did not come to Greece. He is not in 
Greece," said government spokesman Dimitris 
Reppas. When asked about the plane, he said the 
government was not aware of it or who its passen- 
gers were. 

Ocalan has been without a home base since Syria 
threw him out under Turkish pressure last 
November. A top Turkish official said on Monday 
the rebel leader had flown to Athens after being 
turned away from the Netherlands, . but Greece 
promptly denied this and said he would not be wel- 
come there. • 

Though both members of NATO, Greece and 
TUrkey are' traditional foes. Front Ankara's view- 


point, Ocalan could scarcely choose a more contro- 
versial place to seek safe haven. 

Ocalan was arrested in Rome last November after 
flying in from Moscow. He was allowed to leave as 
a free man last month after TUrkey failed to secure 
his extradition from Italy. 

Turkey says it is winning the fight against 
Ocalan's lightly-armed forces on the battlefield but 
fears Kurdish separatism could win political back- 
ing in Europe. 




BONN, (AFP) — Israel wants to become a quasi 
member of the European Union with permanent 
ties to the 15-nation EU, Israeli ambassador to 
Germany Avi Primor said in an interview pub- 
lished Monday in Die Welt newspaper. 

"We want to be anchored to the EU, not Just 
to have good relations but to be anchored in a 
permanent way in the Institutional sense," he 
said. 

"The Germany presidency promised us in 
1994 a privileged status in the European Union. 
It was a big leap forward over several stages In 
the development of Israeli-European relations. 
For us, these relations have grown increasingly 
important over the years,” Primor said. 

"We cannot become EU members. But we 
want to be anchored In such a way as to make 
us almost part of the EU, a bit like the countries 
ofthe European Free TVade Association before- 
they joined the EU,” Primor said. . . ; *V 

"We hope to attain this goal with the help of, 
the German EU presidency," he said. ... • 

Germany took over , the six-month rotating 
presidency of the EU, on January I . 
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AN EXPLOSION ROCKS 
FORD MOTOR 
COMPANY COMPLEX 


DEARBORN. Michigan (Al») — 
The explosion rocked ihe mas- 
sive Ford Motor Co. River 
Rouge Complex, then plunged 
it into darkness. Fire shot up 
into the sky as workers scram- 
bled for safety. 

I thought we were dead 
because ofthe way rhe stuff fell 
on us and pushed us to the 
ground,” worker Brian Papke- 
said. It was black and hard to 
breathe and the debris _ I did- 
n't think we were going to get 
out of there." 

One person was killed and 
12 critically injured in the 
explosion Monday in the coal- 
powered generating station 
that, fuels the sprawling com- 
plex's operations. 

I haven’t seen something 
like that since my days in 
Vietnam," said Jerry Sullivan, 
president of the local chapter 
of the United Auto Workers 
trade union. ' ' I saw people 
that were severely burned, 
severe abrasions all over their 
bodies. It was a terrible thing 
to see." 

Twenty-one workers were 
initially treated at Oakwood 


Hospital, said spokeswoman 
Jennifer George Robinson. 
Three were released and three 
others were in stable condi- 
tion. The rest, including the 
critically injured, were trans- 
ferred to other hospitals 
because of the severity of their 
burns. 

‘ Several of these gentle- 
men were thrown by the blast 
and suffered various head 
injuries," said Dr. Gary 
Christopher, director of emer- 
gency services at Oakwood. 

Tiie cause of the explosion at 
the No. 3 boiler was not imme- 
diately known. Ford officials 
said. * The building shook, we 
thought it was an earthquake," 
said Art Janes, site manager for 
the complex, which makes the 
Mustang model. 

A spokeswoman for 
Michigan Consolidated Gas Co. 
said gas was shut off at the 
complex, a standard procedure, 
and there was no evidence the 
explosion was gas-related. 

The Michigan Department of 
Consumer and . Industry 
Services sent two Inspectors to. 
the site, spokeswoman Maura 


Campbell said. 

"Wt* just can't make any 
assumptions. 1 ’ said Ari Janes. 
Ford site manager. "At this 
point in time, we have no idea 
what caused it." 

Dearborn Fire Chief Jack 
McArthur said the debris at the 
scene would complicate the 
investigation. ' ’ There's a lot of 
rubble, a lot of falldown," he 
said. ' 'This is going to be a 
complex kind of scenario to 
reconstruct.” 

The plant generates enough 
power to serve a city the size 
of Boston, Ford spokesman 
Michael Vaughn said. It pro- 
duces electricity for a complex 
that includes six different sites, 
including assembly, engine, 
tool and die, glass, stamping 
and frame plants. 

Some of the roof of the 78- 
year-old red brick building, 
which is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places, was 
gone and only metal girders 
remained. 

Most windows were broken 
and blackened, and the ground 
around the plant was covered 
with twisted meta! doors, 




tlebiis .uni ash. 

Ainu it A .Mil v-mployetr*. we Iv- 
in ili*.* dimple \ ai ilk- time, said 
iukl spokesman Inn Vella. 
About 10.0(10 people wwk at 
the six Ford factories still in 
operation jt the Rouge. 

Authorities slot chert the 
building twice Monday, includ- 
ing once with state police 
dogs, for other victims. 
Another search was planned for 
Tuesday. 

The problem at the power 
station could cause a ripple 
effect that could be felt 
throughout Ford, janes said. 
The stamping 

plant supplies 16 different 
assembly plants. 

The 1,100-acre (440-hectare) 
Rouge facility was once the 
world’s largest auto plant. 
Henry Ford built the plant in 
1918 because he dreamed of 
building a car from start to fin- 
ish in one location. 

' ‘This is the worst day of my 
life,” Chairman William Clay 
Ford Jr. said. ’ * It's awful. 
Everyone who works at Ford is 
an extended member of the 
family." 
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ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — Turkish and Israeli officials were tn dis- 
cuss ongoing military cooperation and prepare for joint manoeu- 
vres in the Mediterranean later in the year, a report s.tid Tuesday. 

The manoeuvres are pari of growing defence cooperation 
between Turkey and Israel, which also includes defence produc- 
tion accords and allow*. Israeli jets to train in Turkish air space. 

Officials lor the two nations were to meet in the Turkish capital 
Ankara yesterday. 

Arab nations, especially Syria. Iran and Iraq, feel threatened by 
die defence ties wlriih they believe is directed at them. 

The Israeli Embassy in Ankara confirmed the meeting hut 
refused to give any details. "It is pan of routine, twin* -yearly 
meetings between Israel and Turkey," said Amir M.iimon. a 
spokesman fur die embassy. 

Tlu- newspaper Daily Hurriyet said senior Israeli dele lire official 
David Iviy ami Turkish Deputy Clue I of Stall Gen. llitmi O/koh 
would | >l.m lhe details ol die nav.il rescue exercises. 

flu- (wo nations lu-ld their first joint exercise, involving inmi- 
tli, in 1,0(10 s.iilms and five wai ships, Iasi vefii. Ilu- United Slates 
also took part. 

Uurriyel said the sides would also lake up die possible de ploy 
nieiil ol Israel's Anew killislh missile defence system and the pin- 
ch, ise nlTupeyc ■iii-in-gruiiiid missiles from Israel. I mkisli milu.uv 
officials would mil comment. 





ITIIKAN. (Kcmei s| --- Iran's n.uy Ims l.uinclied in.im .envies in tile 
Gulf ..I Oman and tlu- Caspian Sea. newspapeis u-pum-d oil 
luvMay. the d.iilv K.wh.in s.u»l vessels and ilioits.mrts »%l naw per- 
sonnel based ai lhe ■jnuthensieiu port ol iTi.ihbali.ti oil Mcnnl.iv 
laniuheri the w.u games in ilu- Gull ol Oman, which would include 
e.xeuises against attacks |*v jiibm.mne- and a in rail. 

Hie iiunoenx i i-s in the i .ispian Sea were bring vairi.-.l ••in l-v 
I law IIIIII-. based m the poll ol M.mdii An/.ili. u added, without 
saying how long tin- two e\.-it ises wmiM li-.t. 


. up Bui 



SEOUL, South Korea (Af) — Prime Minister Kim jong-pil left for an 
1 1 -day visit to Egypt. Israel, the autonomous Palestinian territo- 
ries aiid India, his office said Tuesday. 

Kiln will first visit Egypt where lie will tike I President llosni 
Mubarak. Prime Minister Kama) el Gan/ouiy and foreign Minister 
Amr Mnussa. He will also visit a car assembly plant in Egypt. 

In Israel, he will meet Prime Mimsrer Benjamin Netanyahu, 
President Fzer Weizuun and Foreign Minister Ariel Sharon. He will 
then travel to the autonomous Palestinian territories to hold talks 
with Yasser Arafat. 

In meetings with Israeli and Palestinian leaders. Kim will convey 
South Korea's support for peace in the Middle East, the office said. 

On his way home. Kim will visit New Delhi to meet President 
K.R. Narayanan. Opposition Congress party president Sonia 
Gandhi ami inspect plants of South Korea's Daewoo and LG busi- 
ness groups, it said. 

He will discuss trade and other economic issues with the Indian 
leaders, the office said. 

In South Korea, the prime minister ranks No. 2 after the presi- 
dent but plays largely a ceremonial role. 
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KAMPALA, (AFP) — Uganda said Tuesday the definitive lifting of 
economic sanctions against strife-tom Burundi would depend on 
substantive progress in the peace process there. 

Regional African presidents, including Uganda's Yoweri 
Museveni, last month suspended the embargo during a summit in 
Arusha, Tanzania, to spur peace talks aimed at resolving a civil war 
that has cost some 200.000 lives since 1 993. 

Hie sanctions were Imposed by regional leaders a week after 
Tutsi Major Pierre Buypya seized power on July 25. 1996, iff a bid 
to force him to negotiate with Hutu rebels and return the tiny cen- 
tral African country to constitutional rule. 

The final lifting of sanctions will depend on “real, tangible and 
irreversible progress in. and finalisation of, the Arusha Peace nego- 
tiations among all the Burundian parties." a Ugandan Foreign 
Ministry statement said. 

"The Burundi peace negotiations have been dragging on, large- 
ly due to diversionary, obscurantist propaganda introduced into 
the negotiations from time to time by those bent op either delay- 
ing or defeating the process." it added. 
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IS SMUGGLING 

or is it a Van arab duty ' 1 

’ t’s n Ha ill/ crmu nt il... i._n 


THE ARAB DAILY 3 FEBrUarV 199~ 


I t’s ii daily scene at the customs hall. 
Tlie ofticer mechanically asks. “Are 
you carrying illegal materials, elec- 
trical appliances or any goods subjecr 
to customs?" 

After going through the customs 
and the routine official welcome, die 
traveler is overwhelmed with a feeling 
of relief, if not triumph. That is when 
the fancy wireless phone or satellite 
receiver is still safe and sound at the 
bottom of his or her suitcase. 

The problem with smuggling as a 
phenomenon in Jordan is the thorny 
nature of'thc issue, from the legal per- 
spective, smuggling is a crime defined 
as “the bringing of goods into the 
country or transferring them out in a 
manner contravening witli the 
enforced legistla lions and without the 
payment in whole or |>m t of the cus- 
toms duties and other fees and 
taxes...," according to AJi Khaleel. 
Prosecutor General at die Customs 
Court in Amman. 

The official maintains that "those 
liable to penalty include the original 
perpetrators, their partners to the 
crime, the possessors and inciters in 
addition to the owners of transport 


means, driven, their assis- 

tants and owners or ten- __ ____ ___ 

nnrs of storage facilities." 

However, smuggling is not always a 
crime in the eyes of the people. 

Thirty three-year-old Mustafa, a 
practicing Muslim, used to be a dealer 
of smuggled goods. He used to go to 
Ramtlia on the border with Syria 
where the smugglers or sailors, as in 
the jargon of the trade, sell their hunts 
to traders downtown, who, in turn, 
market rhe items to non-residents. 

“I was causing no harm to anyone. 
On the contrary, I was doing people a 
favor by supplying them with foodstuff 
at low | ) rices. This, of course, is differ- 
ent from drugs or even cigarettes," lie 
told the Arab Daily. 

Popular comfort with smuggling is 
also related to an ongoing religious 
debate whether it is halal or liaram. 

"Smuggling is a multifaceted issue." 
says Alunad Nofal, associated profes- 
sor at the Faculty of Sharia 1 , University 
of Jordan. According ro the expert in 
religion, smuggling is forbidden reli- 
giously as well as socially if it lias to do 
with bringing in the enemy’s goods 
into the country, or if it harms our 


by MAHMOUD AL-ABED 


brethren in anorhur country. 

Cattle and food are brought from 
Iraq, a matter which damages its econ- 
omy. We ail know this country is under 
sanctions.” Says Nofal. 

Otherwise, according to the profes- 
sor, smuggling is accepted when 
restricted to border areas such as 
RanUha and Dera'a on the borders with 
Syria. Ruweished and Iraq. Aqaba and 
Haqel on the borders with Saudia 
Arabia. In additiun, he says, the 
main purpose should not be trading, 
and markets should not be flooded 
with goods in a manner that damages 
the Kingdom's economy. 

From another religious perspective, 
Former Lower House representative 
Sheikh Abdul-Mimein Abu Zant differ- 
entiates between smuggling under an 
Islamic regime and that under a secular 
one. In the First case it is completely 
liaram, while in the latter he describes 
smuggling as "transferring" 

For the act to be a mere transfer, 
"goods should he halal; second, it 
should not be intended for trade; 
third, a person bringing in h certain 


lL-ABED ,tem ouisr be in need of it 

— and be satisfied with rhe 

amount that meets his/her 
needs. In addition, "this person should 
not bribe an official to bypass cus- 
toms." 

Both Nofal and Sheikh Aliu Zant 
agree that' imposing fees is a right of 
the state, which needs rhe money to 
spend on salaries and services. Iliey 
also agree that customs in this sense 
are not ‘mukous'. a rerni used in 
Islamic Fiqh to refer to unjust taxation 
that burden people's shoulders. 

In general, reasonable taxation for 
the purpose of spending on education, 
health and the like is accepted. 
However, if people are burdened by 
too high taxes and customs duties, 
which are a kind of robbery, it is natur- 
al for smuggling to increase. This 
applies now to electric appliances and 
some other essential commodities." 
Nofal exclaimed. 

Acceptance of smuggling, however, 
is not always a case of halal or harain! 
Soinerinies it is the popular sense of 
Pan Arab nationalism. "Why should 
anyone say u is liaram or even liarm- 
fiilttu transfer goods across imaginary 
borderlines imposed by the colonial- 


ENTREPR ENEURS FORWARD! 


- ftyAMRE AL- HUSSEIN I 

T oday sees the gala launch of a new nation- 
al initiative, at the Grand Hyatt. The 
foung Entrepreneurs Association (YEA). 
K ^ stab,is hed as a not Tor profit organisation, has 
j- been created to help intending and new entre- 
'• P reneurs in Jordan. The concept was developed 
; when 10 young entrepreneurs came together 
• and dfsc «ssed various issues or positive and 
; negative influence on enterprise development 
j in Jordan. These 10 entrepreneurs became the 

; founding board members of the YEA. each of 
i them having a similar yet unique methodology 

; behind their own successful business establish- 
, ments. 

; “Jordanians should believe in themselves, as 
Henry Ford once said, 'if you believe you can or 
believe you can't, you're right!" stated Al- 
Qasem, president of the association. The asso- 
ciation has been created by leading, energetic 
entrepreneurs. The YEA was established due 
the perceived Jack of prosperous opportunities 
for young business persons. 

Currently the YEA receives funding from 
Germany's Friedrich Naumann Foundation 
(FNF). This funding was allocated for the 
expense of establishing the association and set- 
ting-up a meeting place for YEA members. 
Although the YEA is receiving FNF funding at 
this time they are planning to be self-sufficient, 
and are also negotiating other international aid. 

"The main objectives of the YEA," stated Al- 
Qasem, “are to create an environment of com- 
munication, education, and co-operation for 



Association 



members. The YEA is looking to develop an 
open forum to establish communication 
between young entrepreneurs, an atmosphere 
where you can teach and learn, and develop 
long-term relationships with other young 
Jordanian entrepreneurs." 

70% of Jordan's population is under the age 
of 30, these people are entering the work force, 
and realise that easy money does not exist," 
added Al-Qasem. The intention of the YEA is to. 
attract as members those individuals who have 
had problems, and arc looking for assistance in 
finding solutions. 

Those who join the YEA will receive specific 
benefits. In return for the 100 JOD yearly mem- 
bership fee. members will have access to the 
offices and rhe assistance of YEA employees. In 
addition a handbook, currently being created, 
will help entrepreneurs look in the right places, 
ask the right questions, and find the right 
investment. The questions asked in the detailed 


and educational handbook will include: How 
much can you sell? what prices are you target- 
ing? what are the costs and materials involved? 
These questions will help potential financiers 
evaluate the feasibility of the investment with 
more ease. 

As an extension of other projects, individually 
established by the Ministry of Planning,’ the YEA 
is seeking to assist its members. 1998 showed 
a negative GDP in Jordan, demonstrating dearly 
the need for open forums, such as the YEA. 
where members can get the know-how on ere 
ating businesses. 

The agenda of the Gala Launch will com- 
mence with introductory speeches by Al- 
Qasem, and Ulrich Vogt (FNF). The key-note 
speaker will bejawad Al-Anani. These speakers 
will be Followed by a presentation by YEA board 
member Emile Qubeisy, 

Al-Qasem believes that something must be 
done. "We don't have a choicel The status of 
the government expenditure and the dependen- 
cy on phosphate and potash are not re-assuring! 
The development of businesses with an export 
orientation is needed for growth." 

Many young Jordanians have relied on family 
businesses. With the stagnation of the local 
market, the security of such dependencies is 
questioned. For this reason, any attempts to 
assist and support new entrepreneurs in Jordan 
is to be commended. The global market is open 
to Jordan; what remain are the right tools for 
implementation that can be identified vyith the 
assistance of associations such as the YEA. " ■ j 


11 ists?" protests Samer Amawi. a thirty 

lle four-year-old computer technician. 

" These sll °tild not exist in the first 
cl place." lie I old the Arab Daily. 

3 Tlie government body responsible 
lor curbing smuggling is the Anti- 
of Smuggling Directorate which operates 

0 lmdcr umbrella of rhe Customs 
, v Department. The latter is a division of 
■ e the Ministry of Finance. Alrhough this 
n a S enc y deals with all types of smug- 
n sling, it is mostly concerned with cer- 
tain types of goods such as cigarettes. 

ir spirits, electrical appliances and fuel, 

i, Tlie Ami-Smuggling Directorate at 

I. the Department of Public Security, in 
y return, is concerned with the smug- 
i. gling of drugs and other prohibited 
materials into the Kingdom, 
s The customs Anti-smuggling body 

1 shoulders a tough task. Sources there 
describe their duties as follows: 
Watching ovei border lines, surveil- 
lance and fighting smuggling in towns 
and public areas, among others. 

J" Nonetheless, and despite their 
round-the-clock operations, the 
sources admit that the long bordei- 
lines and rhe lack of the needed facili- 
ties diminish i lie directorate's ability 
ru get smuggling under control. 
Besides, the huge number uf lorries 
passing through the Kingdom in transit 
makes it difficult to inspect them all. 

The Customs Department coordi- 
nates at rhe international level with 
the World Customs Organization 
through its Regional Intelligence 
Liaison Office (RILO) which is based in 
Riyacl, Saudi Arabia. 

At home, ecunomic recession and 
relatively high unemployment rates, 
together with high tariffs on certain 
goods are seen to be behind an 
increase in smuggling operations. 

Mustafa ndmils that the only reason 
behind his decision to quit smuggling 
is the customs patrols manning the • 
loads to Amman, He charges that the 
government succeeded in undermin- 
ing his source of living. 

On its part, the Customs 
Department attributes smuggling to 
many factors, two of which touch on 
the economic situation. According to 
officials at the department, the low 
prices of certain commodities In 
neighboring countries and the high j 
customs duties on other marker goods ; 
encourage people to resort to smug- j 
gling. ; 

Still, money collected from customs j 
remains the main source of Income to ' 
the state. The Customs Department • 
supplied the national treasury In 1997 
with 37% or total revenues, and 43% of 
domestic revenues. 

These figures do not corne as a sur- 
prise to Nofal, but a balance should be 
achieved. 

“The government should start to 
build up mutual trust while Instilling 
convictions in the minds of citizens. 
People should not suffer anymore." 


JORDAN'S HAZARDOUS 
WASTES AWAIT TREATMENT 


O ne of Jordan’s chronic and serious 
environmental problems may soon 
be resolved in a satisfactory and sus- 
tainable manner. Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh headed a meeting at the Ministry 
of Planning last Thursday to address the 
issues of solid waste landfills. Amongst rec- 
ommendations emerging from the meering, 
Tarawneh stressed rhe importance of 
embarking on rhe establishment of a haz- 
ardous waste treatment facility as soon as 
possible. 

Like any other country in tlie world, 
Jordan produces large amounts of haz-“ 
ardous wastes that are not dealt wirh in an 
environmentally sound method. A recenr 
World Bank study of 30 industries indicat- 
ed that a total of 830 tonnes of solid liaz- 
ardous wastes and 2,330 tonnes or liquid 
j hazardous wastes are generated annually. 

[ Significant quantities of these toxic and 
hazardous wastes are currently disposed of 
in uncontrolled landfills, dumped in rivers 
or wadis, or spread on (lie deserr. Tlie 
study also found a number of dump sites 
and contaminated areas; some were judged 
to he of such significant health and envi- 
ronmental hazards tliar an immediate 
dean-up was recommended. 

A hazardous waste disposal site has 
been identified in Suwaqn', south easr of 
Jordan in a semi-arid Dad in area where no 
important ground water basins are locaretl. 
Tlie design of the treatment facility will 
allow for the treatment and disposal of oil 
waste, halogenous waste, solvents, organic 
chemical wastes, mercury wastes, pesticide 
wastes, other chemical wastes and biologi- 
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cal and infectious hospital wastes. 

The project includes the development 
of a waste treatment plant, and the estab- 
lishment of an emergency relief facility until 
the plant lias been developed and is opera- 
tional. [r also includes prescriptions for the 
collection of hazardous wastes and meth- 
ods of treatment and disposal. 

Several other components are also 
included in tlie project such as a further 
inventory of hazardous wastes; rhe prepa- 
ration ol a comprehensive management 
plan: the collection and transportation of 
wastes ro rhe lacility; the construction of a 
central treatment facility and associated 
infrastructure and the operation of the 
facility. 

Although rhe project itseir is environ- 
mentally supportive, a nuiuk-r nr elements 
and negative environmental impacts are 
expected. A strict and thorough 
Environmental Impact Assessment study 
(FIA) is being prepared to justify the estab- 
lish mem of the facility as an alternative in 
doing nothing. 

The estimated tntal cost of the prnji-ii in 
the first ten years is around IJSSIB million. 
Operating costs over file same period will 
be approximately HSS2.5 million. The rate 
of the return on equity will depend mi tlie 
price per tonne ol waste collected and 
could vary between 30 and 40 percent. 

The Jordan Environment Protection Law 
No. 12 of 1995 identifies the dangers of 
hazardous wastes, and requires that such 
wastes be classified and the dumping, col- 


lecting or discharge of any niati-ri.il that is 
haimlul to health or the environment., or 
the storage of harmful materials near 
water sources is prohibited. Moreover, the 
National Environmental Strategy recognises 
the seriousness of hazardous wastes, par- 
ticularly effects on water resources and sur- 
face water supplies, such as King Talal 
Reservoir, its related ecosystems and the 
ultimate effect on agrimliural products irri- 
gated by these supplies. 

As for the technical aspects of the pro- 
ject, the treatment methods in lie applied 
are diversified, depending upon the nature 
of waste to he treated. Some materials can 
he recycled, eithvr.it file stniice of genvra- 
liuii or at ii lential filiation. t.Vnnin materi- 
als can lie incinerated or treated with lu-ai. 
such as medical wastes, either m existing 
cement kilns on site, or in a central facility. 
Oil sludge can he Healed liinlognally ami 
other wastes can he stored at the central 
lacility until a method of treatment is avail- 
able. Ii is estimated that the annual 
amounts n| hazaidniis wastes that will Ire 
treated will be over irt.drtn tonnes. To man- 
age the heal men l as the laciliiv grows, fire 
project will he developed over .1 pern «d of 
H) years. 

The danger remains, however, in the 
method uf waste transfer to the facility. 
'Iliis issue must be dealt with using gie.il 
caution and responsibility, and the manage- 
ment ol the treatment plant will require 
high caliber technical stall ami experts to 
guarantee a safe operation of a very sensi- 
tive project that is urgently needed for 
Jordan. 
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N^W DELHI (API. r~. Mia'*; governing partners vvefe 
expected so dash over price rfses Hiesday during n cloSed 
dtfnr meeting oifthe biidget, ■ ■' > , 

\ Finance Minister Ynslrtvanr SinHa of the Bharatiya Janata ' 
Party, which leads the fractious . 19-member coalition gov*, 
eminent:, was to brief otiier . parties on the. budget lie is i 
■pieparing to present to Parliament Feb. 27. Sinlia Is iitiSer 
pressure to control India’s spiralling deficit, but he.is also 
: ,mder political pressure after slashing popular subsidies! 

Over the past week. Sinha reduced subsidies, thereby j 
sharply raising the prices, on cooking gas, rice, wheat, 

; sugar and fertiliser. The issue is crudnl when the price of ! 
onions skyrocketed due to rain damage, the BJl 1 suffered 
badly in three critical state elections lust November. 

At least three parties in the federal cun lit ion have threat- 
ened to withdraw support over prices. Share pikes 
opened lower on the Bombay stock exchange amid Tears of • 
n government collapse. 

But the liconomic Times, quoting mummed government . 
sources Tuesday, said the BJl* would hold linn on subsidies 
and may even go further, by raising fees for education, 
transport at ion, water and power. 

The cut in subsidy will send tire light signal in the mar- 
ket. There is no question of ,i rollback Revenue Secretary 
Vijay Kelkar fold reporters. 

Sinha lias predicted the deficit I’m the current fiscal 
year will be oil the t.irgel of 5.(> percent of gloss domestic 
product. T he fiscal deficit is always the fikiis ol attention 
during the annual budget presentation. 

This largely agricultural nation was hit by a poor summci 
crop, exports have been hurl by the inleination.il etoitoni- 
; ic slowdown, and industrial growth has slowed. Most ..I 
the Indian government's income is derived from custom* 

. and excise taxes. 




TELEPHONE PRICE WAR 
BEDEVILS HONG KONG 




NG KONG (AP) — The witches and devils 
were worse than a bad dream for Hong Kong 
e ^communications they were a real, visible 
reminder of the new competitive threats it 
’ * n a Ion 8‘ d *stance telephone market 
that s just been thrown wide open. 

°ng Kong Telecom lost its monopoly on 
ong distance telephone service on Jan. 1. 
ma er companies immediately waged a bru- 
. ^ r,ce Vvar ' Including controversial, demon- 
c advertisements, against the telecommuni- 
cations giant. 

pr ' ce war is horrifying, and It's just the 
r . said Kin Wong, deputy-managing direc- 
, r . tiny China - Hong Kong 
ernational Communication Co. Ltd, 
e spooky ads came from rival City 

„n>2 m ’ was tout *ng calls to the 

1 ed States and Canada for just S0.17 per 
mute, compared with 6S0.87 per minute on 
V |° n ® c f ong Telecom's regular direct-dial ser- : 
ice Since City Telecom users must dial 1-666 
u j 3Ce their budget calls, the company, fig- 
1 C ° U ^ ® et consumers t0 remember the 
• regarded by some as the sign of the 

jbJ,' ky running the demon and witch ads. 

I — 


If its price cuts were ™ b " PRISCJLI 

not unnerving enough 

for its competitors, City Telecom followed 
things up with a lowest-price guarantee, 
promising subscribers refunds if its rates were 
not the cheapest in town. 

“Other companies are offering very confus- 
ing short-term discount plans, which offer dif- 
ferent rates during different times. 

We want to give our custdmers peace of 
mind,” said the company's marketing manag- 
er, identified herself only by the surname Lee, 
in keeping with the company's policy. Last 
October, Hong Kong Telecom gave up its lock 
on the direct-dial long-distance market in 
exchange S859 million in compensation. The 
government has since issued 32 licenses for 
competitors, and up to 40 others are expect- 
ed to Join the fray. Hong kongltlecom, which 
still claims about 75 percent of market share, 
can’t compete on price because the goyem- 
ment has Imposed restriction^ to prevent it 


by PRISCILLA CHEUNG f tr a Tc gy t0 compete on price," 

insisted company spokeswoman 

com followed Ursula Yeung. 

:e guarantee, The competition entered its early stages in 
fits rates were 1995. Some companies began to offer "call- 
back" services, using infrastructure of over- 
gveryconfus- seas telephone companies, which meant 
rhich offer dif- cheaper phone calls also featured poorer 
les. reception quality. 

ners peace of But beginning this year, Hong Kong Telecom 
keting manag- had to grant the rivals access to its local tele- 
surname Lee, phone infrastructure, 
s policy. Last Yeung said she expects the intensifying 
ive up Its lock competition to knock many smaller players 
ce market in out of the market in the next few months, 
ensation. The But they are scrambling to carve themselves 
2 licenses for viable niches in the market, 
rs are expect- Some are targeting companies that log high 
fiecom, which telephone traffic to mainland China. A few 
market share, target the 180, 000-strong Filipino communi- 
e the govern- ty here. 


ment has Imposed restrictions to prevent it Yeung at Hong Kong Telecom said she does 
from predatory pricing, instead, Hong Kong not expect profits to drop drastically even if 
'telecom, started to guarantee refunds to cus- . ' the company continues to lose market share. 

; corners who. are not happy with the sound In the end, the market .will grow as people 
quality on their phone calls. “It was never our make more calls because of the lower rate 


and better selection of services, she said. 

The volume of international call traffic has 
doubled since 1990, statistics from rhe gov- 
ernment Office of the Telecommunications 
Authority showed. The office does not keep 
statistics on the size of the market, but rev- 
enue from international calls for the domi- 
nant Hong Kong Telecom was 17 billion Hong 
Kong $ 2.18 billion last year, a slight decrease 
from 52.23 billion in 1997. 

As the phone companies scramble for cus- 
tomers, the devils and witches had an impact, 
but not necessarily the one City Telecom was 
hoping for. 

More than 200 people picked up the phone 
not to register for their service but to coin- 
plain to the government Broadcasting 
Authority that the commercials were too 
"unnerving and terrifying." 

Many majf have been Christians whose reli- 
gious sensibilities were offended, but City 
Telecom has at least temporarily stopped the 
Spots while running its lowest-piice guaran- 
tee promotion. 
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AIRLINE SHARKS AT BAY 


CHICAGO (APJ — Alter □ period of relative 
peace, a spurt of buyout activity is making 
the largest airlines in rile United States look 
like sharks hunting for prey. 

With economic turmoil spreading across 
the globe and competition becoming even 
more stiff for lucrative business and First- 
class travellers, the collegiate days of 
alliances have suddenly been relegated to 
the coach section while mergers have 
moved up to first class. 

United Airlines’ parent company recently 
set ofT what experts predict will be a bid- 
ding war to acquire America West Airlines, 
the ninth-iargesr U.S. carrier and an impor- 
tant player on theWest Coast. It was only 
the second time this decade a major airline 
has snapped up another player, with the 
parent of American Airlines last year pur- 
chasing Reno Air. 

It only goes to show that we only will 
Imve three or four big carriers in a few 
years,' said Joseph Swicterman, a DcPnul 
University economist and expert on airline 
competition. 

But why the sudden interest in buying 
airlines after a long period in which carriers 
sought to form national and trans-Atlantic 
links with competitors? 

Experts say It comes down to dollars and 
cents. American carriers for years benefited 
from corporate largesse, as companies flew 


their employees from one meeting to rhe 
next with little regard to the cost of travel. 
Now, an economic crisis that began in Asia 
and has spread to Russia, parts of Africa 
and Latin America has caused many to 
tighten their belts. 

fewer people are flying more expensive 
international tickets, instead coin in uni cat' 
mg by computer or teleconference, said 
Frank Cassell, a transportation expert and 
professor emeritus at Northwestern 
University. And those who travel are hold- 
ing out for the best ticket prices with less 
regard for carrier loyalty, he said. 

Right now, that's good for the consumer 
looking to get a deal on travel to large 
cities both domestically and abroad. 

Jet fuel prices that remain at there lowest 
in years have helped airlines keep ticket 
prices down. Rut other costs, including 
employee salaries, have gone up, meaning 
their profit margins arc getting slimmer. 

Slim profit margins translate into unhap- 
py Wall Street investors, however, forcing 
company executives to take the kid gloves 
off and try to make money the old-fash- 
ioned way __ by taking it from weaker com- 
petitors. 

They're going to be merging, no doubt 
about it,’ Cassell said.J’Ccrtainly that 
would hurt the consumer in the long run 
because it's going to drive up ticket prices.’ 


In an interesting twist, aviation experts 
say United appears ro be interested in 
America West nut for its route sysrem in 
rhe West, bur because it has a fleet of 
planes that can be readily transferred to the 
East. 

United, responding to unexpectedly 
strong competition from USAirways out of 
Washington's Dulles International Airport, 
has said it will sharply expand its opera- 
tions there. But the 16 planes rhe company 
plans to purchase for the entire fleet this 
year still would not be enough to meet its 
goals, and America West has entered rhe 
picture. 

In the longer term, analysts say the con- 
solidation activity points to the increasing 
globalization of business. 

American's pending broad alliance with 
British Airways has set off a scramble to 
create similar alliances and ultimately could 
lead to more buyouts of companies that arc 
slow to respond to the new realities of a 
global economy, Cassell said. 

"Consumers want seamless service, to he 
able to get on a plane in Chicago and go 
just about anywhere in the world without 
having to change tickers, schlep luggage, 
etc.,’ lie said. “And if someone will offer it 
to them, they'll approve it.' 



BLUE CHIPS UP 

NEW YORK (AP) — Blue-chip stocks gave back moderate gains 
in the final minutes of trading Monday to end lower, but the 
Nasdaqcoinpusire inched higher to dose at a record level for 
the thirdconsecutive session. The Dow Jones industrial average 
ended 13.13 lower at 9.345.70, breaking two days of gains. (US- 
CLOSING STOCKS) 

AXA BIDS FOR SUN LIFE 

LONDON (AP) — French insurer AXA on Monday made a 3.447 
billion pounds (dlrs 5.653 billion) bid through its British sub- 
sidiary Sun Life and Provincial Holdings for Guardian Royal. 

Exchange PLC, the companies announced. Sun Life, whose 
shares fell sharply on the announcement, said it is confident 
of getting regulatory approval for the agreed take-over of 
British insurer Guardian Royal, We don't anticipate any prob- 
lems. We don't become dominant in any one market, said 
Andy Homer, head of Sun Life's United Kingdom general insur- 
ance operations. Sun Life, which Is 71,6 percent owned by 
AXA, will offer 249 pence (dire 4.08) in cash and 0.243 new Sun 
Life shares for each Guardian share, valuing the stock at 389 
pence (dlrs 6.40) per share. (BRITAIN -1NSURAN CE) 

SPC1ETE -MERGES WITH PARIBAS 

PARIS (API — hi a merger of two French banking powerhouses, 
Societ e Generate is buying Paribas to better compete in a 
European market that has u new common currency and fewer 
barriers to financial trade. The merger, for 15.1 billion Euro 
(dlrs 17.13 billion) in stock, will create one of Europe's largest 


"MORE REFORMS" SAY WORLD LEADERS 



DAVOS. Switzerland (AP) — As 
they conclude their talks on the 
global economy, world leaders 
agree that reform is needed but 
are divided on what shape it 
should take. 

The World Economic Forum, 
with an attendance this year of 
1,600 political and business 
leaders, comes to a close on 
lbesday, the sixrh day of discus- 
sion on Issues ranging from 
business on the Internet to the 
role of the international. 

Monetary Fund in aiding 
world economies. 

On Monday, German 
Chancellor Gerhard Sell roe der 
and U.S. 

financier George Soros added 
their voices to the calls for 
reform. 

Only a global economic sys- 
tem that fires the creative ener- 
gy or the people and is at the 
same time geared to social and 
economic targets can build a 
foundation for sustainable 
prosperity, Schroeder said. 

Soros said it is time for the 
International Monetary Fund 
tobccome more of a lender of 
last resort. 

While the time is right to 
give crisis-hit Brazil additional 
funds beyond the IMF’s dlrs 
41.5 billion rescue package, the 
contagious effects of financial 
crises in Asia and elsewhere 
appear under control, he said. 
The wrecking bail lias slopped 



Chancellor SCHROEDER at NATO briefing 


swinging. 

Also Monday. Schroeder 
defended his government's pol- 
icy on midear power, which he 
said had been falsely depicted. 

The new German govern- 
ment is not contra nuclear 
power but pro a modern energy 
policy " lie said. 

Last week. Schroeder nbmpt- 
ly put off plans pushed by his 
junior coalition partner, the 
environmentalist Greens, for a 
quick start to the shutdown of 


Germany's 19 nuclear plants. 

The about-face revealed the 
tension between the main goal 
of Schroeder's Social 
Democrats fighting high unem- 
ployment and the Greens’ focus 
on ecological themes. 

We have to recognise that, 
both for commercial and wider 
economic reasons, nuclear 
energy is no long-term alterna- 
tive. 

Schroeder said. You cannot 
have nuclear power without 
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nuclear waste. 

Also attending the forum was 
PLO leader Yasser Arafat, who, 
after sideline meetings in 
Davos with Egypt’s president 
and the U.N, secretary-general, 
said he still has not decided 
whether he will declare a 
Palestinian state May 4. 

Tills is still under discussion 
at all Palestinian levels Arafat 
told a news conference. Israel 
vehemently opposes anysuch 
declaration. 


banks. It comes at a time when French banks have been criti- 
cised for being slow to react to Industry consolidation across 
the continent. France was behind its European neighbours in 
terms or consolidation, so it was dear that one day or another 
French banks would have to merge, said Yves Burger, a banking 
analyst at Standard and Poor in Paris. The combined Socicte 
General, a banking group, and Paribas, an investment bank, will 
be called SG Paribas. (FRANCO-BANK MERGER) 

BARCLAYS TO RESTRUCTURE 

LONDON (AP) — Shares in Barclays PLC rose Mondny after the 
bank said it will restructure its retail banking unit, shedding 
hundreds or jobs and rebranding itself with n new advertising 
campaign. Barclays will reduce the number of divisions in its 
retail business to two from mound 20. The bank, which 
employs 60,000 staff world-wide, didn't specify how many 
jobs it will eliminate, but said people will be laid off over die 
course of 18 months. Shares of Barclays rose 4 percent fol- 
lowing the announcement. (BUiTAIN-RARCLAYS) 

brazils real strengthens 

RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil (AP) — Brazil's currency strengthened 
and markets calmed Monday ns a lop official of the 
International Monetary Fund came to Brazil to discuss ways to 
Fix the battered economy. Stanley Fischer, the IMF’s chief econ- 
omist, is to meet with Finance Minister Pedro Malan on 
TUesday. The talks could expedite release of the second Instal- 
ment of a dlrs 41.5 billion aid package. The real closed stronger 
Monday at 1 .9 1 to the dollar, up from 2.06 at Friday’s close. The 
currency has lost 39 percent of its value since the devaluations 
began. (BRAZIL-1MF) 

WTO TO LOOK AT US LAWS 

GENEVA (AP) — Amid growing pressure on Washington to 
impose anti-dumping duties on steel imports, the World TVade 
Organization Monday agreed to investigate U.S. anti-dumping , 
laws. The complaint over the 1916 Anti-Dumping Act was 
brought by the European Union and will mean a dispute set- 
tlement panel looking at the case, one of many disputes cur- 1 
rently unresolved between the two largest members of the 
WTO. "The U.S. regrets and is disappointed that the EU hSs 
taken the step of requesting a panel,” said trade ambassador - 
Rita Hayes after the meeting. . 

• Dumping refers to the selling of large quantities of goods at 
a lower price than is economic in .an attempt to corner’ the; ! !' 
market. •• 
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SOROS WANTS NEW 
WORLD FINANCIAL 
INSTITUTION 


PARIS (AFP) — The world’s next major financial 
crisis will blow up “at the heart of the system" 
due to over-heating on the stock markets, 
financier George Soros warned in an interview 
published Tuesday in the French daily Le Figaro. 

To prevent the speculative “bubble" created by 
the stock market boom, from bursting, Soros 
called for the establishment of international 
institutions "capable of averting excesses and too 
much instability” - a function which he said the 
International. 

Monetary Fund (IMF) was not in a position to 
fulfil. 

“What the IMF is doing now is not working, it 
was devised for another environment," Soros 
said, accusing IMF leaders of having "misunder- 
stood how markets operate” since the start of the 
Russian economic crisis at the beginning of the 
decade. 

"Raising interest rates to try to stop a currency 
collapsing, in fact strengthens attacks against 
this currency because that helps to undermine 
the solvability of lenders and of the country 
itself," said Soros. 

Soros also criticised the welfare state, saying it 
was no longer a "viable option” and could no 


longer limit the "growing inequalities between 
rich countries at the centre and the peripheral 
countries, and the inequalities within the rich 
countries themselves." 

"The welfare state becomes inappropriate 
within the framework of the world financial mar- 
ket. Closer international co -opera tionfisneces- 
sary, a harmonisation of policies, like what is 
going to happen in Europe with the creation of 
the Euro," he said, alluding to the European sin- 
gle currency launched on January I. 

As a way of reforming the IMF. Soros suggest- 
ed setting up a "an international central bank" 
but which would "not be an insliuttinn tike the 
(US) Federal Reserve or the European Central 
Bank.” 

“It simply means that the IMF should be in a 
position to intervene as a lender, ns a Inst resort, 
to countries wishing to obtain such a form of 
protection," he said. 

Soros was reassuring on the Rrnzili.m financial 
crisis saying it was "no longer of world propor- 
tions But he stressed the need lor IMF support 
for Brazil “without which rhe risk exists of a free 
fall of the currency, as happened in Indonesia". 



GEORGE SOROS IN ACTION AT DAVOS THIS WEEK-END 
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CHINA TO OVERHAUL FINANCIAL TRUSTS 


StlANGHAI(AFP) — China on Ihestlay rolled out 
plans for overhauling its 740-odd trust and 
investment corporations (TICs), announcing 
five more of the troubled financial institutions 
would be closed by the end of February. 

The official China Securities News reported 
the Communist Party . 

Central Committee and the State Council had 
demanded the "cancellation” of China Hauling 
TIC, China Great Wall TIC, Chinu 

Oriental TIC, China inda TIC and tire People's 
Insurance TJC of China, It said. 

All were established by banks, insurance 
companies or other enterprises, unlike the 
bankrupt Guangdong International Dust and 
Investment Corp. (GITIC), which was an arm of 
the Guangdong provincial government. 

Beijing also ordered 13 other small TICs now 
controlled by central-government departments 


restructured by the end of March. 

Seven are to be transferred to new owner- 
ship, the report said, without providing details. 

The seven are China Nationalities TIC, China 
Economic Development TIC, Cliungmei TIC. 
Jingu International TIC, China Tourism TIC. 
China Education and Technology TIC, and China 
Science and Technology International TIC. 

The remaining six would be ■‘restructured" in 
an unspecified manner, it said. 

All the Finns named Tuesday are smaller in 
scale than the 

mammorh GITIC, which was closed in early 
October and formally went bankrupt last 
month. 

October's surprise decision sent shivers 
through international financial markets, as 
GITIC owed billions of dollars to foreign 
lenders. 

A national meeting in Beijing at the end of 


that month laid plans lor a sweeping ir.uk- 
down on Uk* country's trust and invest mem 
companies commonly known .is I Tit's .litliougli 
most are n<u internal ii oral in nature. OH kills 
sjid at tlwt time di.it must ul'the firms would 
he shut down m merged, but Tuesday's report 
marks the opening salvo of the crackdown. 

Most of China's TICs are technically insol- 
vent. having accumulated huge debts from 
years of pour management and high-risk 
investments. 

fire problem-plagued sector is not 
a heavyweight in China's 
overall financial system, however, accounting 
for just four to five 
percent of total capital. 

US investment bank Lehman 
Brothers has estimated only seven 
percent of China's foreign debt is in TICs’ 
hands- 


STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES 


WASHINGTON (R) —Faced with a 
U.S. economy that Is humming 
along briskly even as growth 
elsewhere slithers o a halt, the 
Federal Reserve is expected to 
hold interest rates steady at its 
meeting this week. 

Analysts said the two oppos- 
ing forces in the economy 
domestic strength and interna- 
tional weakness will dominate 
the discussion at the Fed's first 
Policy meeting, of the year on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 


they will move rates higher, 
given the risk that it would 
increase the flow of capital to 
Che United States and away from 
countries internationally that are 
hurting.” 

The Fed's rate-setting «m, the 
Federal Open Market 
Committee, starts ijts meeting 
Tuesday afternoon and yvillton- 
cjijde on Wednesday... • ! i 

The FOMC Is holding a 
day session instead of its. usual 
one-day gathering 'so members 


has spread from Asia to Russia 
and most recently enveloped 
Brazil, the world's eighth largest 
economy. But so far the prob- 
lems abroad have done little to 
dent the powerful U.S. momen- 
■ wm; The final three months of 
last year' saw a burst of strength 
• in' which the economy surged, 
surprising many economists and 
suggesting the vigorous expan- 
sion Is ujillkely to fade any rime 
" 'soon.'. . . 

"The economy is ' quite 


. interest rates was in November, 
when it made the last of three 
’ rapid-fire reductions in the feder- 
al funds rate in the final part of 
last year. The cuts, aimed at 
shielding the U.S. economy from 
the impact of the global turmoil, 
brought thd rate down by i 
totalof three-quarters of a per- 
centage point. 

El||s said that, in view of the 
economy's resilience, some Fed 
officials might raise the question 
of whether all of last year's rate 


717. nmay - 0ne * ay * ■ * S • robust " said pjerfe Ellis of cuts were needed, but econo- 

in ■“"fc'TJISrSri m2 Premark Decision Bcbnoibics in mists laid It is imlifcly the Fed 

Chmnra C rates ' , sa d Christlne 10 be included 1 A ’ New York. "At ’one time, we would consider boosting interest 
Finan ■ ’i e 5 onom,st at Crestar AJan Greenspan s.sem .. . ^ p e( j ^ easing rates in the near future because 

in. . Richmond,, ‘‘Humphrey • n could worsen The global pro* 
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INVESTMENTS DOWN 
IN MALAYSIAN 
MANUFACTURING 

KUALA LUMPUR (AH’) -Malaysia* I'm I uivign invest iiumu» in 
the manufacturing sector dipped 12 percent to 12.65 billion 
ringgit <3.3 billion dollars), but are expected to pick up this 
year, a minister said Tuesday. 

"The decline in foreign investments could be attributed m.iin- 
' ly to tile decline In investments from Japan and Taiwan." said 

• International Trade and Industry Minister RaFidah Aziz. 

Speaking at a news conference to unveil the 1998 manufac- 
luring sector report. Rafidnh said Malaysia received a fair share ; 
or foreign investments despite an overall contraction in global . 

. outflows. 

Citing an example, she said the government had received 
investment applications worth 1 3 billion ringgit last month \ 

. alone. ' 

"Certainly with more hard work, we will see a better 1999 j 
coming,” she said, adding Malaysia targeted manufacturing sec- , 

; tor investment of 25 billion ringgit annually through to 2005. * 
Domestic investments last year plummeted by 66 percent to ! 

• 6.32 billion ringgit from 19.79 billion in 1997. 1 \ 

Investment applications for the manufacturing sector in 1998 5 
'■ fell 14 percent to 729. while proposed total capital investments \ 

V declined by 45-percent to 18.97 billion ringgit. * 

J Of the total, 12.65 billion ringgit was from foreign sources J 
; while the balance was domestic. 

} ■’ Rafidnh said the sacking of deputy premier Anwar Ibrahim ip ( . 

? September las [year had “caused a tremor" on the domestic ■ 
f political -front but did not rock foreign Investments. ! 

j "As you cart see, there |s no effect- The sacking pf One person j 
| does not matter" slip said, noting that Malaysian poiltfles Were. J 
| the result oif a collective decision,. 

j . . Anwar has been arrested and {rhargeijl With 10 count* of core.j 
t raptloo prid. sodqniy.:all Of jvhlcIV he.^ismisjsed as part ofo pollt- j 

£ Rqfldah . ptiealgieil, - t ■ i M rIb jfst s mwri did i^ynsA ifi 1 comp ellthjc, 111 , 

i the manufbeturirig sector to vroo n^ore. investors mto^e tpun- : ; . • 
try/ . / .. . ‘ V .tv;. : : : s- 

/. -.The^tap five foreign Investors l^st year J -1. 

■ l tes^Japaii;; SliYgdoie | . ■' : y\ 
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UPDATING TRADITION: ARAB D REISES REBORN 
MEETING THE INTERNATIONAL FAlHION SCALE 



it Ml* ... . . — — 

Arab woman spend money on axpmuiwa west- 
ern costumes that promote west e rn fashion, 
whereas they can spend the money on trmfl- 
fional and fashionable Arab drosses which are 
locally ha ndm a d e and represent Arab charac- 
teristics," Haw SatBq suggests. 

H ana Sadiq is an Arab artist, a researcher and a designer 
of Arab costumes. “In addition to my field researches 
and studies conducted across the Arab countries about 
Arab ci^siumes, I fancied die handmade traditional costumes 
when I mowed to Amman from France 10 years ago. I became 
more interested in advancing the embroidery and style. 

"For instance, Palestinian traditional costumes have not 
been u|xlaced at all. Consequently, people started to get bored 
and gave them up. As a result, I decided to do some changes 
and update die colons and styles, whidi I have been working 
on sinev im" Hana says. 

Hana realized eatiy on, that Arab working women have 
reached a developed stage? wlierc drey have lie'oome more 
inclined towards western modem wear. 

"Women are heading towatds western fashion,” Site says 
explaining that rigid traditional wear does itoi suit females 
nowadays, because (Licy need more practical dodies tliat are 
more convenient. However clothes could be mixed with Arab 
originality, she says. 

'Although women have staited to waive the Arab costume, 



r 



yet cleep clown inside, they long for their Arab origin when they 
glance at a costume. There are two kinds of women: one asks 
for originaliSAAty and another asks for fashionable cuts. I say 
originality is brought out when l embroider Arabic letters and 
many people consider it cultural. 

Tire designer remarked that Arab women possess more orig- 
inality titan men. Women always look for something to relate 
to and symbolize their origin. She does nor mind when women 
buy Arab costumes for a fashionable cause but would appreci- 
ate It If they value this art. 

Women who ask for a traditional costume that represents 
their origin have usually been raised in their hometown and are 
still influenced by history while women who travel have some- 
how lost diis touch. 

“This phenomena is going extinct l believe that there is a 
cultural division because people are travelling and mingling 
with other cultures and nations” Hana points out. 

In addition, she strongly believes tliat "no one should stick 
to la certain costume that only represents their town because 
above all we are Arabs and should appreciate this wide Arab 
art." 

It is a false belief tint only women of 50 years old and over 
are tiie only ones interested in traditional Arab costumes. 

'“Women between the ages of 20 ■ 40 are asking for die tra- 
ditional Arab costumes, and I hope tliat die younger genera- 
tion will do so too,” the 50 year okl designer hopes. 


In ancient Arab culture, traditional costumes used to be 
worn to protect from cold and to veil women from men. The 
stitches were not influenced by any other culture until World 
Warll. 

“Since then, sritdies have been influenced by international 
patterns. Embroidery lias advanced, costumes have come to be 
worn as a fashion and ait, breaking out of tl icir traditional rob. 

"Though it is haid to obtain old patterns, I always do my best 
to bring stitdies bade to life by conducting studies and 
researches through books and visiting museums. In my 
designs. I use tire old patterns because they cany meaning and 
eadi pattern has its own stitdies and colons, such as harvest 
and wedding feast seasons, in addition to grief incidents," Hana 
says. 

In spite of the international influence on Arab cmbroideiy, 
there is one stitch tliat remains popular in ninny countries. That 
is the 'cross-stitch' whidi is used for old patterns. 

“The ffelestinian costume used to concentrate on cross- 
stitch. Ancient Greeks which also used these stitches are still 
popular in Eastern Europe, Syria, Iraq and Morocco,” Hana 
explains. 

Although the designer comes up with new stitdies, original 
ones remain the basics. "During Implementing the designs uf 
die embroidery, I come up with gaps diat I fill with random 
stitches whidi can be considered as new ones, but l never 
repeat them again," Hana says. 

In Umayyad and Abbasid eras, 'reed-stitch' was used for tile 
first dine in embroidery. "The reed-stitch is a kind of cultural 
development where die reed threads are dyed in silver or gold 
instead of regular known threads. Hirkey, Persia, China and 
other Far Eastern countries, induding many different cultures 
use this stitch. I use silk, cotton,’ reed and canvas direads in my 
wort;," Hana adds, , . 

According to Hana, die Arab countries' traditions and cli- 
mate determined what krndof fabric and style was worn. Arab 
countries liave bedouin, rural and urban societies. Each one of 
them has its own style of costumes and ornaments. 

"Bedouins are a simple society who are neither into showy 
adornment nor into following fashion trends. Ancient ruralq 


piefened to liave practical costume rse their women 
worked in the field. However, tradM®* 0 costumes were 
mixed with eastern and western cut's. especially die 
TUkisli culture which adopted the fefe:' and enhanced it 
through fashion and embroidery" K» s - 
Nevertheless, Arabian costumes * s complemented 
with ornaments of jewellery wd re Sj on has its 

own ornament. As I worked ondewh e Arabian dress, I 
also worked on developing the A*®"J®™nts along 
with using semi-piromis stones. those bulky 
ornaments on the costume, the wr^ 1 em * as it is 
known that they have a weakness yet complete 
costumes," Hana points out. . 

liana insists that her contpletedowmies^out as a 
work of art, yet It remains related^™ 1 do the 
whole design, Implement It In cnywi^ supervise the 
operation. I d loose what kind ofsw^f’ eco nrSi ^ lc 
right areas to embroider, tlw tfl** # ° ^ and die 
l>cads or spangles to decorate e f* stef f an? 

taken to come out with a perfect ^ ^ le 
international standards offashion. <•*£ **P ains - 
It is noticeable tliat in *s. ^di- 
ets and vests made of cut up oW tta *rv on 

“Snipping iraditional costumes . aor 
handmade embroidery is Sn, P o c * 

costumes to use them. I am agai^ JP e nee d 
to encourage craftsmen to 

ers, it all depends on die feb*j? f 0 e 

embroidery. There are dothes thd ^ un 

and some take 3 month?. eiy 

that belongs to o certain area off* jy er ^ 
Hana wishes to revive the#£ \a6an •uJ' & 
appreciation. She bliimes ths ^ 
forgiving anadequ^^ ****** 
wear tp be delivered to die :{, 

H lfa woman bilys an ifvefai^' 

sion.it would ? J, on 


appearing in our traditional wear, it will become popular and 
predominate in the world. 

"We have an elevated histoiy and culture in costume wear 
and it is appreciated in foreign countries. My work is nor only 
to design and sell, I want to spread Arab culture through 
Arabian wear in order to protect our tradition. We want aware- 
nessT Hana pleads. 

by SAMAR HU JAW I 
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Fashion is being kind to us' diis 
season, tiranks to fabrics that woik 
day and night and wanlrobe essen- 
tials tliat leap from /\m to PM. We 
no longer liave to waste more rime. 

Let ns start with suits, tlu- most 
essential piece of a woman’s 
wardrobe. Every woman needs 
them and every woman has them. 
Novv thanks to the imtodiiction of 
die ‘The New Suit/ ewiy woman 
needs only one. 

Ibr built wnik and fan, , Uw 
New Suit’ transcends the fodiirm 
boundaries ol all invasions. With a 
nice solkl orioivd cLissic shin, ii 
becomes a pi i <lessiiiii.il nttkv uit- 
lit. However, . i blight irmly shin, 
or a mil mil fitted T-shirt uuupkli- 
jy transfomis the suit into a l.idi 
ionable and trendy i unlit ready Im 
an evening. 

Hie key feature of Hie New Si lit’ 
is it’s single color and it’s soft, five 
flowing dune Hint takes j softer 
stance, making it pcrfi.il fornlliiv 
and owning. This sha|x> is mated 
by its calm fentutvb. resulting hi mi 
the absence of kilging .slimildei 
pads and stiff collars. Iltemiiuuiie 


is softly si raped parts Hint meige 
together in harmony 

Musi designers this wiurer 
turned to the simple style. look 
our best in everyiliiuy uv wear, in 
die most llaiieriny slmpes. Tfiey 
introiiiiced fined T-shirts with 
ankle length skills, simple soft slid I 
lops with paper pencil skims, a sim- 
ple shirt with a beaded omlignn, 
and lake hir trims... and Ireware, 
just because its simple doesn't 
nrean it cannot cause a friss. 

Tliis season, simplicity is in. 
Multicolored outfits are nut. Single 
colored om tits aiu in. Try matching 
fabrics and wearing shades of the 
SJine c« dor. 'I his will add life in y, mr 
outfit and .n-oid von filling min ,i 
idol tlises. 

Along with tlu- simple M V ie 
mores the teMile n-clmolt igv. 
whiiii is simplitying 

util WMidiolre. Slrelc Ii fahilis tin 
instance aien’t jtN ahotn cmnl'ui. 

luit they also leiain dsipe after 
lusus oluv.ll. 

One fast word in geldivg eveiy- 
thing together ta>l .mil l.isfii. mable. 
he simple, simple, simple and c.iny 
yiuirseif in winter's dikes: wa\ to 
dtvss. i'.ii)i y tire iilea ..1 eh-gaike. 

I reality, side ,md diess lur every 
tlavl 


RULA DAJANI 


Be Fashionable! 

Welcome dear reader to the wot Id of style, trends, and glamour. 
Simply welcome to the W’oiJd of lash inn. 

Fashion is all aioimd us. ti i : . re pte settled in wIiai we woiu.what 
colors we pul CHI, how do we style nur hair, as well as wlial acces- 
sories wv put on as a final imkh This weekly ter non, is vmu 
Hi Let into this ivoikl. appealing evety WcduuMlav. 

Every week, tliis ji.ige will la- full n| mlomiaiion. iniei views, 
and feat tiles dealing with l.ishimi. as well lashloii-ielaied issues. 
A weekly leaiun- leqnoiny, v>iiii [).o iiup.it niit iu|| Ik- Uu- t{&A<-ul- 
omn. I'lease lerl her n> lmv..iid ww i|ii(-slions oi desiiihe ymn 
difi-mm.i I iv lav and sunn by i -uiail. .iihI I will gladlv .mswi-i v*>iii 
■ |iies|ioiis and find soliilioiis :<■ nliMailes 

Keineniliei, ki>Eiit>ll is Inn. VVr.n lasliimi I e/I lasliioii. Most 
impi m, inily, lo 1 l.lshlOll.lble, 

" Ciive a daz/ling smile with gold lipstick. •I 

" He soft, elegant and charming, file Indy I. ml. iv m! Mm 

Change yum look - cm your liaii- m Imiv a u-d wig. van 
Hress like a HjIFodil ill this spiing's lioltea co|..i. w 



lire oik, style, and life nfyunr hair plays an iinpoiiam rob. in n.m-;- 
lumiingyuur appe.raiKV.^wiviii slioulUahva^ appear Ireahliv, clean, and 
well oidcred, IVopeily styling your luiii. in a way that best suns urn. i:. as 
■lipmtanl as n jXTfeci Iwirnn. Cimilwie these two ekineiiis Mgedur and 
your hair trill come to life. Befuddled. 

One n! the wdl knntMi hair siriisis in Auvn.«ii is the JX year-i >ld I-'umlI 
Mahmoud Bjzzi. who has been practising the ail ofliaii lor die p.ist |“» 
years. Regardless ol'his experience. Ku/.i i.s,i knowledge seeker, lie contin- 
ues to train at tire iiitenwtionnllyacclainieilTiiiii & Gay Acadeiny ill l.unUon. 
As a result ofliis evident talent, lire Academy has pi raided Ikizzi tritli e\c lu- 
siviiy to tireir entire product line in Jordan, which lie uses at his saloon. 

Email introduces us in this issue to one of the latest cuts for winter 'JM9. 
as well as the latest colois for this season. Tire “ Square layers" hair-cut is 
best suited for females with oval shaped faces and a long neck. This is main- 
ly due to the feet that this readies shoulder length. 

With regards to dying the hair, he explains tliat it involves a two step 
process, base and higlilights. The dying of the base, lie explains, is done 
prior to the liair cut, and includes three colors: copper, intense red, and red 
burgundy. Highlights are added rally after the hair ait is complete. 

In preparing the hair for die cutting process. Eniad washed die hair with 
a moisturising shampoo and mustering complex conditioner. To get rid of 
the frizziness of the hair, he used Straight Talk flattening balm. 

Now for die cutting process, whidi is done in layers. Starting from die 
bottom, die hair is cut in a straight line with point cutting to create volume. 
As lie goes upwards, he begins to layer the liair with some sliting to die 
fringe adding shape and texture. 

With die completion of the cutting process. Eniad continues with the 
higlilights, streaks, as they are known here in Amman. Hie hair is divided 
into horse-shoe shape and the application ofa three colored higlilights cop- 
per gold, warm autumn red and warm buigundy is done with thick strokes 
giving the liair a new look and style. 

After washing die hair from the dye. protecting it from dryness. Emad 
applies Gay (feci; conditioner. This conditioner remains in the hair for 20 
minutes, leaving it soft and covered against any damage. Protein Protective 
spray is finally applied to protect the liair from arty future split-ends. 

The finished touches include the addition of Pure. Gloss straightening 
balm for the easy bnishing. Hie brusliing process is done in a volumrais way, 
creating style and adding volume to die hair, ■ 

Vtola! Hair that is cut and styled and ready for die world to see! 

Tiie benefits of (lie "Square Layers" iuircut is drat it docs hot require 
blow-drying. A perfect touch is to add leave-cm-condltioncr to wet liair and 
style your hair by lund. Hie advantages of Leave- on<onditioner over gd 
aid moiise, is tint It. does not dry your liair, leaving It soft and shining with 
a diameter of its own. , ' ■ 

flaZzi'S advice fpr hair in today's weather Is to use Protein , Leave- otKorv 
ditioner and Pure Gkss to give your hair a healthy look and shine. 


i i. r 
■ :/■# 
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PSYCHIATRIST GARABED 
ZAKARIAN ANSWERS 
YOUR QUESTIONS 


Dr* Znkarlam 
I lead a very busy 
active life where I'm 
under constant stress. 
I've decided le take a 
break efff my vary 
demanding fob |ust to 
relax at home* If possi- 
ble, could you direct 
me an ways te relieve 
myself of stress In 
arder that I may be 
able te fully en|oy my 
vacation? I'm a house- 
wife, therefore. I'll 
need something that 
doesn't take up much 
of my time either. 
Thanks 
Always busy 

Dear Always Busy: 

Whether it's a burst of song 
or a soothing bath, some of 
the best relaxation comes 
from looking at old activities 
with new eyes. So, here are a 
few things you can do without 
leaving the boundaries of 
your home. 

Gardening is at leasr as old 
as civilisation. The garden 
ofTers a soothing oasis in a 
desert of srress. There is no 
better way to keep you in 
touch with living than work- 
ing in a garden.' Participating 


in the growth process gives 
the gardener a window into 
the development oflife, fulfils 
a deep seated need to nour- 
ish. Digging is a wonderful 
outlet for all sorts of aggres- 
sion. You can be aggressive 
with the soil at the same time 
you are helping create and 
nourish new lire. 

You can also find tranquilli- 
ty in the kitchen through 
cooking. Sounds ridiculous? 
Well, there are some for 
whom the kitchen Is the best 
place to let cares bake, broil 
and steam away. Tills does 
not mean that cooking is ther- 
apy but it is fun, and fun is 
relaxing. Some people play 
the piano or paint to relax, 
cooking is the same sort of 
thing, as not all played music 
may be relaxing, not all meals 
have similar relaxing powers, 
it is observed that bread bak- 
ing soothes best. The marvel- 
lous aroma of a fresh baked 
loaf has a tranquillising effect 
all its own. 

What is not relaxing, is pan- 
icking while others are wait- 
ing. The stressful feeling of 
being chained to the stove 
and approaching (he c rear! on 
of each meal with an "I don't 
want to go through all this 


again" attitude. But we have 
to eat. Why not make it fun? 
For beside the physical act of 
preparing a meal, with all its 
relaxing potential, there is 
something deeply soothing in 
satisfying the taste buds of 
those you love. 

The fourth advice of relax- 
ing is exercise. For the physi- 
cal and mental burden that 
comes with the stressful terri- 
tory of daily living, exercise Is 
often an effective way to lift 
sinking spirits. Precisely why 
it works so well is difficult to 
say, but regardless of the type 
of exercise performed, the 
end result is rest and relax- 
ation. Tiie goal is to open. up 
channels of energy, remove 
blockages and restore the 
sense of wholeness. 

The last tip for relaxing is 
water. All sorrs of warer based 
therapies have been devel- 
oped during the past few 
decades in very sophisticated 
health centres. You can always 
throw off the tension in your 
own tub. Shut the door to 
family members most likely to 
disturb your peace. Turn the 
phone off the hook and just 
soak the stress away. 

You'll feel better in no time. 
Enjoy your vacation! 





taking off weight is oris of the rriost chal- 
lenging and creative endeavours you can 
undertake, Thinkof your decision as a gift 
you are giving youriself; not as a deprivation 
period in your life. You willthdnk yourself for 
this gift more aod irtore as time goes on and 
the weight cpmeii off. Don't suspend your life 
in cMjsir to lose weight, you have to be suc- 
cessful "far.- life and adapt the program to 
lifestyle ; \ ' 
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LASAGNA ROLL-UPS! 
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Basic Ingredlenls 

8 lasagna noodles 
1 cup shredded mozzarella cheese 


d0* 


‘if*. r 


YIELD: 4 SERVINGS 


Filling 

15 ounces ricotta cheese 

1 package (10 ounces). frozen chopped spinach, thawed and squeezed dry 
1/2 cup grated carrot 

2 tablespoons minced fresh parsley 

Sauce 1 ' 

1 can unsalted tomatoes, crushed . 

I can (6 ounces) urisalted tomato paste 
1/4 cup unsalted vegetable broth qr water 
1 taediutn yellow onion; chopped • 

1 teaspoon dried Italian seasoning- 

• I teaspoon crushed fresh garlic _ . . . : 

1 . To make the sauce, combine all of the sauce ingredients in a 1 1/2 quart pot and bring to> M 

over medium-high heat. Reduce the heat to low, cover and simmer fqr 20 minutes. \ 

2. To make the filling, combine all of the filling Ingredients in a medium-sized bowl and stif, 1 ? 

mix well. Set aside. • 

3. Cook the noodles according to package directions. Drain! rinse and drain aga|n. \ '> ; 4 

4. Coat a 2 l/2-quart casserole dish! with nop stick cooking spray. To assemble. tll^ rdH^p;. 

arrange the noodles on a flat surface^ spread l/8 of the filling mixture along the leng^ df^| 
noodle. Roll each noodle iip and pj^jp the prepared dish, seam side down; Pour the .^Ujce'y^ 
the roll-ups. •• *: ' • • • «--- c*’ £ 

5. Cover the djsh i wth/aluiidnuift' foij apd bake af ^SO degrees Fahrenhejt Fqr 

the foil, top with the mozarella and b?k^ fQf'JO'add it tonal minuted , jehe^sel'is^rn^lt^ 

■Serve hot. j.. V V- 


In a hurry? • ;.‘vB 

Instead of preparing homemade sauce , for your lasagna roll-ups; use 3 cups of ; $5 

u_.It i i_ •" ■ ■. si 


bottled marlnara sauce. 


Nutritional Facts (pgr serving )x • 

Calories: 384 Fat: 1.4g 

Cholesterol: 22mg Fiber: 6-0g 


is:384 '■ . Fat:1.4g . - PrpteTnf35g . • 

terol: 22mg : • ' Fiber: 6.0g Sodiufri: 412mg !,;M; 
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FIGHTING WRINKLES? GO NATURAL! 


T ension, worry, smoking and 
stress have taken their toll on 
womens' health and skin 
today. Scientists are reverting to nat- 
ural ingredients in an attempt to pre- 
sent the modern woman with a mag- 
ical potion to eternally youthful skin. 

The fact that seventy percent of 
our body is made of water, is a sign of 
the importance or water in skin 
preservation. 

“Water balances the entire envi- 
ronmental state of the body and 
organizes the nutrients’ exchange 
mechanism between the blood capil- 
laries and the skin," explained Laynl 
Abu-Eideh, nutritionist at Jordan 
Hospital. She pointed out that dehy- 
dration is a major factor in the 
appearance of wrinkles. 

Diuretics that have become part of 
our daily life explained Abu-Eideh. 
also increase water loss from the 
body through activating urination 
which leads to skin dryness. 

“Alcohol, tea, coffee and other 
herbal drinks cause extra water to be 
lost along with considerable amounts 
of vitamins and minerals that are 
needed for skin maintenance," 
explained Abu-Eideh. She also 
stressed that these drinks "do not 
compensate for the daily eight glass- 
es of water." 

Other factors such as “tension, 
smoking and sleeplessness adversely 
affect the rate of blood flow in the 
capillaries, resulting in poor nourish- 
ment of the skin. This leads to a pale 
complexion and skin trouble, mani- 
fested as wrinkles," said Tayseer 
Aqel. head of the Jordanian 
Beautician Union. 

He was quick to offer a solution 
indicating that "exercising and mas- 
saging the skin help in regaining 
proper blood circulation." 

Abu-Eideh stressed the value of vit- 
I jmins in wrinkle prevention, 
outhful, clear and radiant complex- 
ions require proper nutrition. 
Vitamin A available as B-carotcne in 
green eaves, fruits like apricots and 
vegetables like carrots are important 
for maintaining s k in radlanL . e and 

^smoothness. Equally in.unm.nr is vlc- 


a,,,,n c found in liver, milk, butter 
and cheese along with vitamin B- 
complex obtained Irom grains." 

In addition, Aqel stressed that 
using natural masks helps in avoiding 
a number of skin troubles. 

"A mask oryogurr or a mask made 
of a milk and egg mixture lias 
tremendous rejuvenating properties. 
It nourishes the skin with most of the 
essential nutrients and vitamins, par- 
ticularly vitamin E. 

“ This mask is gently spread on the 
face and left for 15 minutes, then 
washed off with warm water and tile 
face is par dried. It suits all skin types 
except oily skin which requires the 
use of egg while only." 

He also added that "thin slices n|' 
Potato or cucumber applied on the 
lace, work on tightening skin pores. 
The slices should be applied for 20 
minutes. Face is washed with warm 
water. This mask is ideal for normal 
and oily skin types." 

in addition, "a mask made from a 
mixture of apricot extract, honey and 
olive oil has a powerful result in 
nourishing the skin and improving its 
elasticity. It is suitable for all types of 
skin." 

Hut. the expert stressed that cau- 
tion should Ire taken before applying 
such a mask. “A lest patch should he 
done behind the ear to ensure that 
one is not allergic to honey. If sensi- 
tivity occurs, one should discontinue 
using the mask immediately." 

However, "inappropriate use of 
creams could harm rlie skin badly, as 
it speeds up the skin's death phase." 
said Hasan Abu-Sbcit, plastic surgeon 
and consultant. He pointed out that 
“there are different Lypes of skin. 
Therefore, a cream may suit your 
friend but not you." 

But people continue to use them 
anyway, pointed out Aqel. "because 
they are recommended by a friend, or 
they believe titat its high price makes 
it effective." 

However, experts warn that anti- 
wrinkle products, available in the 
market, are not. what they are meant 
to be. “No cream can iron out wrin- 
kles. The best way to fight them is 


not to get them. Otherwise, chemical 
peeling and surgical treatments 
become essential." confirmed Abu- 
Sbcit. 

Therefore, it remains that until 
researches can conic up with a per- 
manent cure for wrinkles, prevent inn 


remains to be the best bet. The 
snliitins, which are offered by nature 
should mu he overlooked in our hec- 
tic industrialized world. 

,M ■■ ■! 

by AMJAD BAKER 


I guess -the iron 

is be-fc-ter-fchan 
water, especially 
for your f aceL^-s 
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Dr. Nawar Biltajl Consultant Radiologist • •■''.•-V ~ .* • 

nipple discharge;- * ; : ■ t ' : ■ ; • 

G I e a r n i p p led i s ch arge ft nitfm a I Uu fo rt u n at e I y , milky nipple discharge is not 
al rn 1 1 Jt p r 6 <iti cl ng h o r ni one- pro I a cti n.N ippledis- 

c ! J arge may b)e ErtWnjsh or bloody due to a mass inside a milk duct. : 


S eeking;medicM Ir^p. egr^fj^save life, Don’t t>e iifraid : to ask youn 'doc- 
tor' .for., help; ^ -me.dfcal jma teers . Be: sure 

to m,a i ii t a in; a-. ; ’rO j i : i-ro jeH o t. ;a 0 iije s f ReliiTe'nit b , y o u ri • body: 
mo *-* ^ fitt : ■ : •?:; ! 


JLme kind 
to yourself, 
f&okfbr 
Improve- 
ment, not 
perfection. 

;F. jS.-Co'iPaftclie 



DEAR DR. OOTTi My 
MentF* 7>ye<ir-ofd glH 
Es never calm. She does 
wall In school, but has 
Irovfala sitting still In a 
dialr and seems fa need 
to be "on stage*" Is this 
normal? 

DFj\R READI-IK: You raise a ques- 
tion nl attention-getting beliav- 
ior. Many iliildiun, |iartiatlarly 
blight ones, seem constamlv 
lest less .tiid uu (he move. 'Iliis 
ih.iv be the way ilu v have 
ksmuxl to g,ijii aiteuiiiin in ,m 
■■dull wtiiltl tli.n lends to igume 
them. II mkIi yuiingsiers .1a 1 
Killed, they may lie bund with 
lire* vIwmI (*r liume euvimn 
iiient; the iinly w.iy du-y rail 
u»i»e is by being hviK-r.Klive. 

On the 1‘tliei h.ind. sunn 1 diil- 
dien .lie labeled hyperactive 
Ifi.uise of a clilleieiit te.woii: 
.ilt i n tii .11 deliiii dim.idei. IlK-v 
Vuungsteis slii ivv iHi\Hiis-s\s- 
leui junlilems rosuiiing |n>m 
gviK'ik c.uisi's, (.1 lemktil I .id ms 
nr Hull injuries. 'Ihey, ire usual- 
ly "f Ivtkr iluii avei.ige iriu-lli- 
genu 1 1 nit exhibit deficiencies m 
.liieiniuii •.{>, hi. eiiintinri.il stabil- 
ity. \ isi« m. langu.ige. memoty 
ami mniur skills. Aitentii.n 
•leJkit disuiili i I'.ii i lv Healed 
with several finds of preiiiip- 
l>' 'll meiljiine. 

/Miln uiuli some degree o| lest- 
les.siiess is minmon in aiusi fi- 
■«> lOyear-nlds, a persistent or 
disruplne | mi twu indicates die 
neeil lor professional ntuntioii. 

A sljlllul peJiatria'an can onli- 
iwrily judge whether a diild's 
behaviur lies inside or outside 
the normal range. 

DEAR DR. OOTTi IWo 
yean ago, I had a her- 
nia operation, which 
required the use of mesh 
to dose the defect. Now I 
Have another hernia at 
Hie came cite* Help! 

DEAR READER: Although most 
hernias can be successfully 
repaired by simply sewing the 
hernia opening dosed, some 
defects need additional support 
using mesh material. 
Apparenliy. diis was necessary 
in your case. Unfortunately the 
mesh didn't hold. 

! Now you are left with a 
' recurrent hernia. This Is not 
a rare occurrence. If your 
surgeon agrees, you should 
consider re-repair, again 
with mesh. I have. a patient 
who has had four' such pro- 
cedures. His frustration is 
exceeded only by the sur- 
geon's. But the patient 
understands that no surgery 
is guaranteed, and he is will- 
' n $ t !L r 5? llEcin P t correction. 
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BIO BROTHER INSIDE? INTEL'S NEW 
CHIP ERKS DATA- PROTECTION ACTIVISTS 


RENAMINGRECY 


Why doe* the 

called "Recycle Blur 

the "Recycle Bht'e" 

by labeling II 

Registry Bdltev by 

Start menu, type REOSDIt 

leg and dick eh ; the' OK 

lellewlng paths . ^ 

HKEY_CLA$SE6_ROOT\CL9ID\ 

5081 - 1 01 |.9l>08«00AA6^H^lpf 

change "Default value"-' f 

Bln” te the name of year Aek^J^pf| 

SEND TO 

Do you always have a,;'khb|t.W^^S 
everything en the Dcsklop'-FCt^Hh^ 
then moving It 
have te open a few 
a certain application? If so;. (^Mh| 
cuts for your meet used .fofclet^hnd^n 
cations In the "Send Te f 
by right-clicking you moasei 
SendTo folder may 

on your Windows bpIci'sr'ijts^P 
check out the SandTo d|re : cypt^]|Mm^g 
on the Start menu 

It all depends On 

you want te riff yo WmfjHlJwH ^ 
Select a file 
Shift and 

Delete on lKjei0iri^^ 
mono). It * deleii*^ 
recourse to 







Is It an innovation that will 
make people's lives easier 
or an invasion of privacy? 
Intel's now I.D» enhanced 
chip premises te create a 
new market lor advertising 
companies, through the use 
of techniques that have 
long been the domain of 
hackers. But will data pro- 
tection activists lie low? 

HAMBURG (DPA) — Intel, the world's 
leading producer of computer chips, has 
provoked a heated debate regarding data 
protection on the Internet through its 
announcement that its new product will 
come equipped with an identifying num- 
ber. 

Intel Vice-President Patrick Celsinger 
proudly announced at an industry confer- 
ence just two weeks ago that the compa- 
ny’s new top-of-the-line Pentium III 
would have a serial number to help 
secure business transactions over the 
Internet. 

But instead of praise and recognition, 
Intel has been rewarded with sharp criti- 
cism in the United States from data pro- 
tection activists. 

Germans concerned with data protec- 
tion intend to debate the possible dan- 
gers of the new Intel chip at the end of 
the week, according to Hans-Hermann 
Schrader, a Hamburg data protection offi- 
cial 

"We are of the firm opinion that a 
processor serial number that can be read 
worldwide by Internet Websites and 
other programs could present a consider- 
able danger to consumer privacy," Marc 
Rotenberg of the Electronic Privacy 


Information Center said. 

In conjunction with other data protec- 
tion groups, such as Privacy Internal ional 
and Jim kbits te is, EPIC called for a boycott 
of all Intel products. 

“As there is no legal 
protection in the United 
States regarding online 

privacy, there will in practice 
be no limits to which data 
may be collected and made 
use of. " 

In pointed reference to the omni-pre- 
seiu advertising logo of the company. 
“Intel inside," and to George Orwell’s 
1984. the data protection activists hit 
upon their own slogan for their cam- 
paign: “Big Brother inside.” 

They have also laid out their objections 
in full on a Website of the same name: 
http://www.bigbrorherm5ide.com 

For example they fear that advertising 
firms will save the data and behavioural 
characteristics oflnteruet users and swap 
them with each other, in order to aim 
marketing more effectively at their “vic- 
tims”, inundating them with advertising. 

"As there is no legal protection in the 
United States regarding online privacy, 
there will in practice be no limits to which 
data may be collected and made use of.” 

Intel reacted promptly to the data pro- 
tection accusations. At first an Intel 
spokesman stressed that the serial num- 
ber could be disabled and blocked by any 
user. The processor command to reveal 
the number would then be completely 
switched off until the PC is restarted. 

But when the criticism did not abate. 
Intel announced it would change the 
basic concept of its serial numbers. “In 
future the command to reveal the number 
will be switched off. and the computer 
user will be able to turn on the Identifier 
on demand with the aid of a program. 

To do this, any PC with a Pentium III 


must he resumed to activate the number, 
which then remains aitivv until the next 
restart" Intel spokesman Heinei (leiizkeii 
says, explaining the procedure that Intel 
has now selected. 

A leading German chi]) expert, Andreas 
Stiller of the Hanover magazine C’T. does 
not share the outrage over the new 
Pentium II number. 

“The chip does have an identifying 
number, but the transmission of the num- 
ber is changed by a coding process, so 
thar a universal profile of a computer user 
cannot be obtained,” he says. 

finch mcrchandisci over the Internet 
receives a different number from one and 
the same chip. The actual hardware num- 
ber can only be read by software and 
computer viruses that do not comply with 
official guidelines. 

"And with computer viruses and Trojan 
horses’ one can read off a lot of informa- 
tion from a PC even without a processor 
number. You don't need a chip number for 
this." Stiller says. 

Stiller also regards Intel's new number 
procedure as unsuitable. “The use of this 
technology is extremely doubtful because 
the number transmission is switched off 
in' general," he says, explaining rhar 
restarting the computer is far too 
involved and impracticable. 

Stiller believes that transactions over 
the Internet should be secured through 
the use of an individual chip card, which a 
computer user can insert into a reading 
device and activate by entering a secret 
number, as in the case of automatic 
telling machines at banks. 

“There are already banks using this pro- 
cedure for secure Home- Banking opera- 
tions," he says. All that has to he done is 
to ensure that one can secure all transac- 
tions with a single card. 

"After all, I don't want to have to run 
around with a stack of cards merely in 
order to buy something online." Stiller 
says. 

by CHRISTOPH DERNBACH 


JUDGE BARS ENFORCEMENT OF U.S. INTERNET PORN LAW 


PHILADELPHIA (R) — A federal judge 
on Monday imposed a preliminary 
injunction banning the enforcement of 
a U.S. law aimed at protecting children 
from sexually explicit material on the 
Internet. 

In a victory for the American Civil 
Liberties Union and a setback for the 
Clinton administration, U.S. District 
Judge Lowell Reed granted a prelimi- 
nary injunction against the enforce- 
ment of the Child Online Protection 
Act. 

A temporary restraining order 
against enforcement of the law that 
the judge imposed in November had 
been set to expire at midnight on 
Monday. 

In his ruling, Reed expressed sympa- 
thy with the law’s intent to protect 
children from contact with material 
that could harm them psychologically 
or physically. But the judge said the 


law threatened constitutional free- 
speech rights, adding that “the greater 
good” would be served by barring 
enforcement of the law. 

“While the public certainly has an 
interest in protecting its minors, the 
public interest is not served by the 
enforcement of an unconstitutional 
law," Reed wrote In his ruling. 

"Indeed, perhaps we do the minors 
of this country harm if ■ First 
Amendment protections, which they 
will with age inherit fully, are chipped 
away in the name of their protection," 
the judge added. 

The ruling, which fQllowed nearly a 
week of hearings that ended last 
Wednesday, stems from a legal chal- 
lenge mounted against the law by the 
ACLU and 17 Internet companies, 
booksellers, homosexual rights 
groups, medical professionals and the 
media. The Clinton Justice Department 


defended law. 

ACLU lawyer Ann Beeson, one of two 
plaintiffs' attorneys who argued for an 
injunction before Reed, said the judge 
determined that the current law, like 
its predecessor, “is very likely to deter 
a very large number of adults from 
accessing material that is protected |by 
the Constitution). 1 ’ 

A judge's law clerk said the injunc- 
tion would remain in place until the 
ACLU lawsuit seeking to overturn the 
law reaches trial. No trial date has 
been set. 

The law was passed by the 
Republican-controlled Congress and 
signed by President Clinton last 
October as a replacement for the 
Communications Decency Act. which 
the U.S. Supreme Court struck down 
for violating the First Amendment. 

Unlike the earlier law, the new one 
was aimed solely at the operators of 


commercial Internet sites. The law 
made it a crime For Web site operators 
knowingly to provide minors with 
access to sexually explicit material. 

It requires Web sites to impose elec- 
tronic proof-of-age barriers, including 
credit-card registration systems. 
Violators would face up to six months 
in prison and hefty fines for each viola- 
tion. 

A Justice Department spokeswoman 
said the administration was reviewing 
Reed's decision. 

Lawyers connected with the case 
said an appeal by the administration 
was likely. 

The Justice Department, describing 
the new law as an “electronic brown 
wrapper,” argued during hearings that 
the law was aimed specifically at 
online pomographers who post free 
and unguarded sexual Images on their 
Web sites in order to entice adult cus- 


tomers. ' ; 

But the ACLU presented testimony , 
from several plaintiffs, including online j 
publishers CNET Inc. <CNET.O> and j 
Salon magazine, the gay retail chain A j 
Different Light Bookstores and ArtNet- : 
Worldwide Corp., which all claimed . J 
the law could be applied to sexual j 
material available on their Web sites. • , 

Companies, which need large num- .• j 
bers of anonymous Web site visitors to. > j 
justify expensive rates charged 10 
advertisers, have said they fear regis- 
tration would hurt business by driving; 
away Internet traffic, they a!?. 0 -'.; 
claimed that segregating adult 
al on Web. pages barred to minors *, 
would be costly and technically dlffi'N . 
cult..- '■■■ -vT A 
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WITH NO IPR LAW, 40K ILLICIT COPIES 
SWAMP BEIRUT'S STREETS EVERY MONTH 

nrim i-r /Arm ■»■! - ■ _ 


BEIRUT (AFP) — The worst 
thing about die unabated 
widespread use uf pirated 
computer software in 
Lebanon is that people do 
not realize that they are 
doing something wrong. 

Legally speaking, they may 
not be. 

Until long-awaited new 
anti-piracy legislation is 
enacted, up to 40, QUO pirat- 
ed software disks will con- 
tinue to be shipped lo 
Lebanon from the Far East 
and Eastern Europe every 
month without breaking 
Lebanese copyright law. 

Legal experrs here say 
that the 1924 law is “very 
vague" making ir impossible 
to take legal action against 
software piiates in Lebanon, 
where about 95 percent of 
all software is thought to be 
copied. 

Pirate versions ol software 
programs, whose originals 
cost anything I rum S400 to 
S4.000. arc shamelessly on 
display at computer retail 
outlets on every Beirut 
.street corner m n price ol 
less ihan Sin. 

Computer engineers also 
buy cheap computer parts 
from Asian countries 
enabling them to sell locally- 
assembled computers 
equipped with a wide range 
of unlicensed free software 
at the bargain-basement 
price of SI. 000. 

"Such a set-up would cost 
shout 54,000 elsewhere. 
Lebanon is a paradise of 
pirated software, as nearly 
every home, company, bank 
and government institution 
is using unlicensed prod- 
ucts, said a visiting foreign 
computer expert. 

"Bur what hurts the Indus- 
try most is that nohody feels 


guilty. People don't know 
that they are doing some- 
thing wrong." said Ziad 
Mughrabi. owner of one of 
the leading Lebanese 
Internet providers. 

Destination. 

“One woman even had the 
nerve lo complain rhat she 
wanted a cheaper version of 
a program — which should 
cost 900 dollars — when she 
was asked for 151" said a 
computer software dealer. 

Disgruntled members of 
the information technology 
community arc eagerly wail- 
ing fur parliament to pass an 
amendment to the outdated 
copyright law that would 
finally give it some teeth. 

The new bill is expected 
to stipulate jail sentences of 
between uiie month and 
three years and fines of 
S333 and S33.33J tor soft- 
ware piracy, an uflid.il at the 
ministry of economy said. 

The draft law was 
approved in November by 
the joint parliamentary com- 
missions aftei throe years ol 
deliberation and many hope 
it will finally In- raiilietl by 
parliament in its February 
session. 

So far rhe only visible lob- 
bying efforts lor software 
protection have come from 
the United States, through 
its embassy, visiting officials 
and computer companies — 
mainly Microsoft. 

“The embassy continues 
to lobby senior Lebanese 
government officials on 
behalf of US companies who 
report piracy and infringe- 
ment, and has coordinated 
with the Lebanese govern- 
ment and Washington to 
allow US experts to provide 
input on the new legisla- 
tion." said a US embassy 


report. 

"If Lebanon eventually 
joins the World Trade 
Organization, as ii plans, it 
will have to |adopt| effective 
legislation and enforcement 
of intellectual property 
rights protect ions." said the 
report published an the 
Internet. 

But reports about the new 
law have raised fears that 
computer use in l.ehaumi 
will decline, leading to 
unemployment, and encour- 
aging the establishment ni 
local pirate thiloi ies which 
would deal a blow lo a Iasi- 
growing new local software 
development industry. 

Many newspapers and 
even Ml’s have also warned 
that drastic measures 
against software piracy will 
provoke a "scientific and 
cultural caiastiophe'' which 
will mainly hir the voimgei 
generation in Lebanon 
where the minimum mom hi v 
s.ilaiy remains inn dull a is. 

"We know that clamping 
down oil piracy wmild lie 
beneficial for Lebanon's n*|i- 
m.iiioii and the inllow ol 
foreign iiivcMnieni. bin iron- 
ically it was piracy which 
helped develop the compui- 
er industry in Lebanon in 
the firsi place." s.ml an 
expert. 

The irony of the situation 
is best summed up hv a 
poster at the entrance ot 
one of ilie largest stores on 
busy Hamra srreet proudly 
selling more than 100.000 
pirated programs, which 
warned: "Ir is not just wrong 
to use unauthorized soft- 
ware. it's a crime.” 


by NAYLA RAZZOUK 
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RUSH LOCAL PHONE MARKET WITH TIME WARNER 


AT&T TO 
PARTNERSH 


NEW YORK (AP) — AT&T Corp. extended its 
push to provide one-stop shopping for TV. tele- 
phone and Internet service, announcing a deal 
to use Time Warner Inc. cable TV wires in a part- 
nership that could mean huge savings for con- 
sumers. 

Pledging to charge at least 20 percent less 
than competitors, the companies said they 
would offer local and long-distance calling, TV 
programming and high-speed Internet access via 
Time Warner’s cable systems in 33 states. 

Combined with earlier moves — notably last 
years purchase of cable TV company Tele- 
communications Inc* — Monday's deal will 
allow AT&T to offer these services to 42.7 .mil- V 
lion within five years, the companies said- . ) 
_Jhat s abo ut 42 percent of U.S. households. . . ; 


CHARGE 


LESS THAN COMPETITION 


It also marks another big step by AT&T back 
into the business of local phone service, which it 
left after being broken up by the government in 
1984. 

AT&T and Time Wfemer will form a joint ven- 
ture, which will begin offering the new service in 
one or two cities by the end of 1999. It will begin 
broader commercial operations next year. 

Customers will pay about 20 percent less for 
the venture's package of long-distance and local 
phone service than What Other vendors could 
potentially offer, AT&T chief executive C. Michael 
Armstrong told-industry analysts Monday 
' "We will be the low-cost provider compared 
to any other way to defjver these services and 
we wlH be 1 putting together more bundles on top 
gf what we're 1 announcing today." Armstrong 


While AT&T's moves are among the most 
ambitious, it will face some major competitors. 

Big cable companies, such as Cox 
Communications, also are starting to offer local 
phone service over their cable lines. Satellite 
television companies such as DirecTV arc part- 
nering with regional phone companies to pro- 
vide a bundle of similar services. Numerous 
high-tech companies are developing technolo- 
gies to offer phone service over the Internet. 

.: Shares of the companies were mixed on the 
news. AT&T gained 52.8125 to S93.5625 on the 
New York Stock Exchange!. Time Warner initially 
■ rose, but finished .18 3/4 cents lower at 
, $62.3125. 

: AT&T will own slightly more than three-quar- 


ters of rhe joint venture and Time Warner the 
rest. AT&T estimates It will spend SGQQ million 
on the venture in the first two years. In addition, 
it will spend between S300 and 5500 to equip 
each Itome to handle telephone services over 
cable lines. 

Time Warner will get monthly fees from the | 
venture ranging from St. 50 to S6 per home over 
six years. 

The companies expect the arrangement to 
generate annual sales of $4 billion after three 
years. 

AT&T has been spending furiously to break 
Into the $ 1 10 billion local phone market, whiie' 
its share of the long-distance business is slipping 
to rivals like MCI WorldCom and Sprint. . ; 
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07*0 Market Watch JSW 
07:30 Europe Today 
09:00 US CNBC 
Squawk Box 
10:00 Market Winch 
13:00 Power Lunch 
14:00 Market Which 
15:00 US CNBC Squawk Box 
17:00 US Market Watch 
19:00 Europe Market Wrap 
19:30 Europe Tonight 
20:30 US Power Lunch 
2 i :Q0 US Street Signs 
00:00 Europe Tonight 
01:00 The Edge 
01:30 NBC Nightly News 
024)0 CNBC Asia Squawk Box 
03:30 US Market Wrap 
04*0 Trading Day Live 
0630 lunch Money 

fi-fifl Flit.hr 1 I GEOGRAPHIC 
a .00 Flight CHANNEL 

Across The 
World 

23:30 Nuba of Sudan 
00:00 Tbday 
01:00 NBC Night News 
01:30 MSNBC Time Si Again 
02:30 Wolves With Wings 
03:00 Mixed Strand Savage 
Garden 

04:00 Wonderful World of Dogs 
05:00 Mystery of The 
Neanderthals 

06:00 African Garden Of Eden 
07:00 Last Feast of The Crocodile 
08:00 Russia's Last Tsar 
09.-00 World oflslands 
09:30 Our Living World: As It 
Wasn't In the Beginning 
10:00 Wild: Side By Side The 
limiters & The Hunted 
1 1:00 Dancers OH lie Deep 
12:00 Sea Elephant Reach 
13*0 Uo» Of Tin- African Night 
1*1:00 The New Range Wars 
15:00 Realm Of The Great White 
Bear 

16*0 Nuclear Normads 
16:30 Combat Cameramen 
17:00 Lion of The Africa Night 
18:00 Tiro New Range VWrs 
19:00 Realm Of The Great White 
Bear 

20:00 Nuclear Nomads 
20:30 Combat Cameramen 
2I-.00 Kidnapped By UFOiS? 

22*0 The Black Stilt 


07:00 News 1 am im 

11:15 

Europeans 

11.-45 Style 

12:15 International 

12:45 No Comment 

13:15 International 

13:45 2000 

14:15 Cult 

14:45 Visa 
15:15 2000 
15:45 Style 
16:15 Cinema 
16:45 Globus 
17:15 International 
17:45 2000 
18:15 Cult 
18:45 Visa 
19:15 Globus 
19:45 Europeans 
20:15 News & Analysis 
22:45 Globus 
23:00 News ^Analysis 
23:45Stylc 

00:00 News & Analysis 
00:45 No Comment 
01:00 News & Analysis 
01:45 Internationa! 
02:15 Cult 
02:45 Europeans 
03:00 End 


01*0 journal- 
Wirh Top Story 
0 1 :30 Close-up 
02*OJoumal-Mit Tagesthema 
02:30 Auto Motor llnd Sport TV 
03*0 journal -Con Teina Del Dia 
JOLimal-Witli Top Story 
03:30 Germany Today 
04:00 Joumal-Mit Tagesthema 
04:30 100 Deutsche Jahre 
05*0 Journal-Will) Top Story 
05:30Pcopie and Politics 
06*0 Joumal-Mit Tagesthcma 
Q6:30Deiit5chland Hcute 
07:00 Journal -With Top Story 
07:30 Close-up 
08:00 Joumal-Mit Tagesthema 
08:30 Auto Motor Und Sport TV 
09:00 Journal-With Top Story 
09:30 Germany Today 
10:00 Joumal-Mit Tagesthema 
10:30 100 Deutsche Jahre 
1 1:00 Journal-WIth Top Story 
1 1:30 People And Politics 
1 2:00 Joumal-Mit Tagesthema 
1 230 Deutschland Heme 
1 3:00 Journal-With Top Story 
13:3QCLose-up 

14:00 Journal-Mit Tagesthema 
1 4:30 Auto Motor Und Sport TV 
1 5:00 Journal-With Top Story 
1 5:30 Germany Today 
1 6:00 Joumal-Mit Tagesthema 
1630 Eine Orgel 
17:00 Journal- With Top Srory 
17:30 People And Politics 
18:00 Joumal-Mit Tagesthema 
18:30 Deutddand Heute 
19:00 Journal- With top Story 
19:30 Germany: A Hundred Years 
20:00 Journal-Mit Tigesihema 
2030Europa Akiuell -Das 
Magazine Ails Brssel 
2 1:00 Journal -Willi Top Story 
22:00 Jumna 1-Mil Tagesthema/ 
Journal-Cun Tenia Del Dia 
2230 Fine Orgel F r Tokyo 
22:30 Un Single De Aleinania 
23:00 Journal-With Top Story 
2330 Auto Motor Und Sport TV 
00:00 Joumal-Mft Tagesthema 
0030 Deut sell land Heute 


07:00 luuuiul 

07:15 lira 

Gourmnndises 

07:30 Tfelfemarin 

09:00 TV5 Minutes et mEtfeo 

09:05 Journal de Radio-Canada 

0930 4 er Demi 

10:00 TV5 Minutes 

10:05 Faxculture 

1 1 :Q0 TV5 Minutes 

11:05 Alice 

1 1 30 Regards Africians 

12:00 TV5 Minutes 

12:05 Zig Zag Caffe 

12:45 Gourmandues 

13:00 TV5 Minutes 

13:05 Voila Paris 

13:30 Journal de France 3 

14*0 Des Racines Et Des Alias 

15:30 Les Picds Sur I'herbe 

16:00 journal International TV5 

16:l5Urgence 

17:15 Pyramids 

17:45 Bus et Compagnie 

1 8:30 TV5 Minutes 

18:35 Jeu 

19:00 Questions pour un 
Champion 
1930 Journal TV5 
20:00 VoilJ Paris 
20:27 Un Livre Unjour 
2030 Journal de la TSR 
2 1 :00 Comment ca Va 
22:00 Magazine 
23:00 Journal de France ' 
TElfevisionl 


2330 Cycle Cinema Africa 
01:25 M'er'eo Internationale 
01:25 MEtEo Internationale 
01:30 Journal de France 3 
02:00 Journal de la RTBF 
0230 Universite 
04:00 Brnnclie 


09:30 Football 
1 1 *0 Xtrcm Sports 
1 2*0 Alpine Skiing 
13:00 Luge 
1330 Tennis 
1 4:00 All Sports 
15*0 Cycling 
16*0 Golf 
17:00 Luge 
18*0 Apline Akiing 
19*0 Xtrcm Sports 
2 1:00 Trial 
22*0 Tractor Pulling 
23:00 Darts 
00*0 Martial Arts 
01*0 Motorsports 
02*0 Xtrcm Sports 
0230 Close 


BBC 


WORLD 


02:00 BBC World News 
02:30 World Living 
03:00 BBC World News 
0330 Asia Today 
03:45 World Business Report 
04:00 BBC World News 
0430 Asia Today 
04:45 World Business Report 
05:00 BBC World News 
05:30 Asia Today 
05:45 World Business Report 
06:00 BBC World News 
0630 USA Direct 
07:00 BBC World News 
0730 World Focus 
08*0 BBC World News 
OB30 World Living 
09:00 BBC World News 
0930 Hard Talk 
10:00 BBC World News 
1030 World Focus 
1 1:00 BBC World News 
1130 Hard Talk 
1 2:00 BBC World News 
1 2:30 World Living 
13*0 The World Today 
14*0 The World Today 
14:30 Wild World 
15:00 BBC World News 
15:15 World Business Report 
1530 The World Today 
16:30 World Living 
17:00 BBC World News 
17:30 Hard Talk 
18*0 BBC World News 
1830 Film India 
19*0 BBC World News 
19:30 World Living 
20:00 The World Today 
21:00 The World Today 
2130 Hard Tblk 
22:00 BBC World News 
2230 World Foucs 



5 Houston Knights 
5 I Married Dora 
D Designing Women 
5 Minor Adjustments 
0 Lost on Earth 
5 Step by Step 
0 Silver Spoons 
5 Moon Over Miami 
5 Family Matters 
0 FX The Scries 
3 Martin 

0 Malcolm And Eddie 
3 Early Eiriun 

3 Michael Hayes 
3 Lush Life 
3 It's Man's World 
3 Love Boar: THe Next Wave 
) Friends 
j Drew Carey 
3 Seinfeld 
5 Seinfied 

1 ER 


04:Q0Pyrates 
06:00 Gneystokc: 
The Legend Of 


08:00 Gremlins 2: The New Batch 

1 0:00 Of Mice And Men 

12*0 Death In The Shadows 

1 4*0 Memphis Relic 

16:00 Overboard 

18:00 The Long Kill 

20:00 running On Empty 

22*0 Power 

00:00 shunt fighter |] 

02:OORiinning On Empty 


0430 Crook & 

Chase 

05:30 Judge Judy 
0G:Q0Regis And Kathy Lee (rl 
07:00 Jeopardy (r) 

0730 Wheel uf Fortune 
08:00 Hollywood Squares 
0830 Sally Jessy Raphael 
093(1 E! Uncut 
10:00 The Rosea line Show 
1 1*0 Sunshine Cuisine 
1 1 30 Cooking Secrets of Tile CIA 
1 2:00 El News Daily 
12:30 F.IFYE 

13:00 Regis And Kathy Lee 

14:00 FI Behind The Scenes 

1430 Movie TV 

15:00 Travel Update 

15:30 The View 

16:30 Flore TV 

17:00 The Roseanne Show 

18*0 Jeopardy 

1830 Wheel of Fortune 

19*0 Hollywood Squares 

1 930 Judge Judy 

20*0 El Uncut 

20:30 El Cut to the Chase 

21*0 El Extreme Cioseup 

21:30 El Q&E 1 

22:00 Hare TV 

2230 Late Show Witli David 

Lettemian 

23:30 El News Daily (r) 

00:00 Jeay Springer 
01*0 The View (r) 



05:00 Go Ful It! 

06*0 Usluiai.1 
07*0 The New Explore! s 
08:00 Travelers 
09:00 Lonely Planer 
10:00 liiiuminte Escapes 
1030 Inntimate Escapes 
1 1*0 Eyowilncss 
1130 Spain? 

12:00 Go For III 
13*0 The New Explorers 
14*0 Travelers 
15:00 Imilimate Escapes 
1 53(1 limtimare Escapes 
16*0 Usliunin 
17:00 Lonely Planet 
18:00 The Shark Files 
19*0 Medical Detectives 
19:30 Eyewitness 
20*0 Protraits 
21:00 Equinox 

22:00 Discovery Profile Series 
23:00 Go Fur III 
00:00 Lonely Planet 
01:00 Medical Detectives 
0130 Eyewitness 


03:00 The Grind ■rLul 

03:30 Night Videos 

07:00 Kickstart 

08:00 Top Selection 

09*0 Kicksrai t 

10*0 Non Stop Hits 

14:00 Non Stop Hits 

17*0 Select MTV 

ly*0 Artist Cut 

1930 Biorhythm Rusr.i Rhymes 

20:00 So 90’s 

2 1 *0 Top Selection 

22*0 MTV Data Video 

23*0 Amour 

00*0 M'lVID 

01:00 Tile Late Lick 


02:00 Lost A 

Civilizations 
03:00 Trauma 
03:30 IVauma 

04*0 Discovery Profiles Series 


(10*0 Huston Common 
00:30 The Steve 1 larvcy Show 
01:00 Single Guy 
0130 Seinfeld 


03*0 Moonlight and ^55 
Valentino 

05*0 Allan Quatennain And The 

Lost City of Gold 

07:0(1 CuiilngioUh 

0830 Siim.i With Muscles 

10:00 Inside Hollywood 

10:30 Gloria 

1230 Funny Girl 

1 5:00 Mrs. Winterbourne 

17*0 Staying Afloat 

1830 Steve Martin Double Hit: 

Mixed Nuts 

20:30 Steve Martin Double Hit: 
Mixed New: Planes, Trains And 
Automobiles 

22*0 Legends Of' The Fall 
203(1 Age Of Treason 


02:00 Star Trek-The Next 
Generation 
03*0 Silk Stalking 
04*0 Arliss 
04:30 Pacific Blue 
0530 Blue Heelers 
0630 The Prenier Match 
0830 Inside Edirion 
09*0 Pacific Bine 
10:00 High Tide 
11*0 Real TV 
1 1 30 Blue I leelcrs 
1 230 Inside Editiun 
13:00 Water Rats 
14:00 Pacific Blue 
1 5;GU Air America 
16*0 Higli Tide 
1 7*0 Early Edirion 
18*0 Real TV 
18:30 Water Rats 
19:30 Mr. Murder 
20:30 The Net 
2 1 :3U Silk Stalking 
22:30 Premier Match 
00:30 Arliss 
0 1 *0 Pensacola 


15:15 Dallas 

16*0 Knssandra ygj 

1830 Maple* Town BS 

1930 French News 
19:45 English News 
20*0 Fame 
21*0 Bravo 
14:00 Flash News/Uve 
15:15 Gllette Sports Special 
20:00 News 



SAT 

S < nil ' 
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CLIFF'S NOTES 


fTS MENDELSSOHN’S BIR THDAY! 

Mix Mendelssohn was bom in 
Hamburg on this day in 1809. 

He was die son of a banker and 
grandson of a respected philoso- 
pher. 

Ute whole family was musical. Felix 
played piano and violin. Sister Fanny 
played piano. Rrodter 1’aul played 
cello. Sister Rebecca sang. Felix and 
Fanny both composed. 

Felix wrote a dozen string sym- 
phonies while still a teen-ager.. .and 
nis string “Octet" - one of the great- 
est chamber works by any compos- 
er - was performed when Felix was 
16. He was 17 when he finislred the 
incidental music to ‘A Midsummer 
Night's Dream." 

In his twenties, Mendelssohn 
became a musical revivalist-con- 
ducting music festivals ro present 
die music of Uadi to people who 
l»d never heard it. Ute Radi revival 
began with Mendelssohn and con- 
linues to this day. Mendelssohn also 
resurrected works by Haydn and 
Beedioven that were no longer 
being performed until Ire came on 
die scene. Mendelssohn then 


became director or the Leipzig 
Gewandhaus-the same fine ordiej 
tra tout Mazur led before joining 
the New York Philharmonic. 
Mendelssohn married and had five 
children while maintaining a vigor- 
ous work sdieduleJatt something 
was wrong with his health, and in 
Ins 38th year he had a series of 
seizures. One finally killed him. 
Mendelssohn was affluent, affable 
and popular all his Mfe. ^nd his 
music was underrated because of it. 
in dre late Romantic era - when 
emotional tumioil was fashionable - 
Mendelssohn's refined music was 
regarded as being insufficiently 
deep because its composer had 
been level-headed. Mcitdelssoiin 
was Jewish.. and the and-Semiiisin 
of VVbgner ami some important 
music critics didn't help, either. 
Today Mendelssohn's reputaiion 
appears ro be on tire ascent again. 
His dozen string symphonies - 
unplayed for a century - have been 
dusted olf and recorded and are 
quite popular. Hie "Italian” and 
"Scottish” symphonies never left 
the repertory and the 
"Reformation" symphony is now 




ov.iifable m several recordings as 
weN. The diamber music is 
acclaimed, especially tire "Octet" 
His dural music is making a come- 
back. 

Mendelssohn was a great composer 
even if he was well adjusted. 

LUIGI DALLAPICCOLA 

The composer laiigi Dallapiccola 
was bon) on this day in 1904. 

THE SUPERCOND UCTOR 

Hector Berlioz wowed a crowd on 
«hls day In 1844. He led a perfor- 
mance of his "Roman Carnival 
Overture" without rehearsal. 
Everything went peifenly and the 
aims were impressed with the clar- 
ity ol his conducting. 

Ratio/ himsell was fienvly prmul uf 
his cniNluding and mice wmic ilui 
lie had lescued die liisl |rerii>r- 
mance uf his “Requiem’' hv nisliing 
up ro ctiiniim for a lew meaaues 
when lire actual omdiinm pul 
down his h, mils to take a pinch ul 
snuff. 


TODAY IN MUSIC 


ROSSINI'S SE MIRAMIDE 

RossinPs opera "Semiramidc 1 ' was 
premiered in Vl-nice on this dav in 
1823. 

A contemporary .ncount said the 
first act lasted nearly three hours. 
"Semimmiile" was Rossini’s last 
Italian upera. 

ISI-ETI IQVLN’S FREEBEE 

Reellioven lived to Ik'loiiic su 
famous [hit a Rritish piano coih|ki- 
uygave him an insininieni. 
Hectlmvn had no English hut knew 
stviie f ivndi...su liulny tlieic* exists 
a letter in lienrii dated Ivhiiiiiy 
3rd. 1818. nl lei iii)> thanks lor lire 
piano and premising In - qiiuh- . 
"ii'g.ml it its ,m altar (Im) tire most 
Ireaiiiilul offering-; ul my nun, | i M 
I lie divine Apollo." 

Beethoven muld lv a jelk mink- 
liine.s Inn ile.uiy lie was also c.i|M- 
hle *if being a nice guv... it you gave 
him a piano. 

Ily Howard Dims lUI’lj 


ACROSS 

1 Maltreat 
7 Nonmelalllc 
element 

13 Carrier 

14 Stars of 
weddings 

15 Placid 

16 Actor 
Borgnine 

17 Unit of 
energy 

18 Mongrel 

20 From 
Z 

21 — do-well 

23 Prefix for 
pod or 
cycle 

24 Quit 

25 Realduo 

27 Baby, at 

limes 

29 Chorry 
sood 

31 Neilher'e 
partner 

32 TVvo pans 
pod 

33 Bring court 
action 

34 Inherent 

37 Highway 

40 Dissipated 
mnn 

41 Boxing- 


vlclory 

abbr. 

43 Village 

45 Being fast 
in a series 
(abbr.) 

46 Lamprey 

47 Bsmbl's 
mother 

48 it's usually 
one 

medicine 

cabinet 

51 Increaee 
suddenly, 
as 

population 

54 Futile 

55 Shrinking 
— Ishy 
person) 

56 Enlarged 
(a hole) 

57 Diner 

DOWN 

1 A Doll's 
Hou&o 
author 

2 Casta 
sidelong 
glance 

3 Bigger 

4 Yorkshire 
river 

5 Cong, 
member 


) i *v • 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 


0L3GJEE] B00O . 

SiHS Phehiis 
EBEQ BaHElfflB 
HQH QU0EJ' 

OEOnElHO 
“i sgjq Hag 
0 muatSHE 
ip Hm0ua0 

IHEJ EOEHS 
1ZJI1EBQ 
hub oara 

a GQiupta 



6 Construct 34 

7 Spaniards 

end 35 

Portuguese 

8 Hockey 3B 
groat 

Bobby 

9 Noise 38 

10 Conceive 39 

11 Wise 40 

counselor 

12 Bar legally 42 

ID Voso 

22 Long for 44 
something 

24 Bod 49 

covering 50 

26 Actress 
Lollobrfgida 52 

28 Rain hnrd 

30 Ragged S3 


Crystalline 

P am 

ur-bearing 
anl trial 
— oul 
(make do 
with) 

Unit 

Prim and — 
Piece of 


Martini 

Ingredient 

Small- 

minded 

CD- — 

Gravel 

ridge 

Narrow 

inlet 

Decompose 


Today’s birthdays include Johnny "Guitar" 
Watson, who was born in 1935 (age 
64). ..Angelo D'Alco of Dion and the Belmonts 
in 1940 (age 59). ..Dennis Edwards of die 
Temptations and also formerly with the 
Contours, and Hollies bassist Eric Nayiluck. 
both in 1943 (age 56). ..Kinks guitarist Dave 
Davies in 1947 (nge 52).. . Melanie, whose full 


What happened in years past mi (his day in Pop music 

ngu Sinn appointed Mau.li Nth in living, Ti*\as. 


Harrison and Ringu Starr appointed 
Rolling Stones manager Allen Klein as 
their new Mr. Fix-It. Paul McCartney 
refused tn sign with Klein... prelei ring 
his faLher-m-law, Lee Eastman. 


In 1993. liilly Itli 1 1 denied lepcnts that 
lie was ill. Kinnurs in tEi.it eifect Imd 
begun eiraiJaiing niiei the Kritisli rock- 
er collapsed in tile parking im n| .1 J.cis 
Angeles nightduh. 


Davies hi 1947 (nge 52i...Melanie 1 whose full In 1984, a ZZ Top concert in Angeles nightduh * *' * S 

name is Melanie Schckciyk, also in 1947 (age Vancouver, British Columbia, ended in 

i» " L °'" T0l " ,,rS1 ur '" L ' C,,ro d ’ j° 1 S .'o Wi i th tW j fanS " l,0S P iti,lizKl Aisu 1 ” 3. CluN.1 rsinl.in ,,mv,d 

'■ and 149 chairs destroyed. the !9-limuired-74th srar on the 


[P. 1 959. this is "The Day the Music 
, ‘ e ,,- Holly. Ritchie Valens and- 


In 1992, Michael Jackson announced 
a concert tour that would begin in June 


l-P “Th* a\rr J n- . a wnceri tour mar would Degin in [une 

ki|| Pf j in ls , B °PP er Richardson were and raise money for his new "Save The 

Ini, u i, P ane Crash near Mason Cit V' World" foundation. 

Iowa. Holly was 22...Valens, I7...and 

The Big Bopper," 28. Also in 1992, Willie Nelson, John 

In 19 ao „ Mellencamp and Neil Young announced 

0V ' Be auesJohn Len non, George plans for the fifth Farm Aid concert 


sfnger/songwrlter Melanie 
an Emmy for writing 
«ie theme music fbr what 
TV show? 

u ‘}SB 0 g sqj pue Aineag. 
oi oiuem equoAuuiig 
UBU0M 0 IUB|B W :jbmsu V 


the i9-hmulred-74th sr.ir on the 
Hollywood Walk of Fame. 

In 1997, Graham Nash was honored 
by the New York Institute of 
Technology with an Arts and 
Technology Medal and an honorary 
Doctorate of Humane Letters degree 
for his work in bridging arts and tech- 
nology. 



SEE SOLUTION TOMORROW 
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15:00 Teletex 

16:00 Holy Quran 
16:10 Children's 
Program * 

french Documentary 
Raster's ° f i he Maze 
s *0 Des trains Bas Comn- 


19:00 Lc Journal 
19:15 F rench Program 
9.30 News Headlines 

S -J3 Keeping Mum 

4 Children 
20^00 Envoy Special 
20:30 NYPD-9 

2 b 15 Great Moments i 
fnee 
I Tech. 

Fare * "nd Places 
22*0 News at Tfen. • 

‘‘!30 Cover Story - 
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«7,SI 'ZZSrW"*** An Irrtpo rfant episode M leellhanKlu, to( i 

M&sr ^ssssss, 

tor one week* vir mottos Is now everyona arountl ¥6u 

-taasu* 

low yojrexample. ' '■ haa, Ihrounh » im 


<SspL 2»pot; 23): 


.SCORPIO 

You’ll be confident th^l 


(flov.r22-rtsc. 21 Y. 

"•'i .. • 


Giimcam 

(Wiifckii. 1 «)■. 


been hi rough a lot. 

AQUARIUS 


gtiacBluily,. / 

PiSCES 

(feh. 


7 T ■ ' ' 7 'V ‘ t . . «| r , ■ ■ ■ .. \. m t » m |l ., ;• . ^|J • * 'T 

lt's a^gQpddAy,to^ive . ^u'll be g?n{ldent|tet fe ®? 1 ^9 of You may offering What y6U, may think is Yo^ bepuffh^ piaji 

. youfself.dWtcfiha - v ^ . : i^t yog.^oing y excUBe »^oday whan all - iRappr^rtljoibaay w j]| yonfoday ^Nr^vS 

.kfnefe df difrejits ^ Ihat'BfOTl^^i^dte Ihe ; b©,qufto ; -appr^te> to 
^ythmB biat ara out of : W.8*’ U^TWon't .atftam/firid vteoYorag. ''-Me w«Wfta ! ' 

sofjjfeed^y • , .'foi&rdVa .yourposlilpn: ; . •;< >• . a* 7 totems this >*t9- 6 h^ r *We«sr^icl f 

_;V V ' ’’ j .‘.v ; '* ! • 
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By PAT NASON 
United Press International 


m J L- f 


GIBSON WILL PLAY 
'PATRIOT' 


i-jj- 'he Hollywood Reporter says Mel Gibson is in talks to star in 
R "The Patriot," a Revolutionary War drama about a pacifist 
h who is forced to go to war against his will. Roland Emmerich 
(“Independence Day." “Godzilla") is directing from a script by 
Robert Rodat ("Saving Private Ryan 1 ’). 


SHEEN SAYS BAD 
BEHAVIOR IS IN THE PAST 


■-■•harlie Sheen says he's determined to clean up his act. He 
[{ tells ABC's “20/20" that his notoriously bad behavior was 
'-'motivated by a need tr> live up to his reputation as 
“Hollywood's bad boy." Sheen says he has learned more about 
who he really is, and lias decided that “all this other stuff has just 
been some alien identity." 


CAGE SIGNS ON FOR 
NEW ACTION PICTURE 


1 -, v icolas Cage is all set to star in "Gone in BO Seconds," an 
^ \ action picture that will reunite him with the writer and pro- 
'■< ducer of one of his biggest hits, “Con Air." Cage will play a 
man who has to get his brother out of a jam by putting together a 
team of thieves to steal 50 cars in one night. 


t «■ 
\ v ; 


'MELROSE PLACE/ 
'HOME IMPROVEMENT' 
SIGNING OFF 


ox and ABC have made it official. The long-running shows 
!.; ; "Melrose Place” and "Home Improvement" will air their final 
/'■ episodes in May. ABC executives had hoped to persuade Tim 
Alien to stick around for another year on "Home Improvement," by 
offering him a substantial raise over the S 1.25 million per episode 
he currently collects. But Allen Is sticking by his recent statement 
that “when it's just about money, it's just about over.” 


NEW GAME FOR MAGIC? 


:• here's word that NBA legend Magic Johnson is looking into 
buying a Major League Baseball franchise. The Los Angeles 
‘ Times reports that Johnson and baseball Hall-of-Famer Frank 
Robinson are part of a group of investors working on a deal to buy 
the Oakland Athletics. 


HONORS FOR HAWN 
AND JACKSON 


oldie Hawn and Samuel L. Jackson have been named woman 
!■ and man of the year by Harvard University's Hasty Pudding 
Theatricals. The nation's oldest undergraduate dramatic 
organization will present the actors with its traditional "Pudding 
Pot" at separate ceremonies later this month in Cambridge, Mass. 


DEPP ARRESTED 
IN LONDON 


.’ olice in London arrested johnny Depp Saturday night after a 
i; -’confrontation between the actor and the paparazzi. 

Witnesses said the star of "Ed Wood" aiul "Fear and Loathing 
in Las Vegas” exploded in anger and threatened to smash the pho- 
tographers with a wouden plank when they tried to take his pic- 
ture outside a restaurant. Apparently, no one was hurt. It's not 
Depp's first run-in with the law. In 1995, lie was arrested after a 
drunken fight with then-girlfriend Kate Moss ended in $10,000 
worth of damage ro their Manhattan hotel room. 


GLAMOUR IN A 
DINOSAUR PELT 


|: oan Collins has joined the cast of "The Flinrstones in Viva Rock 
jj Vegas." Collins will play Wilma Flintstone's mother, Pearl. Mark 
|-Addy of “The Full Monty" stars as Fred Flintstone, and Kristen 
'Johnson of "3rd Rock From the Sun," will play Wilma. Shooting 
starts in April. 


CLOONEY OUT OF 
'COUNTY GENERAL' 


eorge Clooney has shot his filial scene for the hit TV series 
,."ER." Now the question is, will his character - Dr. Doug Ross 
' - go out in a blaze of glory? Insiders say Dr. Ross will take 

part in an extraordinary medical procedure in Clooney's final 
appearance as a regular an the show. Co-slnr Anthony Edwards 
told Access Hollywood that Clooney - "like a bad cold” - will be 
back next year to "do something with us. I'm sure he will." 
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THERE’S SOMETHING ABOUT 
MARY 3:30/6:30/8:30/10:30 
GALLERIA 1 
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SCRABBLE® is n iiadon.au cl HnsO'o ,n me United Sisias r .„ 
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PAR SCORE 125-135 back 4 

by JUDD four rack total 

TIME LIMIT 20 MIN 

DIRECTIONS: Make a 2 to 7 letter word tram the tetters in each row. Add 
points of each word, using scoring directions at right. 7-letter words get 50-point 
bonus. "Blanks" used as any letter have no point value. All Judd's words are In 
The Official Scrabble Players Dictionary (Merriam-Webster) and OSW Official 
Scrabble Words (Chambers). JUDD’S SOLUTION TOMORROW 

O 1S99, Un.led Feature Syndicate. Inc. 
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THE SOLUTION OF YESTERDAY’S GAME 

3000000 RACK 1 = 95 

& H, LN F, RACK 2 . 66 

0 JL 0 0 0 0 RACK 3 = 6 

0 3 0 0 0 0 0 rack 4 = 74 

PAR SCORE1 5^160 ^ j^’S TOTAL 241 

«„lredometk ot Hasbro In me United States and Canada and elsewhere o» 
cpeM & Sons.PLC. © 1B9B Haelita Alt rlgnit reserved Used wltti permission 
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WORDY GURDY 


Li Ifflng jrailj^ wrf(8i 

pJem Ull [njal cm ^ont Pevui f <21 

L Llat ess clumb Dworf (2) 

Li op-miislc-^vinj* amart Dwai*f (1) 
LJ Jeregi tabfp nllo t^^ D warf (2) 

|. Dowdy aurlv Dwarf(2> 

□xiirlcnrET: 

7. Hasty ahy Dwarf (2 > 


NoisijaitAtoiKiJaiid ’l Ha.iwnr«n»ii«irr*i 's svdimom hv>)[N(uvv 

ATILL A.T1IS T- N11VA NHVU K SHIJK^SIAV ’B XM3cf S J.N3H 'I 
SHHMSNV 


BY TRICYKY RICKY KANE 
Evfry jmswrr Is it rhymiuK 
r«Ir of MdrtLs riiki* KAT CAT 
nntl DOUULHTHOtlBI ,Kt, uiul 
Mir}’ will lit Jnlhn U-tlcr 
squares, Hie number alter Ihn 
flrllnltiQii lells you how ninny 
syllables In mdi wurd. To win 
$10, semi your original rhymes 
with your ileflnJlIons to Uiis 
newspaper. All entries become 
the property <tf UFM. Inu. 

18?fl Unit act Foajure Synd^oie. Inc 
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G(?ArAW,yon'p£ not Going 
Away so soom, are you? 


Then that means i'm J a goop House guest always 
PO lNGr THE *S LEAVES K FORE HlS HOSTS 
RIGHT THING!/ START WANTING HtM Tc( 
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MICK JAGGER 
BOUNCING BACK 
FROM FLU BOUT 


JANINE FIGHTS GHOSTS 


DENVER, (UP!) - Concert 
organizers say Mickjagger is 
feeling better and ready to 
rock when the Rolling Stones' 
"No Security" tour hits the 
stage in Denver's McNichots 
Arena. 

Fifty-five-year-old Jagger has 
been wrestling with the flu 
since late last week and was 
too sick to perform in San Jose. 
Calif, forcing die cancellation 
of two shows. 

Tonight's scheduled show 
will be the first lime the Stones 
have performed Indoors in 
Denver in 27 years. The British 
hand has been performing 
mostly in football and soccer 
stadiums for more than Lwo 
decades. 

The "No Security" tour puts 
Jagger, guitarists Keith Richards 
and Ron Wood, bassist Darryl 


Jones, drummer Charlie Watts 
and keyboardist Chuck Leavell 
in front of crowds Inside arenas 
where basketball and hockey 
are played. 

That means about 16,000 
people will see the sold-out 
McNichols concert, compared 
to the 75.000-plus that 
watched previous shows at 
Mile High Stadium. Tickets 
priced from £40 to $250 sold 
out in minutes. 

The tour opened with rave 
reviews last week at Oakland, 
Calif., featuring familiar Stones 
megabits and n selection of sel- 
dom-heard songs such as 
"Moonlight Mile." Undercover 
of the Night" and "Some Girls." 

The Rolling Stones have 
been performing for 37 years 
but are still one of the hottest 
conceit draws in die business. 














I've been wandering around the house all night 
Wondering what the hell to do 
I'm trying to concentrate but all I can think of Is you 
Well the phone don't ring cuz my friends ain't home 
I’m tired of being all alone 

Got the TV on cuz the radio's playing aongs th$t remind 
me ot you 

Baby when yo’re gone-l realize I’m In love 

The days go on and on-and the nights just seem so long 

Even food don't taste that good-drink ain’t doing what It 

should 

tilings lust feel so wrong-baby when you're gone 

I've been driving up and down these streets 
trying to find somewhere to go 

■ Ya I'm lookin’ for a familiar face but Ihere’s no one I know 
This Is torture- this is pain-it feels like I'm gonna go insane 
I hope you're coming back real soon-cuz I don’t know 
what lo do 


HOLLYWOOD (UPI) -Actress Janine Turner's 
career is hampered by two women who have 
been obstacles to her quest for major movie-TV 
stardom. 

Her first ndverearv is Maggie O'Connell, the 
bewitching pilot she portrayed for live years in 
die immensely popular "Northern Exposure" 
series in which she played a very liberated female. 

Her second obstruction is more formidable 
than Maggie. She's Janine Tlimer, who owns one 
of the most genuinely beautifiil faces ever to 
emerge from Texas. 

Janine would be utteriy ineffectual playing the 
title rales in "Dracula’s Daughter" or “The Bride 
of Frankenstein." Her flawless face would prevail, 
transfbmilng both creatures into mesmerizing 
beauties. 

The dilemma might be amusing or trivial, but 
it is a genuine pain to Janine Thmer who dreams 
of losing herself in performances, convincing 
audiences she is another person, another charac- 
ter. 

She could have been the inspiration for tltat 
old love ballad "Too Beautiful for VAnds." 

Today's outstanding beauties must overcome 
their looks to attain greatness as actresses. 

No one knows this better than Tlimer. 
although modesty prevents her from being 
absolutely candid. 

This week. Turner completed her stoning role 
In “Fatal Error,” a TBS movie sdieduled for March 
28. 

“it’s a dramatic action film," Turner said. “I play 
an Anny Held agent with a Ph.D. in viral biology. 
Like Maggie, site’s a very small woman. 

"I haven't (lone inudi science-fiction, which is 
quite different from 'Northern Exposure.' Ir was 
fim and I enjoyed it. 

“I try to ride the pendulum, swinging back and 


forth from one genre to the otlier" 

Tinner's first major movie was “Clifihanger" 
wirh Sylvester Stallone, a departure from her role 
as Maggie. 

Following “Northern Exposure" Turner 
appeared in “Steel Magnolias, “ "Tni-P.m,” 
“Monkey Shines: An Experiment in Terror.” and 
the CBS movie "Beauty." 

In 1997, site starred in the TV film "Stolen 
Wfonten, Captured Hearts," a true story of a 
woman kidnapped by Sioux Indians in 1 868. 

Last year, she starred in and co-produced 
Tinde of Deceit" for TV 

None had the impact of "Northern Exposure." 
She was. however, more beautiful than ever, 
somewliat to her chagrin. 

She said, "Every character after 'Northern 
Exposure' had elements of Maggie. That's why I 
did June Cleaver in die movie 'Leave It to Reaver' 
and die comedy 'Curse of the Inferno.' 

"I want people to look at die screen and not 
see Maggie O'Connell diere at all. Part of the fen 
is playing completely different characters. 

“Strangers almost always bring up Maggie. So 
I suppose she's not the worst person in the world 
to be associated whli." 

Maggie was endowed with many of Timer's 
natural characteristics, not the least of which is 
unorthodoxy. 

Tbmer makes her home near her 300-acre cac- 
de ranch in Texas where she shares her life with 
Juliette. Iter 14-month-old daughter. She is 
unmarried. 

"She's a love child," Tlimer said. “Her father is 
not a part of our life at this point, so it's best not 
to mention his name. 1 ' 

Otanging the subject, Tlimer said, '“Northern 
Exposure' was definitely my big break. I appreci- 
ate wliat the series did for me. 


Profile: 

Vanessa-Mae 


"I almost didn't get the pair because they 
thought i was too pretty to play a pilot, which 1 
found offensive. There we were wirh tliat old 
theme again. 

"I thought, why can't a woman who's been 
blessed with good features also fly an airplane? 
It's a burden and still doesn't seem right. 

"Maggie was a deburante Irani Grasse Pointe, 
Midi. She said, ‘Forget it. I'm going to Alaska and 
become a bush pilot in a man's world. I want to 
see iflcan do it.' 

"It was similar to my path, moving to Newlbik 
from Texas, starting over, cutting my hair and 
becoming a method actress. 

"Learning to master iny craft is the foundation 
of it all. No matter how beautiful the girl, ifslie 
doesn't have tliat, she doesn’t lave anything. 

"Beauty has worked against me my entire 
career. In Texas women are groomed to be beau- 
tiful. That's the way it was for my mother's gen- 
eration. So it's been a big surprise beauty isn't 
that important anymore.” 

■Rimer's independence lias prevented her from 
doing another weekly TV series. 

She doesn't want lo repeat her work, adding 
tliat an hour-long TV drama series is die most 
demanding and exhausting work an actor can 
tackle. 

"They keep trying to get me bade in a series." 
she said. “When you leave a series you're rired, 
and you want to do different things. 

"Now, with iny baby girl, I think it would be too 
difficult to go back in a weekly drama with aD 
rhose long hours. 

*1 do like comedies and sitcoms are much eas- 
ier to do. Ihey keep you in one place so you can 
be home with your baby every night. Not on loca- 
tions somewhere." 


ansssa-Mae 


V anessa-Mae was 
a “wunderkind” 
before she became 
a superstar. The 
Director of the 
Royal College of 
Music described her as a 'true 
child prodigy, like Mozart and 
Mendelssohn'. At 12, she made 
her First outstanding recording, 
which already included one of 
her own compositions in the 
form of a cadenza for a Mozart 
violin concerto. Her second 
album included her own violin 
transcriptions of Heifetz, 
Kreislev and Paganini. Her third 
recording, an extraordinarily 
mature performance of the 
Tchaikovsky and Beethoven vio- 
lin concertos with the London 
Symphony Orchestra, estab- 
lished her as the youngest ever 
to record both these concertos. 
Her fourth album, "The Violin 
Player', released in 1995, was 
her first ’pop’ album; for which 
she created her own 'techno- 
acoustic fiision’ violin music, 
using both her 200-year-old 
Guadagninl and her electric vio- 
lin. In autumn 1996, Vanessa- 


Mae released her fifth album, 
effectively her fourth classical 
album, to launch a new series 
for EMI. The phenomenal speed 
of sales of "The Classical Album 
1", which sold half a million 
within two weeks of release, 
made her the fastest-selling 
classical solo artiste. 

Vanessa-mae’s unique and 
brilliant dual recording career Is 
also reflected in her career as a 
'live' concert artiste. She tours 
the world extensively, playing 
in venues such as the Berlin 
Philharmonie, the Royal Albert 
Hall, the Royal Festival Hall, the 
Leipzig Gewandhaus, the Salle 
PI eye!, the Salzburg Festival 
Hall, the Audirorio Nadonal in 
Mexico, Hampton Court Palace. 
Hnd ar rock festivals performing 
her own ‘techno-acoustic, 
fusion' concerts to massive, 
.audiences. In the year 1996-7 
alone, she performed in over 35- 
countries, touring numerous 
cities, many of them several 
times. 

Varied highlights include her 
televised US debut at Time 
Square seen all over the world, 



performing the first ever con- 
. qert on the frozen lake of St. 
Moritz as welt as for a 100.000 
capacity audience at the G7. 
Conference in France. Vanessa- 
Mae' also set a record as the 
youngest ever to address and 
perform for the Oxford Union 
and is’ the only artiste ever to 
perform on the TTocadero In:- 
front of the Eiffel Tower in 
Paris;, 


Vanessa-Mae’s brilliantly sue- 
cessfill dual-faceted career 
admirable not only, for; ft* . 
. dbgriee of enviable success - ^ 
ha? achieved, but,8lso forfljr. 
confidence and Individualist^., 
philosophy ‘with Which : :dj» >. 
extraordinarily- gifted ; 

artiste has pursued heKmwl^ 


NODDLE MEETS FA IN 
BID TO HANG ONTO JOB 


SPORTS 27 


LONDON (AP) — Glenn HotUlle met 
senior Football Association officials on 
Riesday in a bid to hang onto his job 
as England soccer coach after out rag- 
ing the disabled by reportedly saying 
they were "paying for the sins of an 
earlier life' 1 

With Sports Minister Tony Banks 
saying his position was "untenable" 
and even Prime Minister Tony Blair say- 
ing Hoddle's reported comments were 
a mistake, FA officials had to decide 
whether to stick with their under fire 
coach or bow to a wave of public opin- 
ion and dismiss him. 

Initially a decision was expected 
around lunchtime but David Davies, 
the FA's acting chief executive told 
reporters there had been a delay and 
nothing was expected until at least 
late afternoon. 

Hoddlc, whose comments were pub- 
lished in the Times of London on 
Saturday, said on Monday lie wouldn’t 
resign. He soys he’s outraged tliat his 
words were “misinterpreted" and is 
considering legal action against the 
newspaper. 

Tm not going to resign over this 
because at the end of the day I didn’t 
say those things," Hoddle said in a IV 
interview. "It couldn't he further Irani 
ihe troth from what 1 believe about tire 
handicapped and the disabled. Tire* 
work that I've done with them over 25- 
* fi years is there for everyone to sec. 

He also apologised for wliar had 


been written. 

"More than anything I am dreadfully 
sorry and very sorry that this has 
caused sadness to otlier people," he 
said. “But at the end of the day I made 
the mistake and 1 want to put the 
record straight and say that these peo- 
ple are not being punished for their 
sins." 

The sponsor of the England team 
has joined the criticism and Prime 
Minister Blair believes it is very diffi- 
cult for Hoddle to stay on after his 
remarks about reincarnation were 
reported in the Times. 

Banks, who is in Lausanne for an 
International Olympic Committee 
meeting on doping, said he didn’t see 
how Hoddle could still be coach by the 
end or the day. 

"I think it's going to be very difficult 
foi Glenn Hoddle to stay because, 
quite frankly, I don’t think he can effec- 
tively do his job." tlic Sports Minister 
said. 

“I think Glenn has dug himself into a 
terrible hole and I don't honestly feel 
lie's going to be able to get out itfir. 

“I feel his position is now untenable 
and he'll have lo go." 

Davies said there had been a number 
of meetings of FA officials and Hoddle 
was due to meet acting chaii man Genlf 
Thompson ami other senior figures 
during the day. 

"There have been a number of meet- 
ings and conversations borh late last 


night and this morning," Davies said. 
“Glenn Hoddle was involved in one of 
the meetings of last night with the 
chairman and other senior officers of 
the FA. I expect there will lie .mother 
similar meeting larer today. 

"The priority remains that fairness is 
important in that everyone is fully 
aware of all the facts and then a deci- 
sion will be raken, " Davies told 
reporters. 

"Glenn Hoddle is meeting with dose 
friends elsewhere in London. I know 
hint very well and he is very strong 
willed and very strong today. It is a dif- 
ficult time for him and it is dillicult for 
everyone concerned in this." 

The crisis has erupted only ,i lew 
days before England takes on World 
Cup holder France in an exhibit ion 
game at Wembley and Hoddle is sched- 
uled to announce his lineup on 
Thursday. 

The media have put forward former 
coach Teiry Venables ami the FA's 
director of coaching. I Inw.ud 
Wilkinson, as likely alternatives if 
Hoddle goes, albeit on ,i temporal v 
basis until someone is appointed lull 
time. Apart horn the details ol the 
Times interview, lltcie have been call, 
for Hoddle lo go for smite time. 

The papeis have been strongly criti- 
cal of his team selection and have held 
him responsible for England's poor 
pci fnt mattces so lar in attempting to 
qualify lor the JUIlfi Futopejii 
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t.Ti.mipiniislup. England lies third 
hchiiul Poland and Sweden in Cmitp T. 
tw«i points Ire-hind both having played 
a game more and only the group win- 
ner is mi.ii.inleeil a place unite lin.il. 
HotUlle'}, sit one; Utristi.m lu-licls 
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also li.uv prompted lidiiuk- in some 
ttewjpapcis. lie was criticised lot 
enlistitn* Utiih he.wlet F.tleen Ihcsvvty 
to li y and help -.nitre- England plaveis 
get oii.-i tlieit injuries prim to Hie 
Wm Id i up. 


VIETNAM, IRAN 
ADVANCE ON 
STRANGE NIGHT 


GRAF HEADS HOME FOR 
HANOVER INDOOR EVENT 


HO CHI MINH CIU Vietnam 
( AP 1 Pejman Jninshidi and 
Farzad Majidi scored three 
minutes apart and Iran, two 
men down, rallied for a 2-2 
draw with Vietnam Tuesday 
niglit. earning a place in the 
semifinals of the Dunhill Cup. 

Nguyen Phi Hung scored in 
79th minute to give 
Vietnam a 2-0 lead and start 
l>e celebrations among the 
" 1,000 Packing Thong Nhat 
Stadium. But Jamshidi pulled 
Iran with one in the 84th and 
Majidi scored the equalizer, 
ta| lymg the first goals in three 

Sames against the host 
nation. 

draw gave Iran a T-l-l 
reeoi-d and edged it past 

Kussia 011 goal difference for 
second place in Group A. 
sending it to Friday's semifv 
na s * n r he eight-nation tour- 


nament against the Group B 
winner, likely South Korea. 

Vietnam, which had 
clinched its place in the semi- 
finals before kickoff, finished 
with a 2-1-0 record and will 
face the runner-up from 
Group B on Friday. 

The desperate rally was a 
fitting ending to a bizarre 
night that began when 
Singapore gave up an own 
goal with time running out to 
hand Russia a 1-1 draw and 
clinch Vietnam's semifinal 
berth. 

Vietnam led oil It Huyrih 
Due's 16th-minute goal when 
Iran's Ali Ansarlan was ejected, 
in the 72nd minute for his 
second yellow card. ■ • 

Mohammad -AH Karl mi ■ 
joined him by shoving the ref- , 
.eree In the face. Teammates 
had to restraln.him and escort 


him from the field. 

Hung’s goal Appeared to 
decide the game but the late 
strikes rallied Iran and kept it 
alive in die tournament. 

Earlier, Singapore, which 
had been held scoreless in 
two previous Group A match- 
es, appeared to win when 
Nasir bin Nazri Mohamad 
scored into the upper right 
comer on a long-range blast 
in the 87th minute. 

But with only seconds 
remaining in injury time, an 
effort at a clearing pass in 
front of the Singapore goal 
rebounded off a Singapore 
player and past his goalkeep- 
er. 

Group B. will be decided 
Wednesday night when 
Malaysia (0-1-1 j feces China: 
(1-0-1) and South Korea (2 : 0- 
0) plays Bulgaria, (o- 1-1 ). . ■ 


Hanover, Germany, Feb 2 (AFPJ — Former 
world tennis number one Steffi Graf will 
return to her native Germany to play in the 
Hanover indoor tournament between 
February 15-21, tourn ament direcror Ed Peter 
announced on Tuesday. 

The 29-year-old, ranked number seven in 
the world, is seeded third behind Vfenus 
-Williams of the United States and the Czech 
Jana Novotna. Prize money in the tournament 


will amount to 500,000 dollars. 

Iran needed only a draw to advance, while 
a Vietnam victory would send Russia into the 
semis. 

South Korea, which earlier clinched a semi- 
final berth, plays Bulgaria and defending 
China takes on Malaysia in the final round of 
Croup B matches Wednesday. 

The semifinals are Friday, with the final on 
Sunday. 


SINGAPORE, RUSSIA TIE 

1-1 : 


HQ CHI MlNH Ciry. Vietnam (AP) — • 

. Singapore ;gave: up an own goal as time 
was running oiit Tuesday to hand Russia , 
tie in the, eight-nation Dunhill. Cup 
■ spece r to urn ame n t. ’ 

. SingbpoVe, whl till had lieeri heitj score* 
lessj In'tv/6 previous Group A matches i ■ 
: r appeared tpbe en route tovlctdrywheii 
; Ndslr ; bid Nazri Mbhathad = fired .h Jorig- ' 
/; range blaslmtotlid upper rig|« .^pfnwof 
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Rut with only seconds remaining' |q ■ 

. injury time, an effort at a clearing pass in • 
front pf the Singapore goal richpchetcd, 
off.a Singapore player and past the luck- j 
■iess gQBlkeeper. ^ < f ". ' 

-. The draw ciinclied.fl semifinal spot fbr , 

, Vietnnm. which Was playing’ Iran ; in the ^ 
'. Tii^lucap ot 2 1 jOOG-seat; Thong ; W.Kpt ; f 
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MANCHESTER UNITED HEADS 


MANCHESTER United is the world's 
richest football club and the most 
valuable sporting brand worldwide, 
dwarfing its giant Spanish and Italian 
soccer rivals and outstripping the val- 
uations of the biggest American grid- 
iron, baseball and basketball teams. 

According to a new report, which 
analyses rite 20 richest football clubs 
in the world, United's financial pulling 
power is 50 per cent greater than 
rivals Barcelona and Real Madrid, 
which rank second and third in soc- 
cer's earnings supertaiguc. And the 
club is more than twice the financial 
size of Newcastle, Liverpool and Rio 
tie Janeiro's rLunengo. ilu* most pow- 
erful dub in Brasil. 

English and Italian dubs dominate 
the soccer licit fist, compiled by 
accountants Deloirte and Touche anil 
FoiirFourUvo magazine. There tire six 
Italian Scrie A clubs in the top 20 and 
five Premiership teams. 

United, which is the subject of a one 
billion dollar takeover bid from Ruperr 
Murdoch's BSkyB, "is now one of the 


WORLD RICHES LEAGUE 


most famous brands in the world." 
said Gerry Boon, a senior partner at 
Deloitte. 

Boon pointed out that, despire hav- 
ing smaller crowds than many of irs 
European rivals - Old Tra (Toni's capac- 
ity is 55,000. compared with 87,000 ar 
Barcelona and S3.000 at Real Madrid - 
Manchester United more than makes 
tip for the shortfall with its commer- 
cial activities, such as replica shirts 
and corporate hospitality. 

In fact," said Boon, "it makes more 
from its commercial activities than 
from gate receipts.” 

The survey, published today, ranks 
clubs according to their turnover. That 
measure, said Deloitte, most accurate- 
ly reflects j club's ability to generate 
cash. It takes no account of players 
valuations, the way clubs spend their 
money or the profit that they make - 
ns many clubs are still bankrolled by 
miiltj-niilliuiiairo businessmen and 
5 nine, especially big German teams, 
are still member-owned mm profit- 
making sports clubs. 


By Julia Finch In London 
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if c same Say 


Bayern Munich, for example, is 
ranked the world's fifth biggest foot- 
ball club, but it is owned by irs 74,000 
members and has never paid more 
than S8.25 million for a new player. 

The survey also concedes that the 
massive amounts of cash pumped into 
the game by TV can distort the rank- 
ings. Juventus, ranked number 4, 
pulled in S34.65 of its S87.5 million 
turnover from television. Some 
pounds SI 9.8 million ul" Mane lies ter 
United's pounds SI 45 million came 
from IV. The report adds, however, 
that "financial success is not always a 
guarantee of football success." point- 
ing out that while Newcastle United is 
now the world's eighth richest dub 
and Britain's second most financially 
powerful in terms of the survey. It lias 


nut won a major honor for 30 years. 

Similarly Liverpool, milked world 
number 9, saw its glory days end 
some years ago. The report says that 
the An field team “underachieves 
financially". Another big underachiev- 
er is Manchester United's neighbor. 
Manchester City. 

In a table showing how English and 
Scottish clubs compare to the world's 
biggest soccer names. Manchester 
City is the 19th biggest British dub. 
But the Maine Road team, currently 
lying a miserable eighth in Division 2, 
has a turnover well ahead of 
Premiership teams Derby, Wimbledon 
and Southampton. 

The two other Premiership clubs in 
tlu* World Top 20. Spurs and Arsenal, 
are ranked !6 and 20. but Deloitte 
believes that Arsenal is set to leap a 
few places in next year's table, when 
the results of its Double-winning sea- 
son last year will have generated extra 
income. 

Similarly, Real Madrid will have the 
added bonus of pounds 9.3 million 


(US$1 5.3m) Irom winning the 
Euiopean Cup. 

Ridiaid Baldwin, of Deloitte, admit- 
ted that the presence of some English 
reams in the Top 20 could be the 
result of higher ticket prices, as they 
have considerably smaller ground 
capacities than many of their 
European rivals. “We .do squeeze more 
revenue our of a lower customer 
base," he said, 

But Baldwin said Manchester 
United’s real success was in retaining 
its profits and nor paying them all out 
in players' wages. Manager Alex 
Ferguson’s rigid wage structure means 
that player costs at Old Trafford soak 
up just 25 per cent of the club's 
turnover, compared to a Premiership 
average of 50 per cent. Italian clubs, 
however, pay out an average 60 per 
cent of turnover in players' wages. 

The massive wage bills resulted In 
Italy’s Serie A clubs making an average 
profit orjust $660,000 during the year 
of the report, compared to a pounds 
$7 million average in the Premiership. 
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carlo Rally. 

* , hc HAs ‘ , PP u *‘ l1 h 'Hlv . die hHoin.iiion.il Cmm of Appeal 

J u P |K * kl ll,L ; lk ' dsil,n 1,1 ral'V suwnnk to exclude McRae's ui 
bn m i sc nl an oversized water pump on his l : r,r ( | focus 
McRae was allowed lu compete the rally pending the imik-al 
and finished third behind winnei two Finns . 'linn mi Makinen 
o! Mitsubishi ami Juli.i k'nnkkuiien ol Sulwiu. 

With McRae's exclusion. henchman Didier Aurinl nf1ov.il, i 
moved inio third lollowcd by loll-w countryman francr.is 
Delc-cour (lord). Ilruiio Ihirv Chilian.) ol liuly was given fifth 
nnd Italian hem Maui LSe.nj moved into sixth. 

'We'ie disappointed that lire MA has rejected ford's appeal 
Against exclusion from tlu.- Monte Carlo Rally, Imi n j s deci- 
j sion we accept,” said Marlin Whiiaker. direao, Rating 
Europe, ’ll is widely acknowledged dial the water pump used 
on the Monte Carlo Rally did not give any performance advan- 
tage” 

The winner ol each rally gets lu points in the season siaiul- 
mgs with six for second, lour li.r third, rhice fur fourth, iwo lor 
1 filth and one for sixth. 


• IAUSANNI: (l)IV\) — International Olympic f uniiniiiee fkK') 
, presideni luau Antonio S.imaranili opened an inioiJi.ititiii.il 
i \ w| oeni.v on doping in sp.»ri Tuesday wiih ,i call l.»r g.ivem- 
munis and other worhl agenues r«j join spnns aulhorilies in 
| J™ - ’ againsi drugs. Imemaiioiial aiuliorirics such as die 
Umted Nations and its agencies, die World Health Organic inn 
1 1« Council of Europe and the Em up van Union as well .is gov- 
ernments and spoils federations must cooperate “if we are to 
rudi our aim, lie said. The ihree day imeniatinn.il conference 
"m doping in sport, hosted in l.ausamie by the IOC, is bringing 
ifgerher polilicians and officials from the 35 Olympic sports 
iterations and 200 National Olympic l.uiiuniuees to discuss 
ll0 ' v ,n fonihai die duping clioals. 


AUSTRALIAN 
CRICKET CAPTAIN 
HANGS UP HIS BAT 


~ ' (DPA) — Mark Taylnr, Australia's best luved sportsman, 

retiree from internal iunal cricket Tuesday after losing his 
J U Hls j as,n for the game and sensing his days as Test captain 
erc ‘ llmusr °ver. Taylor, 34. has led Australia in 50 Tests, a 
r j COre etre red only by Allan Border (93). notching up 26 victo- 
llih w rCCOrc * * 3eate11 °tdy by Don Bradman, Linsay Hassett and 
, . 00c lf L| fi- The Australian selectors will decide next week 
th ^° r s de P l,t y. fellow batsman Steve Wfough, will lead 
j ■p, l ‘ ka | ln 0,1 d,e forthcoming two-month tour of the Caribbean, 
j is Lu ,eP ,eat * ing cand i d ‘ire is spin bowler Shane Wame, who 
I Ul,de r a cloud after recently admitting to taking money 
\ an Indian bookmaker. Named Australian of the Year 
j \vm n^v Tu ^ tj - V '' Ta y |or t0 °k on the captaincy' declaring lie , 
i a| . . 1 . c,1e Australians of their habit of using foul language 
iiad ri - S * UrS t0 linsetde their opponents. Taylor hangs up his 
5 , ln l * ie knowledge that he is recognised as one of rhe 
He r S PSt Ca * )la * ns ' ^ est batsmen and best slip-fielders. 
|)C i U ias S( ' ored centuries against all the top seven Test oppo- 
vi-r S and captained Australia in a record six successive Ashes 
ser ° neS f f aillst England. The portly opening batsman has also 
„^ a ' VQr ^ record °f 157 catches in Test games. 
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PHOTO AP 


TOKYO (AFP) — Russian teenager Anna 
Kournikova finally overcame her service 
blues as she came through a tough first- 
round match against Germany's Anke 
Huber at the Toray Pan Pacific Open tour- 
nament Tuesday. 

The sixth seed, fresh from her doubles 
victory at the Australian Open with Martina 
Hingis, won a first set packed with double 
faults nnd service breaks to score a 7-6 
(7/4), 6-0 win. 

“Of course, I gained a lot of confidence 
(at the Australian Open). We beat a lot of 
good players with Martina. I feel great. It 
definitely helps a lor,” Kournikova said. 

Kournikova. whose service also looked 
vulnerable in Melboure. committed iwo 
double faults in each of her first two ser- 
vice games and neither wuinan could hold 
serve until the Russian kept hers fur a 4-2 


Bui Kournikova , who won the first sot on 
a tie-breaker (7'4). stopped doiible-fnulhng 
in the second sei. 

"It's my first time ro piety on this (fast, 
indoor) surface and it's dilficuk to hit an 
overhead and a high ball because of the 
lights, so I li.nl to gc-i used to it. Bur other 
than that. I set ml very, very well." said 
Kournikova. 17. 


Amanda Cuctzcr, lire sovl-iicIi- seeded 
South African, had a 6-2. 6-1 viernry over 
Magui Serna of Spain. 

Hingis, the second seed, and the other 
top three seeds • America's world number 
one Lindsay Davenport. Wimbledon cham- 
pion Jana Novotna .if the Czecli Republic 
and Monica Seles - received first-round 
byes. 
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Sarah PitkowskJ (Fra) bt Larisa Neiland(.(Lat)3-6, <WJ, 6- J. ’ 
Cara Black izim) bt JuKe iialard-petugis (Fra) 6-2 , 6-1 • 

Zv ?reva (Sir) Tara ^nyder (lj$A) 6*7 (2/7), 6?2. ‘ 
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DAILY! 




Isn’t It marvellous? 


For More information 
call:- 



Phones: 

S62 6 5661177 
962 6 5678637 
962 6 5678625 

Fax: 962 6 5676766 

P.O.Box: 962196 
Amman 11196-Joftfan 

Web site: 

www.arabdalfy.com.jo 
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TECHNOLOGY 31 


Scientist is building a monumental tim 


CLOCK OF AGES 


T io Danny Hillis, the point of 
building a millennium dock 
— a monumental device that 
ticks annually, chimes every thou- 
sand years and keeps accurate time 
for ten thousand years • is telling a 
story. 

As befits a Disney (one of the res- 
ident wizards in Uncle Wilt's imag- 
inecring R&D division), the 42-year ' 
old computer scientist sees the 
story unfolding from an experi- 
ence: an E-ticket ride for the intel- 
lect. 

"The dock will be hand to visit," 
he says, stretching in an Aeron 
chair in a conference room at the 
unlabelled building in Glendale. 
California where he works. 

“Probably in the high desert. You 
have to go on foot. You see in the 
distance, at die top of a mountain, 
some little structure. You can’t see 
how you'll get to it, but its dear 
where the trail is. Then you find 


this little tunnel goitvg into the diff. 
You squeeze in and dimb up 
through a sort oflabyrinrh. You can 
detea motion, then you're in this 
big vertical building ■ Inside a huge 
media nism. You dimb through ir, 
and then you’re into daylight. You 
look up, and at die dome of the 
structure, you see this piece of sky. 
It’s the dock face." 

The dial indicates the calendar 
date and year — and is designed to 
do so umit the year 12,000. (After 
that, its no longer under warranty.) 
And the stoiy that Hillis wants you 
to live with us... Our story. A 
spedes that’s had civilization for 
10.000 years, and if we’re lucky, 
we’ll hang nu for n second (OK. But 
one that measures individual lives, 
as the poet said, coffee spoons. 

Will visiting a dock built to last a 
hundred centuries make us rethink 
die meaning of time? Could it lie 
that even contemplating such an 


TMTOf 


by STEVEN LEVY 

object will lead us to consider 
‘deep time’ where entire genera- 
tions are but noble drips on a iiuil- 
tiniiilennial Jackson Pollock canv.is? 
'Chose fiieixls and suppnilcis ui 
Hillis who don’t regard his idea as a 
cerebral inidlilb crisis think so. Thu 
if you put it nut as this nver-tlte-lnp 
crazy, but weirdly plausible adven- 
turous tiling to dn, people want to 
ben part ol it." 

Hillis’ initial hrniusinrm fm the 
clock came in the early ‘‘JU\. 
Realize, now. that a rainstorm frum 
Danny Hillis is like a Illinium- liom 
Milch. As a 12 year-old. Hillis built 
a lick-iack-iue mnihiiie nut ol 
wiles and batteries. As an MIC sin- 


Facing the Test el Time 

Than may b« many modoli off dlfforont else*, but Hillis plans to build a giant 
cluck to work llko the prototype diagrammed here. 


Solar sensor 
On sunny days 
at high noon. It 
automatically 
corrects any 
deviation from 

Weight exact time 

As It drops. It 
powers the clock 
hy gravity. Every 
yoar a crow of 
caretakers will 
need to rewind 
It. , 


l 

Chimes 

•ho clock's 
'cuckoo' will 
chime ovary 
millennium 
with sound by 
Brian Ino 


Pendulum... 

Constcttng off” 
32-pound . 
tBpgstoii hobs. It. 
rotates once a 
minute 



Clock face 
If the clock Is 
nogloctod and 
stops at any 
lime, lator dis- 
coverers can 
rosot tho tints- 
piece by match- 
ing Its mapping 
off tho night sky 
to tho stars 


Mechanical 
compote r 
adlusts lor 
loap yoars, ’ 
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dent he constmaed working com- 
puters made out of Tinker toys. 
Also at Mm he diviied die concept 
of massive parallelism, which orga- 
nizes thousands of microproces- 
sors to work at once, and then 
started a company. Thinking 
Machines, to make such supercom- 
puter. Td like to build a comput- 
er," he once said, "that would be 
proud of me." 

Oddly, “wortdng on die fastest 
machine in the world got me think- 
ing about the slowest." lie says. 
Building a 64.000 processor super- 
computer to outspeed the world's 
zippest machines forced him to 
focus on nano-seconds. 
’“Something in me vyas rejecting 
tiwr.'Vhc says. "It wasn't dear that 
the world needed to go faster." He 
- began to question whether suffi- 
cient attention was given to cen- 
turies. and millennium's. For as 
long as HiRis could reinember, peo- 
ple measured the future by the 
decreasing distance Rom the year 
2,000. Now tliat the date is almost 
here, no one was dreaming ofwhat 
would come next. Tills alarmed 
Hillis who finally came up with a 
way to balance Ills own values 


against die competitive race for sil- 
icon speed. Perlups, he thought, a 
millennium clock could stretch our 
visions long past five-years plans 
and 30-year mortgages. 

When Hillis spoke of the dock in 
public, he goto surprising reaction. 
“People would come up to me and 
want to write checks for its con- 
struction,'’ he says, “and 1 would 
say. J am not sure fm really doing 
this." Then Stewart Brand — who 
in 1968 founded the Whole Earth 
Catalogue — started the Long 
Now Foundation, a non-profit 
group to transform Hillis* deep 
time comb into a glass tungsten, 
sapphire and invar alloy reality. 
(Disney does not fund the project, 
but benevolently tolerates mills' 
participation.) Board members are 
a mix of high-tech big wigs, man- 
agement gurus and freelance con- 
ceptualizes like musician Brian 
Ena. who name tire foundation.- . 

Hillis and the foundation have a 
wide range of connections. With 
donations liom a list of personal 
benefactors and suggestions from 
Kibitzers ranging from film-maker 
David Lynch to musician Peter 
Gabriel. Hillis designee) an. eight 


foot tall prototype. It is a gleaming 
mix of Renaissance dockwork and 
high-tech machining-. Galileo meets 
William Gibson. The half-million 
dollar device is designed to be sul- 
flciently transparent that a nineti- 
eth century anthropologist not 
only would know it is a dock, but 
figure out how it works - and what 
kind of culture its creator came 
froth. 

One particularly innovative com- 
ponent is the “bit adder": a careful- 
ly machined piece of digital tech- 
nology that calculates measures of 
time. This enables Hillis to program 
the unique characteristics of our 
Gregorian calendar Into the dock. 
(It's die only computer in die world 
tiur'sYlOK compliant;" he says: : 

At first, Hillis wanted the dock to 
wind itself; he drafted a scheme, 
whereby it would draw energy 
from a metal rod expanding from 
the temperature changes between 
dayand night. Tlwn liedianged his 
pilpd. requiring tint the dock bc' ; ■ 
manually wound evety year. 'Its ' 
: part of the stoiy aspect, he says, nr - 
it goes on without pcjople, people.;-:. 
won't care about it *a.ttiudi."i \ 






